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Letter from the President 

Megan Emery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Dear Colleagues, 

 

 

I can hardly believe how fast time has gone! It seems like we just finished 

the last MRCG Symposium and now we are busy planning the next! The 

2014 meeting was held in Minneapolis, MN and it was wonderful to see so 

many friends and colleagues. The talks were outstanding, including a key-

note presentation from Mark Golden of Golden Paints. At the business 

meeting we welcomed Claire Walker as the new elected Vice President and 

Nicole Grabow as Treasurer. I continue to send thanks to Jodie Utter 

(outgoing Treasurer) and Daniela Leonard (outgoing VP) for their dedica-

tion and commitment to MRCG. It was a pleasure serving with them. 

 

If you missed the meeting in Minneapolis, don’t fret because the next 

meeting will be just as fantastic and there is plenty of time for you to work 

it into your schedule! So save the date now: the 2015 Symposium will 

be held October 2-4, 2015 at the University of Michigan’s Kelsey 

Museum of Archaeology in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

 

The call for papers is out (see page 2) and I hope you will consider sharing 

your projects or discoveries with us! Similar to years past the annual meet-

ing will have no specific theme, which allows for a great diversity of infor-

mation to be presented.  

 

MRCG is also pleased to announce a new scholarship opportunity for 

emerging conservators: pre-program through 2 year post-

graduates. This scholarship will cover membership dues, meeting fees and 

hotel accommodation in return for volunteer help and blogging during/after 

the meeting. More detailed information and an application form will be 

made available on the website soon so encourage your colleagues to apply! 

Encourage your colleagues 

to join the MRCG and  

Renew Online Today! 

(Or mail in the form on page 21) 

 

mailto:memery@preserveart.org
mailto:claire.e.walker@gmail.com
mailto:mrcg.secretary@gmail.com
mailto:nicolegrabow@gmail.com
http://www.themrcg.wordpress.com/become-a-member/
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While I don’t want to steal the thunder of the 2015 Symposium, I do want you all to know that the venue for the 

2016 meeting has already been selected. In Minneapolis, conversations with Mark Golden lead to the suggestion that 

MRCG hold a meeting in Cooperstown, NY with a scheduled tour of Golden Paints, located in New Berlin, NY. At the 

business meeting this idea was approved and plans are moving forward: the weekend of November 4-6, 2016 has 

already been set. It will be a one-of-a-find meeting and definitely not one to miss! Stay tuned for more details. 

 

Finally, thank you for renewing your membership! Membership increased greatly last year and I hope to see the 

trend continue. If you have not yet renewed, why wait? Renew TODAY and encourage your friends and colleagues to 

join as well. That way you are guaranteed not to miss out on all MRCG has to offer its members! 

I look forward to seeing you all this fall in Ann Arbor! 

 

 

Warmest regards, 

 

 

Megan Emery 

MRCG President 

Call For Presenters! 

 

The call for papers at the 2015 MRCG meeting (October 2-4 at the University of Michigan’s Kelsey Museum of 

Archaeology in Ann Arbor, MI) is open and any topic is fair game!  Do you have a project you would love to share 

with your colleagues? Maybe you just finished a fabulous treatment, have a unique treatment approach, discovered 

a new conservation material or devised a clever technique? Please share it with us! Presentations are to be no 

longer than 25 minutes; additional time will be reserved for questions. Pre-program interns and students are also 

encouraged to participate. Submissions must be received on or before July 1st, 2015. 

 

Please send the title of your talk, a brief abstract, your name, contact information and associated institution to 

Megan Emery at: 

 

memery@preserveart.org 

 

or 

 

Megan Emery 

Midwest Art Conservation Center 

2400 3rd Avenue South 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

 

Information about the meeting will be posted on the 2015 
Symposium page on the MRCG website as plans develop: 
themrcg.wordpress.com/2015-mrcg-symposium 

 

 

 

We look forward to seeing you in Ann Arbor! 
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The Kelsey Museum of Archaeology 

http://www.lsa.umich.edu/kelsey
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/kelsey
mailto:memery@preserveart.org
themrcg.wordpress.com/2015-mrcg-symposium/
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Like us on Facebook! 

 

 

 

 

 

(Just click the button and select ‘like’) 

 

What’s with all the blue underlined text in this newsletter??? 

The MRCG Newsletter is a pdf file so if you’re reading this on your computer, click on the links to access websites! 

got news? 
 

 

MRCG BLOG:  

Do you have an announcement to make, such as a workshop to be hosted in 

your area, a job posting or a brief note about what your colleagues have been 

up to recently? Then please send a few paragraphs with any relevant links and 

photographs to include! 

  

NEWSLETTER: 

Have you just finished an interesting project or treatment, or have you attended 

a conference or workshop that our community would benefit from? Please send a 

more thorough write-up with images! There is no word limit, but to give a rough 

idea, 1-2 pages in Word with 3-4 photographs is about average. 

 

Do you have a friend or colleague who is an Emerging Conservator that would be 

willing to answer a few questions for our ‘Highlight a Conservator’ page in the 

newsletter? Please put them in touch with us! 

  

Please send inquiries and submissions to: claire.e.walker@gmail.com 

The MRCG webpage/blog is linked to our Facebook page so by ‘liking’ us 

you will receive updates on your Facebook wall whenever a new blog 

post is added to our site. If you want to be sure never to miss a post, go 

to www.themrcg.wordpress.com and select ‘follow’ at bottom right. This 

will allow you to receive updates to a selected email account. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/MRCG-Midwest-Regional-Conservation-Guild/298172596916081?fref=ts
mailto:claire.e.walker@gmail.com
http://www.themrcg.wordpress.com/
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Reaching for the Sky 

Art Conservation at the ICA 

 

The 1915 painted ceiling, clerestory and light fixture from the grand sculpture court at the Allen Memorial Art Mu-

seum in Oberlin were treated over eight months by ICA (Intermuseum Conservation Association) conservators. The 

museum was designed by architect Cass Gilbert, known for his attention to interior detail. He often collaborated with 

decorative painter Frederick Wiley, responsible for the design of the sculpture court.   

 

 

This project represents the final stage of 

upgrades to the museum in honor of its one 

hundredth anniversary this year, and paint-

ings, paper and objects conservators and 

technicians were all involved. The ceiling 

was absolutely filthy with almost 100 years 

of surface dirt, soot and nicotine covering 

the paint.  There was also extensive water 

staining and areas of loss. Various cam-

paigns of repainting or complete overpaint-

ing were identified during the course of 

ICA’s comprehensive, examination of the 

space prior to beginning the treatment.  

 

 

 

 

 

The ceiling was aesthetically compromised, 

but mostly original. The clerestory walls, on 

the other hand, had suffered extensive loss 

and had been heavily repainted, sometimes 

repeatedly. ICA conservators treated the 

entire ceiling, but it was decided that some 

of the severely damaged, overpainted sec-

tions of the walls would be repainted by 

decorative painters. The conservators did 

the forensic work to reveal original aged 

surfaces and color matched these as best as 

possible. The goal has been to allow the 

newly painted areas to integrate visually 

with the worn original surfaces. 

 

 

 

The sculpture court ceiling during treatment. Painting conservator An-

drea Chevalier and Buffalo summer intern Anne Schaffer are on the 
scaffold. Note the cleaned coffers on the left and near the scaffold. 

Paintings conservators Heather Galloway and Wendy Partridge inpaint-
ing losses. 
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In December ICA objects conservation completed an extensive treatment of the Milan, Ohio Civil War Monument, 

which included removal of discolored consolidants from the Portland brownstone, repointing of the Berea sandstone, 

adding colored mortar fills, repatination and coating of a copper eagle finial, and replacement of a badly deteriorated 

brownstone obelisk. The obelisk was delaminating along bedding planes, and was badly disfigured due to past use of 

improper consolidants and sealants. The decision was made to obtain a block of stone from the Portland quarry and 

carve a new obelisk recording hundreds of names of war veterans. The remaining brownstone was consolidated with 

ultra-fine injection grout pumped behind the face of the stone on the sides parallel to the bedding planes. 

 

 

 
Civil War Monument in Milan, Ohio during treatment. 
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ICA also completed repainting the Claes Oldenburg/Coosje van Bruggen Free Stamp, at Willard Park in Cleveland. 

This project was a collaboration with Thomarios, a specialty paint and coatings contractor in Akron. The interior was 

cleaned with low pressure water blast and hand tool methods (SSPC-SP2) to remove loose paint and rust, and re-

painted with a penetrating sealant in the lap joints, followed by aluminum filled mastic overall. Blistering paint and 

body filler on the exterior were excavated and re-filled, and the entire surface was sanded in preparation for applica-

tion of polysiloxane paint. The colors were matched to archived paint samples at Lippicott Inc. The letters were re-

moved for off-site painting, and re-installed with spacers to allow airflow into the interior of the stamp body to re-

duce humidity and condensation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Installation of the letters on Free Stamp after treatment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Objects conservator Mark Erdmann conversing with Claes Oldenburg before treatment of the sculpture. 
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Maintenance of a public art collection can be challenging if a facility is not staffed to properly monitor artwork or 

doesn’t have the resources to preserve objects in perpetuity. Left unattended artworks can become eyesores, losing 

both public and internal interest. 

The fiberwork sculpture Cloud Series No. VI by Lenore Tawney (1907

-2007) has hung from the two-story lobby ceiling of the Frank J. 

Lausche State Office Building in downtown Cleveland since its instal-

lation by the artist in 1981. Its see-through form is comprised of four 

thousand 16’ linen threads suspended from a 28’ x 16’ painted cotton 

canvas “cloud.”  

 

 

 

 

 

Decades of dust and airborne particles had settled on the strings, forming a 

fuzzy black coating, and a musty smell filled the second-floor balcony. Some 

state staff wanted the dingy structure removed. However, the building’s facil-

ity manager recognized the importance of the piece – one of three monumen-

tal works commissioned by the Ohio Building Authority. The manager con-

tacted ICA and the Lenore G. Tawney Foundation. The Foundation agreed to 

fund the conservation treatment and development of a long-term preservation 

plan for the piece, one of two from the series of four by the pioneering textile 

artist still on public display. 

 

 

 

 

All work was carried out in situ by a conservator and a conservation technician, 

working from a 26’ scissor lift. More than thirty years’ accumulation of dust and 

debris blanketing the upper canopy were removed by vacuuming and surface 

cleaning with micropore sponges. Five detached suspension lines whose attach-

ments to the canopy had failed were stabilized with new nylon cording. 

Surface cleaning of the linen threads proved most effective by gently drawing 

each string between sandwiched cosmetic sponges. Once accessible, heavily 

contaminated areas within the cloud interior were dusted with a soft brush. To 

protect the rainfall of threads during movement of the lift cart, after cleaning 

each string was wound in a figure-8 bundle and secured near the canopy with a 

paper-covered wire tie. 

 

 

Lenore Tawney at age 74 

installing the piece in 1981. 

Cloud Series No. VI after treatment. 

Jane Hammond, ICA textile conserva-
tor, cleaning the linen threads. 
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The MRCG Wants You! 

 

The positions of MRCG President and Secretary will become vacant this fall. Please consider contribut-

ing your time to the conservation community by serving as a Guild officer for 2016—2018. 

 

If you would like more information about what kind of work the positions will entail, please contact the 

current officers, Megan Emery at memery@preserveart.org and Suzanne Davis at davissl@umich.edu. 

Last Fall ICA Education Outreach Officer, Jennifer Souers Chevraux, traveled to Archwood Early Learning Center, a 

preschool operated by Cleveland’s Centers for Families and Children, to present a special history program to more 

than 70 students in four Head Start classes. A collection of old items was shared with the children, raising questions 

about each object's function, and what we may learn about life in the past by examining the group of items. At the 

end of the hands-on experience, the three, four and five year-old children were invited to answer the essential ques-

tion:  "Why Are Old Things Special?" 

 

Young children develop a sense of self 

through their collected experiences, and 

an understanding of history provides im-

portant context for contemporary experi-

ences. Through programming like this, 

children begin to see that old things, as 

collected bits of history, are keys to under-

standing life ways that have since changed 

or disappeared. Children begin to identify 

ways in which their own lives are different 

(and perhaps easier) from those of chil-

dren in the past. Even the youngest stu-

dents use critical thinking skills to draw 

connections between life in the past and 

present, and begin to locate themselves in 

place and time through reinforcement of 

the concepts of “before” and “after”. ICA is 

pleased to have had the opportunity to 

share some of our passion for the preser-

vation of “old things” with a new genera-

tion of students and hopes that this will 

begin to instill a lifelong love of learning 

and inquisitiveness in these young people. 

mailto:memery@preserveart.org
mailto:davissl@umich.edu
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The Use of CT Scanning in the Preliminary Examination of an Egyptian Mummy and Coffin 

Morgan Nau, JP Brown, Jessica Galea, & Robert Martin, The Field Museum 

 

Introduction 

Mummies: Images of the Afterlife is a traveling 

exhibition, currently being prepared at The Field 

Museum, which features Egyptian and Peruvian 

mummies, coffins, and associated grave goods. 

Mummies can be particularly fragile objects, and 

with the added inherent risk associated with a 

traveling exhibition it was imperative that the se-

lected objects be stable enough for travel, there-

fore the condition of the various mummies was a 

key factor in the selection process.  

In the past, unwrapping mummies was a common 

practice. However, in modern conservation prac-

tice, unwrapping a mummy and exposing human 

remains unnecessarily, goes against our code of 

ethics, as well as our own cultural taboos regard-

ing respect for the deceased.  

Fortunately, with advances in technology we can now determine the condition 

of a mummy within its wrappings, and even inside its coffin. X-ray computed 

tomography scanning (commonly known as CT scanning) was conducted on 

several mummies in the museum’s collection before the exhibition. One of the 

Egyptian mummies was especially interesting as there was no record of the 

coffin being opened since it arrived at The Field Museum in the 1920s (see Fig. 

1). The coffin is believed to be from the 27th dynasty, dating back to approxi-

mately 500 BC. According to the Egyptian hieroglyphics on the lid of the coffin, 

the occupant was Minirdis, the son of a priest of Min.  

 

CT scanning  

X-ray computed tomography is an imaging technique that uses X-rays to pro-

duce hundreds of tomographic images, commonly known as ‘slices’. A com-

puter then takes all of these slices to make a three-dimensional volumetric 

rendering of the X-rayed object. Improvements in computer speed and ad-

dress space (particularly the introduction of 64-bit operating systems and the 

recent generation of graphics cards) let us manipulate this rendering in real 

time. We can see the interior of both the coffin and the mummy without the 

use of invasive methods. 

CT scanning was performed in the museum’s parking lot using a mobile CT 

scanning unit - the GE LightSpeed QX/i. Images were taken with a 1.2mm fo-

cal spot at 120 keV and 80mA. The slices were reconstructed with a standard 

convolution filter.  

Spring 2015 Newsletter 

Fig. 1 - Front and proper right sides of Minirdis’ coffin, prior to 
opening. Photo credit: Sophie Hammond-Hagman. 

Fig. 2 – CT scan of mummy inside the coffin showing the separation at the 
knees, the detached feet, and the right foot calcaneous bone underneath the 
lower legs. Rendering by JP Brown. 
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What we learned 

The images from the CT scanning provided us with a wealth of information that gave us insights into the mummy as 

an individual, the condition of the coffin and its contents, and the construction of the coffin. 

X-rays that had been taken previously had shown that the body inside the coffin was quite slight and possibly fe-

male. If this was the case, the coffin would surely have been reused in antiquity. However, the CT scanning showed 

definitively that the occupant was a male, as it was possible to clearly see his penis.  

It was possible to determine the age of the person when he died by looking at the teeth and the state fusion of the 

epiphyses of the long bones. He was approximately 12-14 years old, which would explain the small frame of the 

body. We also studied the scans for any clues regarding the cause of death. There was no indication of prolonged 

disease, and it became clear that the visible trauma to the body had occurred post mortem. This indicated that it is 

possible the boy died from an infectious agent.  

We were also able to glean a significant amount of information about the condition of the mummy in the scans. Im-

mediately apparent was the serious structural damage to the lower half of the mummy (see Fig. 2). Both legs had 

separated at the knee, and both feet had fallen off sideways. The calcaneus (heel bone) of the right foot had come 

out of the wrappings and was lodged underneath the lower legs, pressing them up against the coffin lid. Due to the 

nature of CT scans it was possible to view the various layers of the mummy, and it could be seen that the wrappings 

were also damaged around the breaks at the knees and ankles, allowing us to see that the damage had happened 

after burial and was not related to the cause of death.  

The images also revealed that the cartonnage pieces on the body had shifted (see Fig. 3). The bib had moved from 

the chest down to the lower body and, along with the leg piece, had completely traveled around the body and was 

now underneath the mummy. The mask had shifted down and to the left, resulting in damage and loss all over the 

mask, most notably to the front of the face. We could also see that the cartonnage foot covering had broken in half 

and that there were losses all around the edges.  

Fig. 3 – Three dimensional rendering of the mummy in its wrappings with cartonnage (in yellow), showing the bib 
and leg pieces underneath the legs, and the mask shifted and damaged. Rendering by JP Brown.  
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We were able to use this information in conjunction with visual examination of the exterior of the coffin to determine 

how the damage possibly occurred. The paint on the underside of the foot of the coffin was far glossier than on the 

other sides of the coffin, and there were several old screw holes present. This indicated that at some period in the 

mummy and coffin’s history it had been displayed upright, with gravity inevitably taking its toll on the human re-

mains within.   

The CT scans also revealed interesting informa-

tion about the coffin. The construction of the 

coffin was done using a biscuit dowel system 

for joining the planks of wood that formed the 

bottom and top surfaces (see Fig. 4). We were 

able to see the plaster-like material that the 

Egyptians used to fill voids in the wood. We 

also got an unexpected surprise; the grain of 

the wood was clearly discernible. By looking at 

the grain of the wood of various sections we 

could see that the long side panels were made 

from single pieces of lumber that had been 

split, allowing for a close join when the lid of 

the coffin is rested on the bottom half. 

By segmenting the CT scan we were able to 

create an accurate three-dimensional computer 

model of the skull. The model was 3-D printed 

at life size and sent to sculptor Elisabeth 

Daynés in Paris where she was able to create a 

forensic reconstruction of the face of the boy 

inside the coffin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

With all of the knowledge we had gained from the scans, we knew that extensive treatment would be needed. The 

breaks to the mummy’s lower body would need significant structural support, and the cartonnage would require both 

structural and aesthetic repair. As daunting as the treatment appeared, we were now able to begin preparing a treat-

ment plan with mummy conservation specialist Mimi Leveque of the Peabody-Essex Museum, who would be visiting 

to perform the bulk of the treatment, before ever opening the coffin. 

Treatment has proven to be quite complex, and a blog has been created to follow the conservation of Minirdis and 

the other mummies in the project. Blog posts can be accessed through the author’s page on The Field Museum’s 

website.  

 

Acknowledgments 

Funding for the CT scanning of Field Museum collections was generously provided by Joyce Chelberg. 

Fig. 4 – CT cross section of the coffin (with mummy inside). Biscuit 

dowels can be seen at the top and bottom joining the planks, the 

bright white areas on the interior and exterior sides of the wood is 

the plaster-like fill material, and the grain of the wood is visible on 

all of the planks. Rendering by JP Brown.   

http://www.fieldmuseum.org/about/staff/profile/1926
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  The Silk Road of Indianapolis 

Harold Mailand, Textile Conservation Services 

 

 

We have been busy with “winter work”. We have two departments in operation—the tapestry department and the 

Civil War flag department. Both are battling the ravages of degraded silk. 

The Civil War flag department has been working on some rather dicey objects. TCS was awarded a competitive bid to 

work on four flags belonging to the Connecticut Legislature. All four flags displayed the effects of silk being unfurled 

in the Capitol’s Hall of Flags for decades. Think shredded tissue paper hanging on poles! Three flags had been embel-

lished with gold paint. Tiffany and Company made one flag with a beautifully embroidered State seal, but the blue 

silk support had shattered. All flags measured approximately four feet by eight feet. 

The contract read that the flags could not have any compensation for loss, and that they could not be framed and 

displayed as “portraits”. Yes, they were to go back on to their staffs and unfurled, “as the public has been accus-

tomed to seeing.” 

 

 

     

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Detail: Before Detail: During 

Sarah Noggle working on a silk flag 
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Concurrently, the tapestry department has been working on two tapestries for Notre Dame. “Mercury” was woven in 

the 17th century and “Diana” was woven in the 18th century. The two tapestries were found during a renovation of a 

building adjacent to the Snite Art Museum. They had not been displayed in recent memory. Nevertheless, they also 

showed the signs of hanging for decades. This included the breakdown of silk threads used to stitch slits together, 

and the disintegration of the silk weft highlights leaving exposed wool warps. Rewefting is underway. In addition, 

crude stitching that was creating distortion and looking like Frankenstein’s work is being removed and restitched. 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking of tapestries, Harold recently returned from the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts where he installed a 16th cen-

tury French tapestry. Prior to this, he met with a team from Little Rock at the First Ladies exhibition in Washington, 

D.C. They discussed reinstalling the inaugural gowns worn by the wives of Arkansas’ governors. 

 

Spring is finally here and it seems that every client is expecting their objects to be ready and returned to 

them! 

Grace Davis and Kate Van Sciver working 

on “Mercury” 

Detail of Mercury: During rewefting 

Detail of Mercury: Before, showing loss 
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Building a Conservation Lab: A Comedy in Several Acts 

Rebecca Shindel, Conservator, Indiana State Library 

 

Act 3: The Martha E. Wright Conservation Lab 

When I last wrote about the construction of the lab here at the Indiana State Library, we were waiting on a few con-

struction elements. Windows were to be installed along the hallway to allow tours and visitors to see the lab without 

disturbing work, and cabinetry and sinks were needed in the wet/solvent area of the lab. I am happy to report that 

as of December 2014, work on the lab has been completed, all large equipment received and installed, and the offi-

cial signage placed outside the lab in honor of a former ISL librarian, Martha Wright, who gave her estate to our 

foundation for the preservation of our collections. 

 

 

 

         

 

         

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 2013. October 2013. 

April 2014. April 2015 – Cabinetry installed. 
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My struggles throughout the creation of this lab were mostly centered around the difficulties in purchasing specific, 

specialized, ‘odd’ equipment through a highly rigid state purchasing system. I learned very quickly that educating 

myself in our procurement practices was a must, and enrolled in training that is almost certainly not ever going to be 

required under “other duties as needed”, but was nevertheless extremely helpful and valuable. Luckily, we only had 

one mix-up with a purchase that ended up working out in the end, but there were a few major close calls with some 

of the more customized equipment, like the treatment sink, ultrasonic welder table, and the board shear. Another 

aspect of this process that I really enjoyed was learning about the health and safety aspects of the room itself, 

namely the HVAC system, but also floor weight loads and other concerns. 

I am very pleased to say that, so far, I have not had any moments of “why did I plan it this way?” or “well this is 

inconvenient”, but I am certainly looking forward to smaller improvements to be made in the future as more funding 

comes our way, such as wall-mounted rolled materials storage, and possibly a dividing wall between the wet/solvent 

side of the lab and the rest of the space. Overall the experience has been highly rewarding and I feel very privileged 

to have had the daunting responsibility of building a lab. I have been performing treatments comfortably in the 

space for a few months now. My focus has now turned towards designing and building a solid database for treatment 

tracking and records and updating and refining our disaster plan. 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who has so willingly provided support and advice throughout this process. I could 

not have completed the build without colleagues so warm and willing to share their knowledge and ex-

perience. 

 

April 2015 – Treatment and hand-washing sinks 
installed. 

April 2015 – Lab dedication signage and viewing 
windows. 
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Highlight a Conservator (in training) 

Stephanie Cashman 

Intern, Kuniej Berry Associates LLC, Chicago 

 

 

 

1. What first attracted you to the field of conservation? 

SInce I was little art was always an integral part of my life. However, the life of 

a studio artist held no appeal for me.  While I loved the world of art and con-

stantly sought it out, I was simultaneously drawn to the scientific 

field. Conservation provided the prefect amalgam of science and art. It was a 

way in which I could interact with art on a personal level every day.  

 

2. Where did you work as a Pre-Program Intern and how did you find a placement? 

The majority of my pre-program work has been in private labs in Denver. I have also had the opportunity to work in 

Italy at Studio Art Centers International, and with Beverly Perkins at the Buffalo BIll Center of the West in Cody, 

Wyoming. For the last seven months I have been with Cynthia Berry at Kuniej Berry Associates as a pre-program 

paintings conservation intern. I had a lot of help finding internships. Often, it was through the networking of 

my supervisor at the time. 

  

3. Tell us a little about the project(s) you worked on. 

I have been very fortunate to be able to work in a variety of disciplines from textiles, objects and books to paintings. 

Currently, I am working on stabilizing, filling and inpainting a large frame. I have developed a love for 

Golden's QoR watercolors during this project. Recently, I took over the painting that accompanies the frame. 

  

4. Which schools are you applying to and why? What was the application process like? 

I interviewed at Buffalo State College and Winterthur last month. Both programs have a lot to offer. After meeting 

and working with alumni from each, as well a visiting, I felt that these programs fit with my goals and I could really 

see myself thriving at either. I actually enjoyed the interviews themselves. It was really great being able to talk to 

the faculty as well as the students and to see their projects. Everything leading up to that point was chaotic and 

stressful. The worst part now, is waiting to hear back. 

 

 

Editors note: Stephanie is happy to report that she will be attending Buffalo State College this fall! 



 

Business Meeting Minutes 

19 October 2014  

Minneapolis Institute of Arts, Minneapolis, MN 

 

I. Call to order 
Megan Emery, President, called the business meeting to order at 10:50 am. 

II. In attendance 
Approximately 20 members were present, with the number varying during the meeting from 17 at the start to 22 at 
the close. 

III. Officers’ Reports 

President, Megan Emery 

 Announced elections for Vice President and Treasurer. Ballots distributed.  

 Candidates for Vice President: Claire Walker and Katherine Langdon 

 Candidates for Treasurer: Nicole Grabow and Nancy Heugh 

 Minutes of the 2013 Business Meeting were presented for approval. 

 Announced that the MRCG Distinguished Service Award was awarded to Nancy Heugh on Saturday October 18. 

 Membership nearly doubled from 2012 (grew from 60 members in 2012 to 113 in 2014) and membership num-

bers are holding steady. 

 MRCG Happy Hour at the 2014 American Institute for Conservation annual meeting in San Francisco was well-

attended; the Guild did not have a booth at the meeting because AIC was not willing to donate space in the ex-

hibitor’s hall. MRCG will consider a booth for AIC 2015 and will also organize a happy hour event. 

 The Guild Archives are now kept at ICA-Art Conservation (formerly the Intermuseum Conservation Association) 

in Cleveland, OH. These will be updated with newsletter and membership lists as appropriate.  

 Announced that a survey of the Guild’s annual meeting would be coming soon (oops!). 

 Thanked Jodie Utter (outgoing Treasurer) and Daniela Leonard (outgoing Vice President) for their service. 

Discussion: No discussion. 

Action: Claire Walker motioned to approve the 2013 meeting minutes; Jodie Utter seconded. 17 voted to approve; 

no members dissented. Minutes approved. 

Vice President, Daniela Leonard 

 Report delivered by Megan Emery with Daniela’s apologies; she could not attend because of a last minute job 

interview. 

 Online presence is now interconnected; Wordpress blog site connects to Facebook.  

 The blog can be followed by clicking the “follow” icon in the bottom right corner; the site will notify you of 

updates and deliver them to your email inbox. 

 Would members like contributor access? Members could submit posts, officers would approve the posts. 

Would encourage interaction online. 

 Newsletter – VP always welcome feedback on the newsletter; also – news from the regions would be great to 

feature on the blog instead.  

 Would members like a monthly reminder from the Secretary email account to submit news? 

Discussion: Katherine Langdon – would website administrators have editing rights for blog posts? 

Megan - Yes. 
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Action: Nicole Grabow proposed that members have contributor status on blog and that an automated 

email be sent to remind members to submit content; seconded by Laura Kubick. 17 in favor; no opposi-

tion. Motion passed. 

Secretary, Suzanne Davis 

 Report delivered by Megan Emery with Suzanne’s apologies; she could not attend for health reasons. She 

thanked members who volunteered to record and take notes on the business meeting. 

 Briefly discussed informal polls conducted in advance of the 2014 and 2015 meetings to gauge interest in net-

working events and workshops. Invited members to send suggestions for professional development activities at 

the annual meetings. 

 Asked if members would like to add uniform resource locators (URLs) for their businesses or institutions to the 

member directory. This would be optional. 

 Asked if members would like access to an up-to-date directory; would post the directory pdf on the website. 

Discussion: 

 URLs: Jodie Utter noted that the print directory used to have these; Katherine Langdon – would these be listed 

somewhere on the public website? (No, not unless directory was on website).  

 Online member directory (pdf):  

 Jodie Utter – would this be publicly accessible? Yes.  

 Andrew Huot – is this simple on a WordPress site? Yes.  

 Chris Young – no precedence for posting member info online.  

 Andrew Huot – members could opt in to an online posting.  

 Nicole Grabow – with the opt-in the list is no longer complete; it’s no longer a directory, just a public posting.  

 Katherine Landgon – could members have Google Drive access to see the membership list there: 

 Arianna Carini – probably not unless they have a Google account already. Do we really need a directory 

that’s *the* most up to the second accurate? 

 Chris Young – members could contact an officer to get information for new members. 

 James Cutrone – there is a distinction between personal and professional information; maybe we could add a 

separate list for professional information in future. 

Action: 

 URLs: Nicole Grabow voted to add these; seconded by Andrew Huot; 19 in favor, no opposition. Motion passed. 

 Vote called to place Member directory (pdf) online: 22 opposed; 4 abstentions; none in favor. Motion failed.  

  
 

Treasurer, Jodie Utter 

 Report was projected on-screen and also available as a hard copy, displaying finances from November 1, 2013 

through October 15, 2014.  

 Total membership held steady from last year (109 members last year); 113 this year (as of 10/15/2014) with 35 

new members this year.  

 Balance does  not change much from year to year; $18,492 in the bank as of the meeting.  

 Income comes from membership dues as well as annual meeting registrations. 

 Paypal charges $0.88.  

Discussion: No discussion. 

Action: Katherine Langdon motioned to accept all officers’ reports; seconded by Nicole Grabow. All present voted to 
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 accept reports, no opposition. Reports accepted.  

IV. Committee Reports 

Disaster Response Committee, Andrew Huot 

 Andrew (committee chair) conducted a survey of members during the Happy Hour at the 2014 AIC meeting. 

 Survey goal was to assess priorities, gauge success of handout, establish a list of responders. 

 Results/suggestions from survey: 

 handouts are difficult to distribute at the last minute; 

 Guild could create a scripted PowerPoint and give presentations throughout the area; 

 Guild could provide disaster response training for member; 

 Guild could provide funding/stipends to assist members volunteering at disasters 

Discussion:  

 Jennifer Hein in favor of PowerPoint. 

 Nicole Grabow – national resources are already available for this; can we connect with those? 

 Claire Walker – Philadelphia has a “to go” cart; how to distribute supplies? Stock them? Provide gift cards? 

 Chris Young – the huge region covered by MRCG encourages digital information resources, not physical supplies. 

 Nicole Grabow – members could make local emergency responders aware of our resources – fire dept., police, 

etc. and work to educate them about conservation resources.  

Action: Katherine Langdon moved to accept report; seconded by Chris Young. All in favor, none opposed. Re-

port accepted. 

V. New Business 

  
Emerging Conservation Professional Scholarship Proposal, Jodie Utter  

 This scholarship would help spend down excess funds. 

 The proposal is the work of a small committee consisting of members Jodie Utter (Treasurer and committee 

chair), Ashleigh Ferguson-Schieszer and Rebecca Shindel. 

 Goal is to help emerging conservators attend the meeting. 

 $2,000 total to be awarded per meeting, approved at the previous year’s meeting on the recommendation of the 

Treasurer. 

 Applications would be due 1.5 months prior to the annual meeting. 

 Reviewers would be officers or a small committee appointed by the officers. 

 Eligibility: preprogram through 2 years post-graduate. 

 Application would ask reason for wanting to attend, would require applicant to list goals of attending meeting. 

 Scholarship would provide 1 year membership in MRCG, hotel room, and registration. Awardee doesn’t actually 

get cash – MRCG covers the expenses listed above. 

 Awardee would be required to: volunteer at meeting and write a blog post or newsletter entry about the experi-

ence. 

Discussion:  

 Cynthia Stow – on application, pre-program could apply to anyone who hasn’t gone to graduate school in con-

servation!  
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 Jodie Utter – the reviewers would look for appropriate level of experience and interest, can add a section to ap-

plication for applicant to list previous conservation work.  

 Member (unidentified) – Does the timetable allow enough time to notify awardees so they know they can at-

tend? Sharing a hotel room might seem to be required if not phrased appropriately. 

 Jodie Utter – could change timeline to 2 months prior to meeting. 

 Andrew Huot – should add a required letter of reference or endorsement. 

 Jodie Utter – when should we notify applicants? 6 weeks prior to meeting? 

 Chris Young – can we propose tweaks but not vote on this yet? 

 Jodie Utter – would be better to vote now, with 22 members in attendance, unlikely to get as good a good re-

sponse from a member survey 

 Chris Young  - can we incorporate changes proposed here, and if accepted by officers can be implemented for 

next year? 

 Nicole Grabow – next year at the meeting we could discuss how trial year went 

 Amber Kehoe – noted the Denise L. Easterly conservation scholarship for preprogram students, suggested offi-

cers look at the guidelines for it to use as a model. Up to 2K. 

 Chris Young – proposed accepting general “feel” of working document with details to be worked out based on 

recommendations from this meeting and approval by officers; seconded by Andrew Huot 

 Jodie Utter – this needs to be simple; can we vote on this now with the proposed additions: notify awardees 6 

weeks prior to meeting; deadline to apply is 9 weeks out; 3 weeks for review; add field on form to list previous 

conservation experience; add one required letter of reference/endorsement; will clarify hotel room sharing (not 

required to share); must have some work experience in conservation to demonstrate interest 

Action: Nicole Grabow – motion to accept proposal with the changes proposed by Jodie and have the first applica-

tion cycle next year; seconded by Cynthia Stow. All in favor, none opposed. Motion Passed.  

 

2015 Meeting Location, Megan Emery 

 Called for new location proposals. 

 Presented 2 options: 

 Mark Golden – Cooperstown, NY and Golden Warehouse for either 2015 or 2016; members expressed inter-

est 

 Kelsey Museum of Archaeology, at University of Michigan, Ann Arbor for either 2015 or 2016; members ex-

pressed interest 

Discussion: Members agreed to either location for 2015 or 2016  

Action: Megan proposed that officers plan the next meeting at either Kelsey or Golden; Chris Young 

seconded. All in favor, none opposed. Officers will chose 2015 meeting location in consultation with 

hosts. 

 

Election Results, Megan Emery 

Claire Walker elected to Vice President position. 

Nicole Grabow elected to Treasurer position. 

VI. Adjournment 

Nicole Grabow moved to adjourn the meeting; Claire Walker seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 

12:15 pm.   
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Midwest Regional Conservation Guild  

2015 Annual Dues Form  
 

Please Print Clearly  

Name: _________________________________________________________________  

Mailing Address: (If you are using the address of a business or institution, please include the name of that organiza-

tion. Members in good standing with no changes, please mark this section NO CHANGE.)  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________  

Telephone: Work _______________ Fax ___________________  

Home _______________ Cell ___________________ (Include ext. if you have one)  

Specialty: ______________________________________________  

 

New Member _____ Address Change _____ Dues $20 _____  

Total Amount Enclosed: __________  

 

Please provide the requested information and mail your check payable to the Midwest Regional Conser-

vation Guild (or MRCG) before May 1. If you have questions, please contact the Treasurer.  

Mail registration to:  

Nicole Grabow, MRCG Treasurer  

c/o Midwest Art Conservation Center  

2400 Third Avenue South  

Minneapolis, MN 55404  

Contact: (612) 870-3129 / nicolegrabow@gmail.com  

For more information about MRCG or to pay dues online, visit our website: themrcg.wordpress.com  

mailto:nicolegrabow@gmail.com
themrcg.wordpress.com

