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Chicago artist Chuck Wood was widely praised in regional and national art shows for his painterly and 
realistic oil paintings. Only later in life did he acknowledge that they were all painted with casein, not oil. 
Following the passing of Mr. Wood in 2010, his wife Jan revealed that there could be other materials 
unaccounted for in his artwork. The artist treasured his privacy and independence, allowing no one to 
watch him paint and camouflaging the origins of the photo references of his paintings. Obscuring the 
true nature of his paint medium furthered his aura of mystique. 
 
Two Chuck Wood paintings that had lifting and flaking paint were treated at Kuniej Berry 
Associates, LLC—one from the artist’s estate, one privately owned. In the privately owned artwork, the 
artist had reworked the painting in an attempt to correct and compensate for the damage. Since the 
paint layer became brittle within the artist’s lifetime, it suggests that deeper knowledge of his materials 
and working processes will be invaluable for conservators treating his artwork. Thus, a research project 
into Chuck Wood’s artist materials is in progress. A photographic record of his supplies, taken in situ 
before his studio was dismantled, will serve as the initial resource. 
 
The artist’s perception of how casein would be accepted in the art world influenced how he discussed 
his paintings. This disjoint between presentation and reality leaves the paintings vulnerable to 
misunderstandings, as the existing media information on them is, in many cases, incorrect. Given the 
lack of artist commentary regarding his materials, this research represents the first record of his media 
and processes. The results of the study will be invaluable for the maintenance and preservation of this 
Chicago luminary’s artwork. 
 


