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Bio 
Colleen Snyder received her B.A. in Mediterranean Archaeology from the University at Buffalo 
and went on to complete her M.A. in Art Conservation from Buffalo State College in 2008.  
Colleen is currently an Assistant Conservator of Objects at the Cleveland Museum of Art, where 
she has spent the past three years helping to prepare hundreds of objects for reinstallation in the 
new galleries, including Ancient American, Medieval, Renaissance, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, 
and Southeast Asian artworks.  She has previously worked at the Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation, the Walters Art Museum in Baltimore, and the J. Paul Getty Museum.  Colleen 
specializes in archaeological conservation and has participated in excavations in the U.S. and 
abroad including The Archaeological Exploration of Sardis in Turkey and, this past summer, The 
Rutgers University Archaeological Field School in Italy.  Colleen is particularly interested in 
studying applied color on ancient art. 
 
Abstract 
The ancient bronze statue of Apollo has been a popular topic of discussion among scholars since 
its acquisition by The Cleveland Museum of Art in 2004.  The 5-foot-tall, hollow, lost-wax-cast 
bronze figure of a youth, complete with copper and stone inlay, is thought to be one of the few 
surviving bronzes from the Ancient Greek world, and one of only two in the U.S.  This paper 
will summarize conservation research on the statue to-date, including a study trip to Greece 
taken by the author and curator this past spring to examine comparative Greek bronze sculpture.  
Plans for future research will also be outlined in order to provide a more complete picture of the 
manufacture and history of this unique object.   This talk coincides with the focus exhibition 
Praxiteles: The Cleveland Apollo, where the bronze is displayed alongside two of the best 
surviving Roman marble copies for comparison. 
	  
 


