
Springtime brings changes to both nature and the MRCG!   

At the 2011 Annual Meeting in Toledo, Daniela Leonard from the Cincinnati 
Museum of Art stepped forward to become the new Vice-President but we were left with-
out a new president. A request for a new president went out to the membership email list 
and recently, Margaret Contompasis from Indiana University Art Museum volunteered to 
be the MRCG’s President. It is wonderful to see new blood entering the ranks of the offi-
cers. 

 

The Toledo Meeting also left the MRCG without a meeting place but fortunately, 
with a new president comes a new meeting place! The 2012 MRCG annual meeting will 
be held at Indiana University in Bloomington, IN on September 21 and 22, 2012. Al-
though earlier than previous years, the meeting will not conflict with other activities at the 
university and hopefully will be further away from Thanksgiving that hopefully more peo-
ple will be encouraged to attend the annual meeting. 

A block of thirty rooms are held at Indiana Memorial Union—Biddle Hotel for 
MRCG meeting attendees. These rooms will be held until August 21st. See the fall 2012 
newsletter for more details. 
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 On November 17 and 18, our last Annual Meeting was held at the Toledo Museum of Art, fortunately on the opening day of 
the exhibition Small Worlds. For those of us who attended the reception on Friday, there was a presentation at the museum by the artist 
Gregory Euclid describing the construction of his artworks. In support of this talk William Shelly, Conservation Intern at the Toledo 
Museum of Art, gave us a behind-the-scenes look at the installation of one of Euclid’s works, which was arched over the exhibition 
entrance as a star attraction to Small Worlds. We will now know whom to come to if we ever have to fumigate loads of soil and 
branches for contemporary artworks. 

 There were a variety of presentations on technical analysis and conservation treatments, ranging from Gauguin’s printing 
technique for his Volpini Suite and the treatment of an early 20th century American Impressionist painting, to removal of old restora-
tions on a Renaissance glazed terra cotta piece, to the study and treatment of Egyptian funerary stelae from the site of Terenouthis and 
the treatment of a large Persian mural from the Qajar dynasty. 

 We also heard from Heidi Sobol, Senior Conservator of Paintings at the Royal Ontario Museum, who described for us her 
experience organizing an exhibition about conservation for the general public. Especially with our economic climate, the ability to 
increase awareness of conservation is becoming a necessary skill. This presentation ties in well to larger conferences – a conference 
earlier this year at Colonial Williamsburg as well as this year’s AIC annual meeting. 

 

  

 

 Tom Edmonson shared 
sobering images of the destruc-
tion caused by a tornado in 
Joplin, MO and raised questions 
about the role of conservators in 
dealing with the aftermath of 
such disasters. Natural disasters 
seem to be increasing, with 
more tornados cutting large 
swaths through the country in 
February and March, and a sec-
ond tsunami in Japan. Although 
these disasters may not be af-
fecting museums, artwork is 
still being damaged. If AIC will 
not help private individuals, 
perhaps a grass-roots organiza-
tion needs to be created.  

 

 

 After all of the lecturers had presented, we finished the day with tours of the Toledo Museum of Art’s conservation facilities 
– both at the museum and across the street at the Glass Pavilion.  Those interested were treated to glass-blowing demonstrations that 
are given to the public within the Glass Pavilion. 

 This last meeting was punctuated by a question mark as Laurie Booth stepped down as President without any nomination for 

her replacement. We welcome Margaret Contompasis, Conservator of Paintings at the Indiana University Art Museum who has since 

stepped in to fill the position of President of the MRCG. 

See next page for letters from our NEW President and Vice-President! 

 

SUMMARY OF THE 2011 ANNUAL MEETING IN TOLEDO 
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 LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT—MARGARET CONTOMPASIS 
 If you attended the fall meeting in Toledo you know we ended that meeting without electing a new president or selecting a 
site for our next meeting. After some discussion with past and present guild officers, I have volunteered to serve as the guild presi-
dent. I look forward to working with the other current guild officers: Vice President, Daniela Leonard; Secretary, Kathryn Campbell; 
and Treasurer, Linda Butler.  In addition, my colleagues here at Indiana University, Judith Sylvester, Jim Canary, and Doug Saunders 
have agreed that we would host the fall 2012 meeting in Bloomington the weekend of September 21, 2012. So mark your calendars 
and start thinking about how you can participate. In response to a discussion started at the Toledo meeting I would like to assemble a 
committee to review the history and, with input from the membership, lead a discussion on the future of the guild at the fall meeting.  
Any volunteers? 

 

 Finally, I think I can speak for the guild membership in thanking Laurie Booth for the excellent work she has done in her ca-
pacity as the Midwestern Conservation Guild President. Well  done and thank you! 

 

  Please feel free to contact me with ideas or issues concerning the committee, the fall meeting, and the MRCG in general. 

Sincerely, 

 Margaret Contompasis 

Gayl W. and Beverly Doster 

Conservator of Paintings 

Indiana University Art Museum 

mcontomp@indiana.edu 

(812) 855-1926 

 

INTRODUCTION TO OUR VICE-PRESIDENT—DANIELA LEONARD 
 As a new member of the Midwestern Regional Conservation Guild, I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself 
to all of you.  I came to Cincinnati in September of 2010 to work as a Kress Fellow in Paintings Conservation at the Cincinnati Art 
Museum.  I am originally from New York where I received a BA in art history, but moved into this region from Europe after spending 
six years between Italy, England and the Netherlands.  I studied painting conservation at the Hamilton Kerr Institute, University of 
Cambridge, and interned at the Opificio delle Pietre Dure in Florence and the Stichting Restauratie Atelier Limburg, a regional con-
servation school in the Netherlands.  The Kress fellowship in Cincinnati has been my fist experience working as a conservator in the 
United States and living in the Midwest.  I attended the MRCG meeting in Louisville, which as a review of the history of conservation 
in the region for the 30th anniversary of the Guild, was the perfect introduction for me.  I am excited to be involved in our organiza-
tion through the production of the MRCG newsletter, and look forward to becoming more familiar with conservation in the region. I 
hope to see many of you at the next Annual Meeting! 
 

-Daniela Leonard 

NOTE ON MRCG’S NEW FACEBOOK PAGE!!! 

 An organizational Facebook page has been created for the MRCG! This page will hopefully increase the web presence of the 

MRCG and provide a place to release information to non-MRCG members. Unfortunately, a Facebook page had been developed 

through the Wikipedia MRCG entry. This page is not interactive unlike our new MRCG page but may cause confusion. If anyone 

knows how to take down the Wikipedia Facebook entry, please do so or contact one of the officers. 

 The Facebook page is not intended to replace any other methods of contact to the membership but is only an added method of 

contact. An invitation to ‘Like’ page will be sent to all members once the page is fully functional. 

mailto:mcontomp@indiana.edu
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NEWS FROM THE REGIONS: INDIANA 
 INDIANAPOLIS MUSEUM OF ART 
 

Dr. Gregory Smith has been invited to be a 
plenary speaker at TA Instrument’s Annual 
Users Meeting on thermal analysis and rheol-
ogy at the Royal Sonesta Hotel in New Or-
leans in May.  He will be speaking about the 
role of calorimetry in understanding the ther-
mal and mechanical behavior of artists’ mate-
rials, in particular paints and varnishes.  Dr. 
Smith will also be lecturing as part of the 
AIC’s Scientific Analysis of Photographs 
workshop to be held June 12-15th in the IMA 
Conservation Science Lab.  Greg will be 
joined by Drs. Sylvia Centeno, Dusan Stulik, 
and Chris Maines in offering lectures and 
demonstrations on the theory and application 
of scientific instruments to the understanding 
and preservation of photographic materials.   
 

In September, a workshop sponsored by 
IMLS, Conservation Heritage Imaging, and 
the IMA will be presented on the use of Re-
flectance Transformation Imaging (RTI).  The 
workshop will bring together Midwestern 
conservators to learn and practice this docu-
mentation technique.  

 

David Miller and Greg Smith are performing 
technical studies on a large very early painting 
by Van Dyck for inclusion in an exhibition 
catalogue at the Prado in late 2012.  Linda 
Witkowski travelled to Amsterdam and Haar-
lem to research paintings by Frans Hals and 
meet with Dutch conservators and art histori-
ans. Linda, David, Christina O’Connell, and 
Greg are performing technical examinations 
and treatments on seventeenth-century Dutch 
paintings as part of an interdisciplinary team 
working on a systematic catalogue of the mu-
seum’s European paintings. 

 

Claire Hoevel traveled to Santa Fe for re-
search into the materials of printmaker and 
painter Gustave Baumann.  His studio is pre-
served at the Museum of New Mexico, whose 
curator graciously permitted samples to be 
taken for analysis. 

 

Laura Kubick attended the PopArt conference  

in Paris on ―Preservation of Plastic ARTe-
facts in museum collections‖.  Richard 
McCoy travelled to Nigeria on behalf of the 
National Museum of African Art to assist 
with the installation and special handling of 
works of art from ancient Ife. 
 

Amanda Holden attended a conference on 
―The Body in the Museum: New Ap-
proaches to the Display of Dress” at 
the Museum of London in preparation for a 
major exhibition on Indiana fashion design-
ers. 

UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS  
An American Legacy: Norell, Blass, Hal-
ston and Sprouse     May 4, 2012-January 
27, 2013 
 

The strength of the IMA’s fashion arts 
collection is rooted in celebrated 
American fashion designers Norman 
Norell, Bill Blass, and Halston, all of 
whom hailed from Indiana.  

An American Legacy is the first group 
exhibition devoted to these prolific Indi-
ana designers, whose work came to de-
fine a true American style. It traces their 
careers and offers a fresh look at their 
creations, which range in date from the 
1940s to the early 21st century. Nearly 
65 pieces were selected to represent the 
unique style of each designer, highlight-
ing their individual artistic approaches 
and philosophies of decorating the hu-
man body. 

Highlights of the exhibition include a 
Bill Blass evening gown created for the 
former first lady Nancy Reagan, a Nor-
man Norell day dress worn by Betty 
Furness while on camera during the 
1960 Presidential convention, and an 
evening dress designed by Halston based 
on Andy Warhol’s 'flowers’ paintings of 
1964. 

Snapshot: Painters and Photography, Bon-
nard to Vuillard       June 8-September 2, 
2012 

The invention of the handheld Kodak 
camera in 1888 expanded the practice of 

photography to the general public. 
Artists were not immune to its allure, 
and during the 1890s several Post-
Impressionists made intriguing photo-
graphic experiments that recorded 
their daily lives and related directly to 
how they composed their oil paintings 
and works on paper. 

Artists featured in this exhibition 
include some of the finest interpreters 
of the new "snapshot" medium, such 
as Pierre Bonnard, Maurice Denis, 
Félix Vallotton, Edouard Vuillard, all 
members of the Nabi group, as well as 
Dutch artist Georg Breitner and the 
Belgian Henri Evenepoel. Their pho-
tographs, largely unknown, will be 
displayed alongside their paintings and 
prints, offering new insights into the 
works for which they are renowned. 

The exhibition features approxi-
mately 200 photographs, 40 paintings 
and 60 works on paper, including 
interiors, urban scenes and portrai-
ture. 

Exhibition support provided by the 
Robert Mapplethorpe Foundation. 

 

INDIANA UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
  Bloomington, IN 

 

Rebecca Shindel is a new Paper Conser-
vation Technician in the Paper Lab.  Re-
becca will be awarded her MA in Conser-
vation of Fine Art, Works on Paper from 
Northumbria University in July of this 
year.  Among a number of locations, she 
interned with Heugh-Edmondson Con-
servation Services in the summer of 2010 
as well as Oxford University Library 
Services Conservation and Collections 
Care in August 2011. 
 

INDIANA UNIVERSITY ART MU-
SEUM Bloomington, IN 
 

The IU Art Museum conservation staff 
welcomes Katie Roth, an IU senior and 
Cox Research Scholar. She will be an  
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 NEWS FROM INDIANA CONTINUED 

ICA-ART CONSERVATION 
 

Last fall ICA technicians, under the supervi-
sion of objects conservator Mark Erdmann, 
installed the Romare Bearden mural 
―Pittsburgh Recollections‖ in Gateway sta-
tion, part of the North Shore Connector 
project in downtown Pittsburgh.  The mural 
is comprised of 780 12‖ square terra cotta 
tiles that form a collage of images from Pitts-
burgh’s past.  The mural when installed is 
13’ high and 60’ long, but for the purposes 
of handling and installation, was mounted on 
45 separate panels.  The panel construction 
incorporated traditional tile setting methods 
with aluminum honeycomb panels for 
(relative) lightweight rigidity.  The tiles 
were adhered using thin-set mortar to ¼‖ 
fiber cement boards which were attached 
with wafer-head screws to the aluminum 

panels.  The panels are hung on heavy duty 
aluminum cleats that are anchored directly 
into the poured concrete wall of the sub-
way station with threaded rod and epoxy, a 
few feet away from the tracks.  A special 
bolt securing system was used to secure the 
cleats both to the panels and to the walls, 
ensuring security and resistance to vibration 
and dynamic loading due to pressure differ-
entials in the tunnel.  One of the challenges 
of the installation was compensating for 
bulges in the concrete wall, unavoidable 
discrepancies in the cleat installation (the 
concrete had cured for over a year, had 
large aggregate and rebar) and size differ-
ences in the tiles themselves.  Through 
painstaking placement of shims, and re-
moval and rehanging of each panel multiple 
times, the mural was installed over a period 
of three weeks with crews of 2 to 4 people 
working 11 hour days.  In spite of the re-

peated handling and weight of the panels, 
minimal breakage occurred, with only a 
few tile corners requiring repair after in-
stallation.   
 

CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 
 

Interim Chief Conservator Marcia Steele 
will be attending a Masterclass in Maas-
tricht on Adhesives, Consolidants and 
Coatings at the end of March. 
 

CMA Associate Textile Conservator 
Robin Hanson will be serving as program 
chair for the AIC Textile Specialty Group 
in Albuquerque. 
 

CMA Conservator of Paintings, Dean 
Yoder is spending February at the Getty, 

intern in the painting conservation labora-
tory through the spring semester. 

JENNIFER HEIN Indianapolis, IN 

Organic Materials Specialist - Conservator, 
leather & textiles  

Purdue Construction Technology, Interior 
Design Products 
 

Painted or inked textiles with conservation 
issues have recently comprised the majority 
of treatments performed in the studio.  Our 
major project is an unusual 1909 12 foot 
square backdrop that was used as the open-
ing curtain at a theatre in North Manchester, 
IN. The starch paste dyes were painted by 
local sign painters as a historical yellow 
pages advertisement. The painted sailcloth 
curtain has ads for 12 businesses around the 
perimeter with an idyllic landscape as the 
central focus.  The screen can be dated with 
the phone numbers given as EEL River 72 or 
Rex 60 found in phone company records.  
Other interesting projects include a 
stretched silk painted Asian folding screen, a 
WWII duck cloth armband with ink, as well 
as more typical uniform components, flags & 
needlework. 

NEWS FROM OHIO 

TEXTILE CONSERVATION SER-
VICES  Indianapolis, IN 
 

Harold Mailand and Sarah Noggle are 
working on a Picasso tapestry and a Roualt 
tapestry for the reopening of the Barnes 
Foundation in Philadelphia.  Harold is 
finishing work on his manuscript about the 
traditions leading up to current textile 
conservation practices and early contribu-
tors to the field for the Getty Institute.  In 
July, Harold will be in Berlin looking at 
newly installed exhibitions and visiting 
laboratories as part of the Arts Council 
of Indianapolis award grant for artistic 
renewal. 

 

KOEHNLINE CONSERVATION STU-
DIO Richmond, IN 

 

Paper conservator Lyn Koehnline has relo-
cated to Richmond, Indiana and estab-
lished Koehnline Conservation Studio, 
LLC. Since 1988 Lyn has served as Con-
servator at the Ackland Art Museum of 
University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill and she continues in that position on a 
part-time basis, traveling to North Caro-

lina every few weeks. She is currently 
working on projects for Earlham College 
while meeting colleagues and learning 
about the art and history institutions in 
Indiana and Ohio. If you invite her to drop 
by, she will. Lyn can be reached at 
KoehnlineConservation@gmail.com 

 

EASTER CONSERVATION SERVICES
  Indianapolis, IN 

 

Easter Conservation Services will be mov-
ing to the Shops at the Monon in early 
April. The new address will be 1154 54th 
Street, Suite J, Indianapolis, IN 46220.  
The phone number will remain the same. 
Jean Easter was fortunate enough to travel 
with the AIC group who went to Cuba in 
December. The conservation situation in 
Cuba is such that supplies and materials are 
very difficult to obtain. Members of AIC on 
the trip were asked to bring whatever sup-
plies they could, and upon visiting the labs 
we saw that much more was needed. Any-
one interested in helping to solve this di-
lemma should contact Jean Easter as there 
will be opportunity for more exchanges 
with Cuba.  

mailto:KoehnlineConservation@gmail.com
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News From OHIO –CONTINUED 

working towards the completion of CMA 
panel painting by Savoldo.  He also worked 
on a technical section of the Rembrandt in 
America exhibition on view at the CMA 
through the end of May, focusing on Cleve-
land’s Portrait of a Woman. 
 

Assistant Objects Conservator Samantha 
Springer will be attending an Artist Inter-
view Workshop in April in Washington 
D.C.  She and Assistant Conservator of 
Objects Colleen Snyder carried out a CT 
scan of an African Songye figure at Univer-
sity Hospitals. 

 

Colleen Snyder will be on the K-12 out-
reach panel at the annual AIC meeting. 

 

Sara Ribbans, Assistant Conservator of 
Asian Paintings is working towards the re-
installation of the Asian galleries slated to 
open in December 2013, and continuing to 
outfit the lab with necessary tools and 
equipment. 

 

Mellon Fellow Catalina Vasquez-Kennedy 
is working on a 15th c. Catalunyan painting 
by Ferrer and is traveling to Spain for re-
search in February. 

CARLO MAGGIORA 

Carlo Maggiora LLC designs and develops 
custom tooling and hardware for conserva-
tors. 

NELSON_ATKINS MUSEUM OF ART 
 

 The museum has made the match for the 
endowment from the Mellon Foundation 
for conservation science.  Rather than hav-
ing a staff scientist NAMA will work with a 
science advisor who will establish connec-
tions with different science specialties as 
needed.  Currently NAMA has John 
Twilley as their advisor.   
 

The museum is also happy to announce that 
Carole Nebout from France is serving a 6-
month intern in the Objects Lab and she 

will be working on Asian ceramics as part of 
her training for the prestigious conservation 
school The Institut Nationale du Patrimone.  
Prior to entering conservation school Carole 
studied at the École du Louvre specializing in 
Asian art history. 
 
HEUGH-EDMONDSON CONSERVA-
TION SERVICES 
 

Heugh-Edmondson Conservation Services, 
LLC announces with some regret that Techni-
cian Lexi Janezic will be leaving in June to   

News From MISSOURI 

Carlo Maggiora LLC has designed and fabri-
cated custom lab furniture and fixtures for the 
Cleveland Museum of Art; including textile 
racks, laboratory and work tables, micro-
scope mount adaptors, and tools for painting 
conservators, such as reweaving weights. 

 
Additionally, the company continues to pro-
vide mountmaking services to museums and 
universities.  

 
Please call Carlo at 216 426-8019, or visit the 
website www.carlomaggiora.com, for more 
information. 
 

CINCINNATI MUSEUM OF ART 
 

Per Knutås (Chief Conservator) and Daniela 
Leonard (Samuel H. Kress Fellow in Paintings 
Conservation) are working on selected paint-
ings by the American artist Edward H. Pot-
thast for the upcoming exhibition ―Eternal 
Summer- Paintings by Edward H. Potthast‖, 
which will begin in the spring of 2013. Cecile 
Mear, paper conservator, is treating water-
colors and sketchbooks by Potthast for the 
exhibit.  Over the past year, Per has visited 
collectors in the Midwest to study their Pot-
thast paintings in preparation for the technical 
study that will be published in the exhibition 
catalogue. Van Gogh’s ―Undergrowth with 
Two Figures‖, treated by Per last summer 
while on view to the general public, is now in 
Philadelphia as part of the exhibition, ―Van 

Gogh Up Close‖. In March, Daniela will 
resume her Kress fellowship in the re-
search and treatment of 17th century 
Spanish Paintings in the collection, in-
cluding a work by Francisco de Zurbarán 
and another by Jusepe Ribera.  
 

Megan Emery has been busy catching up 
with work after her return from mater-
nity leave (we welcome her beautiful 
little daughter, Alice, born September 5, 
2011). Under Megan’s supervision, an 
architectural stained glass restorer has 
been working on four newly acquired 
Tiffany stained glass windows. The pro-
ject is progressing quickly, and the win-
dows will be put on permanent display 
this May, along with a small exhibition of 
Tiffany favrile glass from the collection. 
The conservation department also hired 
two contract object conservators, Mor-
gan Nau and Betsy Allaire, to help with 
the treatment of selected musical instru-
ments from the permanent collection for 
the exhibition ―Art of Sound‖, which will 
open this summer. 

 

Kendall Trotter is working in the Con-
servation Department as a pre-program 
intern.  While studying in Boston last 
spring, Kendall created a series of paint-
ings based on X-radiographs of paintings 
from the Cincinnati Art Museum’s col-
lection.  

begin working toward an MFA in the 
Book Arts.  She has been accepted into 
the programs at the University of the 
Arts, Philadelphia, the University of Ala-
bama, and the University of Iowa.  Now 
all she has to do is decide which one to 
attend.   
 

The good news at H-E is that Anna Zim-
merman, a graduate of the Class of 2006 
at the Kansas City Art Institute, will be 
coming on-board as the new Conserva-
tion Technician.  In addition to being an 
artist in her own right, Anna has been  

http://www.carlomaggiora.com
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News From Michigan 

News From Missouri-Continued 

DETROIT INSTITUTE OF ARTS 
 

Alfred Ackerman, Paul Cooney and Cathy 
Selvius DeRoo have been testing infrared re-
flectography imaging systems side by side in 
order to select which one to buy. On 8 March, 
Alfred Ackerman invited interested colleagues 
for a demonstration of the Osiris and Goodrich 
IR cameras being considered for purchase. 
Participating conservators came from the 
Cleveland Museum of Art (Marcia Steele and 
Dean Yoder plus their photographer), the Saint 
Louis Art Museum (Paul Haner) and the Wal-
ters Art Museum (Pam Betts), and the follow-
ing day from the Toledo Museum of Art. 
We’ll report on the final decision at a later 
date. DIA successfully completed the renova-
tion and upgrade of European Decorative Arts 
and Furniture storage rooms and the rehousing 
of textiles. Conservation staff is busy with gal-
lery rotations, new acquisitions, loans and spe-
cial exhibitions. Over 250 works of art 
(textiles, works of art on paper, books and 
manuscripts, photographs, and leather) in 31 
areas within the permanent collection galleries 
are rotated three times yearly while the Puppet 
gallery and the Fluxus gallery in Contemporary 
art are completely rotated twice yearly. Staff 
anniversaries 2011/12: Cathy Selvius DeRoo 5 
years, John Steele 20 years, Alfred Ackerman 
25 years, and Barbara Heller 35 years. The 
AAM Self-Study Questionnaire for Re-
accreditation was completed and submitted in 

Museum of Fine Arts, October 14, 

2012 – January 20, 2013. 

 

THE KELSEY MUSEUM OF AR-
CHAEOLOGY AT UNIVERSITY 
OF MICHIGAN 
 

Conservators at the Kelsey Museum 
recently completed treatment of 
artifacts for the Museum’s two-part 
special exhibition, Karanis Revealed: 
Discovering the Past and Present of  a 
Michigan Excavation in Egypt, which 
highlights discoveries made at the 
site in the 1920’s and 30’s. Treat-
ment of a wide variety of daily life 
artifacts, including Roman leather 
body armor and objects associated 
with ancient magical practice, gave 
the conservators an opportunity to 
study historic field treatments used 
at Karanis. The conservation team is 
also preparing for an upcoming exhi-
bition on conservation, Conserving 
Antiquity, which opens in the fall of 
2012, as well for spring 2012 field 
seasons in Egypt and Israel.   

 

Claudia Chemello attended the 16th 

triennial ICOM CC conference in 

Lisbon, Portugal, where she co-

 working as a part-time technician working on sculpture in the Objects Lab at NAMA.  We are very pleased that she is joining our 
small staff. 
 
The MRCG ad hoc Emergency Response Task Force consisting of Thomas M. Edmondson, H-E Conservation Services, LLC, Mary 
Schafer, NAMA, Paula Hobart, Hobart Conservation, LLC, Suzanne Davis, Kelsey Museum of Archaeology (Univ. of Michigan), and 
Shelley Paine, soon to be of the Field Museum, is working to put together a brochure or handout to be distributed at natural disaster 
sites to alert victims that their damaged personal treasures do not have to be considered a total loss, and it will have very basic direc-
tions for immediate stabilization.  Tom, Mary, and Paula will be meeting on March 20th with the Kansas City Chapter of the Red 
Cross to discuss establishing a working relationship with the RC throughout the Midwest Region.  We will keep MRCG posted on 
future developments. 
 
 

UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS LIBRARIES 
 

The University of Kansas Libraries received an NEH grant to catalog and digitize our collection of the drawings and prints of orni-
thologist John Jacob Gould (1804-1881).  As part of the project, Conservator Whitney Baker and an intern are treating our collection 

of 2000 preparatory drawings.  We expect the project to take another year.  

January. Next in the process is the Site Visit by 
the Visiting Committee.     
 

Rembrandt and the Face of Jesus, an exhibition 

organized by the DIA, the Musée du Louvre 

and the Philadelphia Museum of Art, closed on 

12 February. There were 64 works from 43 

lenders from around the world. Seen by over 

118,000 visitors, the show was so successful 

that the museum had to keep extending hours 

to allow visitors to view the exhibition. Cur-

rent shows: Gift of a Lifetime: The James Pearson 

Duffy Collection September 14, 2011 – March 

18, 2012, Detroit Revealed: Photographs 2000–

2010, October 16, 2011 – April 29, 2012, 

Once Upon a Time: Prints and Drawings that Tell 

Stories, December 21, 2011 – May 13, 2012, 

Detroit Revealed on Film: plant (3D) film, 

January 20 – April 29, 2012. Upcoming: DIA 

is the first American museum exhibition to 

focus on the photography of artist, poet, and 

performer Patti Smith. Patti Smith: Camera Solo, 

June 3 – September 2, 2012, was organized by 

the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art, 

Hartford, Connecticut. In Detroit, the exhibi-

tion is supported by the City of Detroit. Picasso 

and Matisse: The DIA’s Prints and Drawings July 

11, 2012 – January 6, 2012. This fall, DIA will 

host Fabergé: Designing Luxury from the Virginia 
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News From MICHIGAN CONTinued 

chaired a session for the Metals working 

group. Suzanne Davis attended the Playing to 

the Galleries and Engaging New Audiences: the 

Public Face of Conservation conference in Colo-

nial Williamsburg, where she presented a 

paper on conservation outreach activities at 

the Kelsey and how they support teaching 

and learning at the University of Michigan. 

She is also co-chairing an outreach session, 

Exhibiting Ourselves: Presenting Conservation, 

at the upcoming AIC meeting in May. At 

that meeting, Claudia and Suzanne will pre-

sent the second part of survey-based re-

search they have conducted on the relation-

ship between conservation and field archae-

ology. Carrie Roberts, Samuel H. Kress 

Conservation Fellow at the Museum, contin-

ues research and treatment protocol devel-

opment for a group of 200 limestone funer-

ary stelae from the site of Terenouthis, 

Egypt. Carrie presented a paper about this 

work at the 2011 MRCG meeting. Most 

recently, she has been collaborating with 

scientists at UM’s Electron Microbeam 

Analysis Laboratory and the James Mycology 

Laboratory. Carrie is also presenting a 

poster on emerging conservators and their 

outreach activities at this year’s AIC confer-

ence.  

 

THE HENRY FORD 

 

Nothing new on the conservation front 

(conservators are very busy as usual), but the 

museum is hosting the largest touring Exhibi-

tion of Titanic: The Artifact Exhibition, March 

31 - September 30, 2012. The exhibition is 

in honor of the 100th anniversary of the 

sinking of the Titanic on April 15, 1912 and 

features more than 300 artifacts – 250 of 

which have never been displayed in Michi-

gan.   

 

THE ART CONSERVATION LABORA-
TORY OF MICHIGAN 
 

Located in Ann Arbor, Pittsfield Township, 
Ann Arbor, is committed to museum-
quality conservation. It focuses on the con-
servation of paintings, ceramic, stone, tex-
tiles and paper. They are available for con-
sultations on an appointment basis. The 
owner and conservator, Celina Contreras 
de Berenfeld, can be contacted at 
www.artconlab.com, by e-mail cber-
enfeld@artconlab.com, or by phone 
315.399.2905. 

 

CONSERVATION OF FRAMES, MIR-
RORS, AND GILDED OBJECTS, LLC 
 

Thomas Dickinson just completed a partial 
restoration of a long separated frame for 
Murillo's Immaculate Conception, for the De-
troit Institute of Arts. He continues con-
tract work for the DIA as well as for other 
museums and private collections. He can be 
best reached at tdickin-
son8529@sbcglobal.net.  

 

LIS ART CONSERVATION AND RE-
SORATION SERVICES 
 

Jennifer Lis left her position as conservator 
at the Mackinac Island State Parks to set up 
a paintings conservation laboratory in Novi, 
Michigan. She can be reached by email at 
lisconservation@gmail.com or by phone 
231.420.0556.  

 

VENUS BRONZE WORKS, INC. CEN-
TER FOR CONSERVATION 
 

Giorgio Gikas and staff, with the help of 
five engineers and eleven subcontractors, 
completed the treatment and reinstallation 
of Victory (AKA Miss Indiana), a 38-foot-
statue that crowns the Soldiers and Sailors 
Monument in Indianapolis. You can contact 
him by email at gior-
gio@venusbronzeworks.com or by phone 
313.891.5151. 

RIVERS CONSERVATION & PRES-
ERVATION SERVICES 
 

Ronna Rivers, Manager and Principal 

Conservator, recently completed several 

CAP assessments funded through Heritage 

Preservation and by the NEH. She is avail-

able for conservation assessments, consul-

tation and treatment of works of art on 

paper and can be reached at 

www.RiversConservation.com, by email 

paperconservation@earthlink.net, or by 

phone 248. 225.0446. 

NEWS COORDINATORS             

for  2012 

Andrea Chevalier 

David Marquis 

David Miller 

Tom Edmondson 

Barbara Heller 

Cecile Mear 

 

 

Many Thanks to All of 
Our Regional News 

Gathers!! 

 

 

http://www.artconlab.com
mailto:cberenfeld@artconlab.com
mailto:cberenfeld@artconlab.com
mailto:tdickinson8529@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tdickinson8529@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lisconservation@gmail.com
mailto:giorgio@venusbronzeworks.com
mailto:giorgio@venusbronzeworks.com
http://www.RiversConservation.com
mailto:paperconservation@earthlink.net
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News from Minnesota 

MIDWEST ART CONSERVATION 
CENTER 
 

In January, 2012, the Midwest Art Conser-
vation Center’s Paintings Department com-
pleted a multi-year project with the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison.   As part of 
an ambitious expansion of the Biochemistry 
Department’s research facilities, the uni-
versity committed to saving and adapting 
three historic structures, one of which con-
taining important murals by John Steuart 
Curry.  Executed in the early 1940s while 
Curry was Artist-in-Residence at the uni-
versity, the murals depict the application of 
seminal research to agriculture and health 
as well as the landscapes in and around 
Madison. 

 

Before construction began, MACC conser-
vators consulted with the design team to 
remove plumbing from above the murals, 
install a dry pipe sprinkler system, and fit 
replacement windows with UV/IR  filter-
ing glazing.  Working closely with engi-
neers, architects, and the construction 
company, MACC conservators regularly 
monitored the murals during the extensive, 
three year long demolition/construction 
period.  The two mural rooms were en-
closed and isolated within a climate con-
trolled, temporary space accessible only to 
authorized personal.  During construction, 
decisions were made to reinforce the larg-
est mural wall located in the Stairwell 
Foyer; in the Seminar Room, original de-
tails such as flooring, lighting fixtures, and 
woodwork were restored.   

 

At the conclusion of construction, MACC 
conservators returned to Madison for the 
final treatment of the Curry murals which 
included structural work, cleaning, and 
restoration. 
 

Beginning in March, 2012, the MACC 
Paintings Department will begin a similar 
project for the City of Madison, shepherd-
ing an Aaron Bohrod, 1960s mural in the 
Madison Central Library through major 

demolition and construction. Several pieces 
of sculpture in the library will be treated by 
Donna Haberman, Senior Objects Conserva-
tor.                 
 

Lead by Donna Haberman, the Midwest Art 
Conservation Center’s Objects department 
recently completed the conservation of a lar-
ger than life sculpture of St. Paul the Hermit, 
in white Carrara marble.  Believed to have 
been carved in Rome in 1775 by Andrea Ber-
gondi, its location was unknown from the late 
19th century until the 1960’s.  By 1973 when 
the Minneapolis Institute of Arts obtained the 
sculpture, it had been heavily ―restored‖ and, 
unfortunately, repositioned thrusting forward 
as if diving rather than gazing upwards in 
prayer as originally intended.  Treatment in 
the last year included removal of stone and 
other non original material added both to 
help support the sculpture in its awkward 
position and to imitate a rocky land-
scape.  Old repairs were reversed and the one 
ton sculpture properly positioned. The treat-
ment also included dirt and grime removal 
from the marble. St Paul the Hermit is now 
on display in its original praying position as a 
good saint should. 
 

WORKSHOPS 
 

Using Dataloggers for Monitoring Envi-
r o n m e n t a l  C o n t r o l s  
 
Date: April 30, 2012 | 3:00 - 5:00 
Location: Midwest Art Conservation 
C e n t e r ,  M i n n e a p o l i s 
 
Offered in conjunction with the American Associa-
tion of Museums Annual Meeting 
 
Uncontrolled environmental factors such as 
incorrect and fluctuating temperature and 
relative humidity can damage most collection 
materials. The first step in improving your 
museum’s environmental conditions is to 
know what they are. Attendance is limited 
and tickets will not be sold onsite. Advance 
online registration with AAM must be com-
pleted by March 30.  
 

Storing and Preserving Still Photo-
graphic Materials Collections  
 
Date: TBD 2012 | 9:00 – 4:00 
Location: TBD 

 
MACC Paper Conservator, Dianna Clise, 
will teach this one-day workshop. You’ll 
receive: hands-on experience in the iden-
tification of various types of photographs 
from MACC’s extensive photographic 
study collection; identification of the 
agents of deterioration in photographic 
materials; hands-on identification of 
types of damages; and discussion of 
proper exhibition and storage materials 
and a brief discussion on digitizing photo-
graphic materials collections. A compre-
hensive notebook of technical leaflets will 
be provided for each participant. 
 

Using a UV/Visible Light Meter for 
Monitoring Light Levels  
 
Date: May 2, 2012 | 3:00 - 5:00 
Location: Midwest Art Conserva-
tion Center, Minneapolis 
 
Offered in conjunction with the American 
Association of Museums Annual Meeting 

All wavelengths of light can damage 
museum artifacts, and UV is particu-
larly problematic. Do you know what 
your light levels are doing? This 
workshop will provide hands-on ex-
perience using MACC’s ELSEC 764 
light meter. Practical ways to limit 
light damage will be discussed, and 
suggestions will be made to help you 
find funding to purchase light meters 
for your institution. Attendance is 
limited and tickets will not be sold 
onsite. Advance online registration 
with AAM must be completed by 
March 30.  
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News from Minnesota—Continued 
Simple Testing for Arsenic in Collection 
Materials  
 
Date: May 2, 2012 | 10:00 AM - 12:00 
PM 
Location: Midwest Art Conservation 
Center, Minneapolis 
 
Offered in conjunction with the American Asso-
ciation of Museums Annual Meeting 
 
Many historical artifacts in museum collec-
tions today were treated with arsenic at 
some time in the past as a protection 
against insects and rodents. What you don’t 
know can hurt you! This workshop will 
provide hands-on experience with a simple 
arsenic testing procedure that can protect 
museum staff and visitors from exposure to 
toxic materials. Attendance is limited and 
tickets will not be sold onsite. Advance 
online registration with AAM must be 
completed by March 30. 
 

Writing Grants for Preservation and 
Conservation Projects 
 
Date: TBD 2012 
Location: TBD 2012, Minneapolis, 
MN 

 
MACC’s Preservation Services will teach 
this workshop. You’ll learn about the dif-
ferent types of grants available through the 
federal government, as well as practical 
information on state, public and private 
funding sources. Instructors will present on 
grant-writing to fund Conservation Treat-
ments, General Preservation Assessment 
Surveys; Long Range Conservation Plans; 
staff training; supplies and materials; 

HVAC system upgrades; storage renova-
tions; detailed surveys and even very large 
projects. Participants can focus on develop-
ing specific grants for their prioritized needs. 
Preservation Services staff will follow-up 
with participants who are developing full 
grants applications. 

 

MINNESOTA HISTORIC AL SOCIETY 
 

Paul Storch is now in the Historic Sites and 
Museum Division of the MHS working as the 
Sites Collections Liaison.   He works with 
the conservation unit when there are sites 
objects that require treatment in the 
labs.  He is responsible for collections man-
agement and preventative conservation.  He 
oversees a statewide IPM contract that pro-
vides pest management services for 22 of our 
sites around MN.  It's in its second year, and 
is producing good results and cost effective-
ness. He is also working with other Historic 
Properties Office staff on developing a state-
wide site security program that will look at 
electronic security measures as part of our 
long range plan to improve all aspects of 
security at sites buildings. 
  

Paul’s free lance activities include collections 
handling training, conservation assessments 
and surveys for a variety of museums includ-
ing the Lake Superior Maritime Visitor Cen-
ter, the Tweed Museum of Art, and the 
Afton Historical Museum.  He is currently 
involved in a comprehensive condition as-
sessment for the Mammoth Site Museum in 
Hot Springs, SD.  The main exhibit is in an 
active indoor excavation site, and poses par-
ticular survey and preservation chal-
lenges.  A research aspect of the survey will 

be attempting to correlate location within 
the bone bed and previous treatments 
with current condition ratings. 
 

Recent bench projects have included vari-
ous leather objects, and farm equipment 
for a local private museum. 
 

Tom Braun has been helping prepare for 
several MHS exhibits, including an exhibit 
on the Civil War and one on the year 
1968. 

 
MUSEUM SERVICES CORPORA-
TION 
 

MuseuM Services Corporation is looking 
forward to a much reduced risk of spring 
runoff flooding lower South St. Paul and 
of course us.  Last year was exciting 
watching the Mississippi River rise to 
within six feet of the top of the levee.  We 
didn't know there was that much river 
water in Minnesota.   

 

MuseuM Services Corporation secured the 
sale of paper suction table to the National 
Records and Archive Authority in Muscat, 
Oman.  The Sultanate of Oman is very 
near the Straits of Hormuz where the Ira-
nians recently threatened US Na-
val warships.  Installation and training is 
scheduled for the middle of April, 
2012.  Happy trails and let's hope the Iran 
war doesn't start until after May. 

 

The Staff at MuseuM Services Corporation 
remain optimistic for the remainder of 
2012, 2013 and beyond.  Why not? 

NOTE FROM OUTGOING VICE-PRESIDENT—KATHRYN ETRE 

 I wanted to thank Daniela for stepping forward to become the next Vice-President of the MRCG and allowing me to have the 

privilege of contributing to the writing of this newsletter as my goodbye as the former Vice-President. It was my pleasure to serve as 

an officer for the last two years but I have now moved to Atlanta, GA (Fellow at the Michael C Carlos Museum of Emory University) 

and feel that the MRCG will be better served by someone in the Mid-West. I know I leave the position of Vice-President in good 

hands and would be honored to serve again if I return to the Mid-West.    ~ Katie 
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MINUTES FROM THE BUSINESS MEETING— 

Toledo, Ohio NOVEMBER 18, 2012 

 

 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INTERIM PRESIDENT’S GREETINGS AND REMARKS:  

Laurie Booth, President, called the business meeting to order at 1:09 and thanked the Toledo Museum of Art for hosting the MRCG 
annual meeting.  She thanked the speakers for their contributions to the meeting. 

 

II. IN ATTENDANCE:  

The business meeting was held immediately following lunch and 25 general meeting attendees were present.   

 

III. OFFICER’S REPORTS: 

TREASURER: Linda Butler presented the treasurer’s report.  (See report for specific numbers) Linda explained that the regular 
account has a balance of 6,398.10 and the high yield account has a balance of 5003.92. She noted that in the Profit & Loss break 
down, the numbers look high because all the old information was input into the computer at once. The MRCG total account is in 
balance.  

 

It was noted that the acquisition of QuickBooks was approved in the last meeting and will need to be purchased when a new treasurer 
assumes office since we are currently using Linda’s personal copy.  

 

VICE PRESIDENT: Katie Etre presented the vice president’s report. Katie explained that the membership postcards discussed in 
the last meeting have been printed and went out to inactive past members. She mentioned use of WordPress for website hosting.  
Katie mentioned the use of blogs and the Facebook page as a source of information for members and as a method to reach students.  

 

It was noted that the members like to receive email.  The use of Facebook for standard business needs was discussed. 
 

SECRETARY: Kathryn Campbell presented the secretary’s report.  She explained that MRCG has gone digital and that it is very 
important to make sure email contact information is updated when it changes.  Kathryn asked all members to forward emails to 
conservators new to the area, students and any coworkers or friends who are not receiving the information. She asked any member 
who has information relevant to the membership to send it to her so that she could share it with all members. 

 

It was noted that minutes from the November 14th, 2010 Louisville, Kentucky Business Meeting were published in the Spring 2011 
Newsletter and copies were available if desired.  

 

Thomas Edmondson moved to accept the minutes from the Toledo meeting and all were in favor. 

  

IV: OLD BUSINESS: 

 

MRCG ARCHIVES: Cecile Mear presented an update on the archives.  Rebecca Hosta has had the boxes since late 2010. She has 
organized 5 boxes, created a finding aid and a retention schedule.  It was noted that there is still a need to collect records from the 
past officers including Barbara Heller.  Any information present at the meeting will be returned to ICA at the close of the meeting. 
Cecile noted that the boxes sorted came from several sources including Chuck Hill who started the work 5 years ago and Richard 
McCoy.   

 

Laurie Booth noted that now that we have a list of items important to retain, we can discard and retain more wisely which will make 
it easier going forward.  Thomas Edmondson noted that with the retention schedule we would be able to better process the infor-



mation ourselves.  It was noted that there potentially are unresolved issues of who will do the processing, and how the information 
will get to ICA for storage. 

 

WEBSITE: www.themrcg.wordpress.com Site was set up by Richard McCoy. 
 

ORAL HISTORIES: MRCG has a recorder.  It is currently in the possession of Barbara Heller.  Any member who wishes to use it 
for an oral history is welcome to contact Barbara or one of the officers and it can be sent to them.  The histories will eventually be 
published.  

 

MRCG POSTCARDS/ EMAIL UPDATE REMINDER:  The membership was appraised to the importance of updating their emails 
and told that if they receive a postcard they need to contact the secretary to update their contact information. 

 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS: 
 

JOPLIN, MO:  Thomas Edmondson presented his key points from his earlier talk: 

Reminder that the profile of conservation remains low 

Need for a mechanism to make conservation public when things happen 

Desire for MRCG to come up with way to get work out to not throw out items until looked at because it may not be a loss. 

 

Discussion: 

Red Cross hands out packets. FEMA has a handout for Building conservation. -Laurie Booth 

Maybe something needs to go to Red Cross per mental anguish aspect of item loss. - Thomas Edmondson 

Each state has a FEMA type group. Lisa Fox at the Missouri Archives was directed to go to Joplin and she said no one was inter-
ested in objects at first. – Nancy Heugh 

Insurance Companies and professional disaster recovery companies are the ones that need the information – Sheba Haner 

Person who approached Thomas Edmondson to talk on the subject was an artist who is also a State Farm agent. 

Mention that all is pro bono work, funding is always a factor because volunteers have limited scope- Laurie Booth 

Heritage Preservation group has Response Alliance subset but more used for institutions 

Can work with historical societies in the affected areas. 

Members were requested to give thought to a strategy for responding to future events. 

 

V. ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 

The positions of Secretary and Treasurer retain one more year on their terms.  The nominating committee lead by Barbara Heller 
did not have any nominations. Laurie Booth opened the floor for nominations for Vice President and President. 

 

Katie Etre nominated Daniela Leonard for the position of Vice President. Linda Butler seconded the nomination. All were in favor.  

MINUTES FROM THE BUSINESS MEETING— CONTINUED 

Toledo, Ohio NOVEMBER 18, 2012 
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There were no nominations for President.  
 

Cynthia Kuniej Berry asked if organizing the meeting and getting the speakers are the main responsibilities are for the president. 
 

Thomas Edmondson noted that Chris Young is the unofficial program chair for life but will not be able to do it this year due to 
health concerns. He stated that the main job of the President is to make sure a meeting happens and that the President does the plan-
ning and organization on their own only if there isn’t a local contact.  

 

No one was nominated or came forth to fill the position of President. Members were advised to contact Barbara Heller if they find a 
candidate. Laurie Booth said she would continue as President until a person is found. 

 
VI. DISCUSSION OF FUTURE ANNUAL MEETING: 
 

LOCATION: Since a President was not elected the location was not chosen.  
  

TOPICS:  No topics were discussed. 
 

WORKSHOPS AND SEMINARS: No workshops or seminars were proposed. 

 
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT: 

Laurie Booth motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Thomas Edmondson and Katie Etre seconded the motion and all were in favor. The 
meeting was adjourned at  2:10. 

MINUTES FROM THE BUSINESS MEETING— CONTINUED 

Toledo, Ohio NOVEMBER 18, 2012 
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And to make you all jealous……..this tree is right 
outside my museum! 

 

Happy Spring! 


