
This year we celebrated the thirtieth anniversary of the Midwest Regional Con-
servation Guild (MRCG) in Louisville, Kentucky. In honor of this anniversary, our confer-
ence focused on the history of our individual institutions. 

We started our meeting at the Speed Art Museum. While enjoying the museum, 
we were treated to the mixture of old and new – the future meets the past – very fitting 
for our meeting theme. In and among the collections of the museum, performance artists 
dressed in clothing ranging from the roaring 20s to the swinging 60s entertained while 
others dressed as spaceman, playing futuristic, atonal ‗music‘ chased us through the mu-
seum. Chris Young especially enjoyed the performance s (See photo on the next page). 

Saturday‘s meeting was held at the Filson Historical Society and Sunday‘s at the 
historic Brown Hotel, which was our gorgeous hotel for the meeting. Most of our confer-
ence focused around the histories of our various institutions, tying to the anniversary of 
the MRCG. Through these talks, we learned how and when our museums and institutions 
were created and when the conservation laboratory was created, which included a list of 
past and present museum staff, interns, and post-graduate fellows, and the changing roles 
and ethos of lab. These histories will be added to the MRCG archive. It is amazing how                      
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many of our member‘s careers have traveled through numerous of these institutions as well as paintings conservator, William Suhr, 
who was the topic of our keynote speaker Dr. Alison Stewart from the University of Nebraska.  

Suhr worked at numerous of our institutions and institutions‘ collections before there was an established conservation labora-
tory, including the Detroit Institute of Arts (DIA), the Nelson-Atkins Museum, Cleveland, Toledo, Minneapolis, and Kansas City. 
Suhr was interested in and discussed the changing tastes in painting‘s restoration such as removing the over-painted cod pieces in The 
Wedding Dance by Bruegel at the DIA. Joyce Hill Stoner had recorded interviews with Suhr where he discussed the importance of ex-
amination, training, and empathy of the original art among conservators. As discussed previously, having these recorded interviews 
not only allows us to build the history of conservation on a whole – both in conservation practice of the time and the conservators 
themselves - but provides further evidence for the history of conservation in our institutions. 

Our other talks focused on the history of artists and their techniques (Jodie Utter 
with Charles Russell and Kazuko Haito with Japanese block prints) and history of treatments 
(Chris Young with reproductions, Jennifer Hein on flags, Shelley Paine with treatment of two 
necklaces and Laurie Booth with Incralac treatments on outdoor sculpture). We were also able 
to welcome the future of conservation with students Kristy Conner who helped with the min-
utes of the business meeting on Sunday and Rose Daly, who lead a discussion on the Visual 
Artist‘s Right Act (VARA). 

Adding to the history of the MRCG, Richard McCoy passed the Chicken Of Distinction 
on to Tom Edmonson (See photo to the right). 

Our next meeting will be in Toledo. We will be discussing exhibitions along with a 
possible workshop on Friday. See the president‘s note on the next page for further informa-
tion. This meeting is currently scheduled for November 18-20, 2011. More information will 
follow in the fall newsletter. 

Many thanks to Chris Young for helping to arrange the Louisville meeting. We hope 
to see you in Toldeo next fall. 
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 LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT—LAURIE BOOTH 

Dear Friends: 

 We are now in the preliminary stages of planning our upcoming meeting to be held this fall at the Toledo Museum of Art.  
Suzanne Hargrove and I are in the process of deciding a timetable for the meeting as well as other details, such as the meeting hotel.  I 
believe this will be the first time MRCG has met at the Toledo Museum of Art, and I think we can all look forward to a really exciting 
and fascinating meeting.      

 I am still moving forward with plans to organize a pre-program workshop on conservation in exhibit planning, to be open to 
allied professionals, also to be held at the Museum.  I have had some very encouraging offers by a number of conservators with special 
expertise in this area, so stay tuned for more information! 

 I would also like to take this opportunity to call for papers for the general session as well.  Considering that the workshop 
will be on exhibit planning, it seems logical to extend this topic to our meeting as well.  I know that many of my colleagues have re-
cently completed, or are working currently on major museum renovations, so I believe this conference is well timed to take advantage 
of this expertise.  This is the perfect opportunity to share your special insights with the rest of us.  As usual, we encourage papers on 
any topic, however, so feel free to volunteer regardless of the subject matter.  Please email me at laurie@mwestcons.com if you 
would like to further discuss the possibilities. 

 We will be providing more information in future email updates, and of course also in the fall newsletter.  In particular, as 
soon as we have the actual dates for the workshop and meeting, we will be sure to update everyone 

 Have a wonderful spring and summer, and I hope to be re-united with everyone again this fall! 

Cordially, 

Laurie Booth, President MRCG 

 

Sherry Battista 

Janet Hessling 

Claire Hoevel 

David Miller 

Marty Radecki 

Ramona Duncan-Huse 

Pam Najar 

Barbara Heller 

Mary Ballard 

Elisabeth Batchelor 

 

Some of our founding members at the 
dinner at the Pendenmis Club. 

 

Elizabeth Steele 

Cynthia Stow 

Monica Radecki 

 

Cathy Metzger 

Mark Bockrath 

Janet Ruggles 

Amy Rosenberg 

Zahira Veliz 

Arun Khot 

Tim Vitale 

Bill Wiebold 

Leon Stodulski 

Rick Sherin  

Shelley Paine 

Paul Haner 

Sheba Haner 

Gerald Limter 

Gabrielle Fox 

Lance Mayer 

Harold Mailand 

Ricardo Barreto 

Okey Hatcher 

Yvette Hatcher 

Susan West Pallant 

Many thanks to our 
founding members of the 

MRCG! 

mailto:laurie@mwestcons.com
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NEWS FROM THE REGIONS: INDIANA 
 INDIANAPOLIS MUSEUM OF ART 
Richard McCoy will present the paper The 
Songye Research Project: Interiors Revealed as part 
of a panel discussion at the 15th Triennial 
Symposium of the Arts Council of the African 
Studies Association in Los Angeles on March 
25th. This paper summarizes more than 4 
years of research and technical examination of 
African Songye power figures from the IMA‘s 
collection and major museums in the United 
States. 
Christina O‘Connell and Linda Witkowski 
will be involved in the on-site full conserva-
tion treatment of the 12‘ x 6‘ oil painting on 
canvas: ―AMERICA‖ by Reni Mel belonging 
to the American Legion National Headquar-
ters located in downtown Indianapolis.  Linda 
and Christina are in the process of selecting 2 
paintings students from the conservation pro-
grams that will be part of a four-member 
team conserving this painting during June and 
July through the IMA‘s Regional Services 
Program. 

The new Conservation Science Laboratory at 
the Indianapolis Museum of Art is now fully 
functional and represents a state-of-the-art 
facility for chemical analysis, technical stud-
ies, and original research.  The Senior Con-
servation Scientist, Dr. Gregory Dale Smith, 
is joined by the IMA‘s first postdoctoral re-
searcher, Dr. Jie Liu, as well as a full-time 
volunteer in the lab, Dr. Victor Chen.  Dr. 
Chen is a recently retired biochemist from Eli 
Lilly & Co.  Dr. Smith recently completed a 
week long lecture tour of Istanbul, Tur-
key.  Greg presented lectures on art authenti-
cation studies, lasers for analysis and restora-
tion of artworks, and the use of near-infrared 
imaging technologies in the examination of 
art.  The lectures were presented to faculty, 
staff, and students at Istanbul, Bogazici, and 
Marmara Universities. 

The landmark Miller House and Garden in 
Columbus, Indiana, owned and cared for by 
the Indianapolis Museum of Art, will open to 
the public in May 2011; reservations can be 
made beginning April 1, 2011. One of the 
country‘s most highly regarded examples of 
mid-century Modernist residences, the Miller 
House was designed by Eero Saarinen, with 
interiors by Alexander Girard, and landscape 

design by Daniel Urban Kiley.  The textile, 
objects, paper, paintings conservators as 
well as the conservation technicians have all 
been working on the collections to ready 
the house for public tours. 
Exhibitions 
Hard Truths: The Art of Thornton 
Dial   February 25-
September 18, 2011 
Hard Truths: The Art of Thornton Dial high-
lights the artist‘s significant contribution to 
the field of American art and shows how 
Dial‘s work speaks to the most pressing 
issues of our time—including the war in 
Iraq, 9/11, and social issues like racism and 
homelessness. The exhibition presents 70 
of Dial‘s large-scale paintings, drawings and 
found-object sculptures, including 25 
works on view for the first time. Spanning 
twenty years of his work as an artist, it is 
the most extensive showing of his art ever 
mounted. 
Gauguin as Printmaker: The Volpini 
Suite  March 11-September 18, 
2011 
One of the most important printmaking 
projects of 19th-century France, a complete 
set of Paul Gauguin's famed Volpini prints 
in superb condition was recently acquired 
by the IMA. The portfolio of 11 zinco-
graphs printed on canary yellow paper was 
nicknamed ‗Volpini‘ after the owner of the 
Café des Arts in Paris, where the prints-
were presented during the summer of 
1889. The occasion marked the first time 
that the Pont-Aven School paintings and 
prints of Gauguin and his colleagues were 
publicly exhibited. 
 
Material World                
 April 22, 2011-February 5, 2012 
From court dress to couture, the objects in 
Material World will feature extravagant or-
namentation of textiles and personal adorn-
ment from cultures around the world while 
highlighting the significance of textiles in 
displaying wealth, status and power. The 
exhibition will showcase items adorned 
with luxurious materials including gold and 
metallic threads, beads, shells, mirrors, 
semi-precious stones, bones, fur and feath-
ers, ranging from a Buddhist bone apron to 

to Dior and Chanel couture pieces, span-
ning several centuries to the present 
day.Dynasty and Divinity: Ife Art in 
Ancient Nigeria  July 
8, 2011-January 15, 2012 
The artworks of ancient Ife, the ancient 
Yoruba city state, are technically and 
visually among the most remarkable in 
the world, including near life-size heads 
and figures of humans in terra cotta and 
bronze, some cast of nearly pure copper. 
Dynasty and Divinity: Ife in Ancient Nigeria 
features the artistic accomplishments of 
this unique 12th- to 15th-century civiliza-
tion in what is today southwestern Nige-
ria, and examines how factors of dynastic 
power and divine authority shaped the 
exceptional arts from Ife. 

_____________________________ 

Textile Conservation Services--
Indianapolis 

Harold Mailand, Sarah Noggle, and Jim 
Douglas have been working on a 17th c. 
tapestry for the the University of Tennes-
see at Knoxville.  An Alexander Girard 
banner is receiving remedial treatment 
and new mounting system for a church in 
Columbus, IN. One early 20th c. cos-
tume and one 1920's costume are slated 
for treatment.  Meanwhile, Harold keeps 
pecking away at his book. 

Indiana University Art Museum – 
Bloomington 

The conservation department at the Indi-
ana University art museum welcomes 
Rita Klofta for a semester long pre-
program internship. 

Jennifer Hein, Textile Specialist – 
Indianapolis 

The Indiana War Memorial had two silk 
Japanese red ―meatball‖ flags treated.   
The 2‘ insignia flag was 1 of 3 flags with 
the red ball national logo that had a dye 
control problem while cleaning.  Japa-
nese silk dyes were not standardized ear-
lier than the 1930‘s so do be wary of 
orange- reds.   They will be interpreted 
from a member of the Japanese Society 
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 NEWS FROM INDIANA CONTINUED 

so the red may be dated more closely.  In the second half of 2010, more flags for the IWM were stabilized, including six Civil War 
flags, a Spanish American War flag, two WWI flags, a WWII flag and an Iraqi flag.  A 12 foot wool 1865 funerary banner flag was 
stabilized with traditional hand sewing of net overlays and backing.  Thankfully, spring break is here. 

Easter Conservation Services - Indianapolis 

Easter Conservation Services is pleased to announce that we are entering our 10th year of business!!!  We opened in March of 2001 
(soon followed by 9/11/01- not a good time to start a business) and here we are 10 years later. We have enjoyed serving the Indian-
apolis areas, have branched into a few regions in Ohio, and continue to see and work on frames and objects that are interesting and 
challenging. We've had great supportfrom the community and look forward to another 10 years (I think). 

Intermuseum Conservation Associa-
tion 

Mark Erdmann, objects conservator, Anne 
Hinebaugh, objects conservation assistant, 
and Noel Ward, objects conservation prepa-
rator are working on 12 mosaic tiles from 
the ancient city of Antioch which belong to 
Bowling Green State University. The mosa-
ics, which depict decorative elements such as 
birds and theater masks, will go through a 
multi-phase conservation treatment process 
that will involve: the removal of a previously 
applied yellowed coating, surface cleaning, 
consolidation of crumbling mortar and loose 
tesserae, and remounting on lightweight, 
rigid panels. The panels will be installed 
under a protective glass layer in the floor of 
a new theater building that is scheduled to 
open at Bowling Green in 2011.  

The objects conservation department is also 
working on concrete animals which were 
commissioned by the WPA for a 1940 hous-
ing project in Tremont. The original whim-
sical animals which stood outside are much 
worn and barely recognizable. They are be-
ing resurfaced and sculpted using period 
photographs to be used as models for ure-
thane molds which will be used to create 
new animals out of cast stone.  

 

The Cleveland Museum of Art 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is offering an 

advanced fellowship in either painting or 

paper conservation beginning November 

2011.  The fellowship will be for one year  

NEWS FROM OHIO 

with the possibility for renewal up to three 

years.  The fellow‘s work will focus on the 

Museum‘s permanent collection and as 

such s/he will work closely with the Mu-

seum‘s conservation and curatorial 

staffs.  The fellow will have the opportunity 

to carry out examinations and treatments 

on a variety of materials within his/her 

specialty, perform courier responsibilities, 

participate in a wide range of conservation 

activities and pursue a publishable research 

project. 

Candidates must be a graduate of a recog-
nized conservation training program with at 
least one year of additional practical experi-
ence beyond graduation. English language 
skills are required. Candidates must submit 
an example of their research and writing 
with their application.       

The fellows will receive an annual stipend 
of $30,000, with an additional $3,000 al-
lowance for travel and re-
search.  Compensation will include the 
Museum‘s health benefits and vacation.   

Application deadline is May 31, 2011 

In paintings conservation, Monet‘s Water-
lilies is being prepared for loan to the Nel-
son Atkins Museum and the Saint Louis Art 
Museum to reunite the triptych for the first 
time in 30 years. The objects conservators 
are working on the reinstallation of the 
west side of the lower level of the 1916 
building. Assistant objects conservator  

Samantha Springer is expecting a baby girl 
in April.      

  

Emily O’Brien 

Freelance conservator Emily O‘Brien 
writes that she is in Merida, Yucatan, 
Mexico doing archaeological conservation 
for the Xuenkal Archaeological Project      
(PAX) until June. She is  heartbroken 
about missing out on the terrible winter 
weather we are having! 

 

Carlo Maggiora 

In 2010, Carlo and Cristina, of Carlo 
Maggiora museum mountmakers, along 
with mountmaker Paul Daniel, made 
mounts for the The Johns Hopkins Ar-
chaeological Museum, in Baltimore, under 
the direction of curator-conservator San-
chita Balachandran and director Betsy 
Brian, with design by Chuck 
Mack. The  Johns Hopkins Archaeological 
Museum opened December 5th 2010. The 
collection consists of 640 objects, mostly 
Egyptian, Roman and Greek antiquities, 
exhibited in the new museum in newly 
renovated Gillman Hall.  

http://archaeologicalmuseum.jhu.edu/ 

http://carlomaggiora.com/ 

http://archaeologicalmuseum.jhu.edu/
http://carlomaggiora.com/
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News From Missouri 

Heugh-Edmondson Conservation Services, LLC will be host to Hsiu-mei Huang for a four-month internship starting in April.  Hsiu-
mei is completing her studies in paper and photograph conservation at the Graduate Institute of Conservation of Cultural Relics, 
Tainan City, Taiwan (R.O.C.), and this internship is an important part of her education experience.  We are pleased to be able to 
offer her this opportunity, and we look forward to the international exchange. 

 

Also at H-E, Tom and Technicians Tessa Gadomski and Lexi Janezic have continued working on the Harry S Truman Home wallpaper 
restoration project.  They are installing the paper in the Gates Bedroom, and have a significant portion of paper from the Guest Bed-
room yet to clean, repair and line, and install by the May 31 deadline.  Nancy continues to contribute in the studio on weekends, and 
helps oversee our pre-program intern Kansas City Art Institute senior Kate Soutar from the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art: 

 

Rose Daly, third year Objects Intern from WUDPAC, has been painstakingly cleaning Louise Nevelson's large installation piece "End 
of Day - Nightscape IV".  All work is being done in the gallery, and Rose gives gallery talks twice weekly during which she discusses 
Nevelson's working process, as well as the conservation process.  Objects Conservation is in the process of reviewing and treating the 
Islamic ceramic collection, and Painting Conservator Mary Shafer is contributing to a special section of the Monet "Water Lillies" ex-
hibition (with the Cleveland Museum of Art and St. Louis Art Museum) focusing on conservation. 

 

News From Minnesota 

Midwest Art Conservation Center paintings 
conservators, Joan Gorman and David Mar-
quis, were featured in a recent episode of 
MN Originals, a Twin Cities Public Televi-
sion program.  The episodes are archived 
and can be accessed at the TPT website. 

At the Minnesota Historical Society, Tom 
Braun and Ann Frasina  have been busy 
preparing objects for the upcoming 
Munsingwear Company of Minneapolis 
exhibit and catalog.  Tom has been working 
on a Wildman knitting machine, three feet 
in diameter and weighing over 400 
pounds.  The exhibition will open in May at 
the Historical Society. 

Sherelyn Ogden encapsulated a county atlas 
in Polyester film and bound it in three vol-
umes for a map exhibit that will travel 
around the state. Tim Herstein has been 
busy re-housing parts of the art on paper 
and oversized photographs in the Historical 
Society collections. 

  

2011 MACC Workshops 

Preparing for a Disaster: Writing and Up-
dating a Comprehensive Disaster Prepared-
ness and Emergency Response Plan for  

Cultural Collections  Date: June 10, 2011 

| 9:00 – 4:30 Location: Minitex, Uni-
versity of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN
  Date: June 17, 2011 | 9:00 – 4:30 
Location & co-sponsor: Des Moines 
Art Center, Des Moines, IA 

Date: November 13, 2011 | 10:00 – 3:30 
Location: John Michael Kohler Arts 
Center, Sheboygan, WI (Sunday before 
the Wisconsin Federation of Museums An-
nual Conference) 

Date: TBD, 2011 | 9:00 – 4:30 Location: 
South Dakota, TBD 

Date: TBD, 2011 | 9:00 – 4:30 Location: 
North Dakota, TBD 

MACC‘s Preservation Services will teach this 
one-day workshop on writing a Disaster Pre-
paredness and Emergency Response Plan for 
institutions with collections. You‘ll receive: 
practical instruction on writing a plan outline 
for your cultural institution; relevant articles 
on disaster topics; and examples of other Dis-
aster Plans. You‘ll learn response priorities 
and how to best deal with the different types 
of disasters that could affect your collection. 
Writing a good Disaster Plan can be the most 

important collection care measure your 

institution ever takes. $50 for MACC 
members and non-members    

Storing and Preserving Still Photo-

graphic Materials Collections   Date: 

September 16, 2011 | 9:00 – 4:00 
Location & co-sponsor: Des 
Moines Art Center, Des Moines, IA 

  Date: September 26, 2011 | 9:00 – 

4:00 Location: Wisconsin State 

Arts Board, Madison, WI   Date: 

October 3, 2011 | 9:00 – 4:00 
Location: Minitex, University of 

Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN   
Date: October 28, 2011 | 9:00 – 4:00
 Location: North Dakota Heritage 
Center, Bismarck, ND (North Da-
kota Governor’s Conference) 

MACC Paper Conservator, Dianna Clise, 
will teach this one-day workshop. You‘ll 
receive: hands-on experience in the iden-
tification of various types of negatives 
and prints from MACC‘s extensive pho-
tographic study collection; identification 
of the agents of deterioration in photo-
graphic materials; hands-on identification 
of types of damages; proper exhibition  



to each participant. $295 for MACC 
members and $355 for non-
members   

Writing Grants for Preservation 
and Conservation Projects  Date: 
TBD, 2011 | 9:00 – 4:00 Location: 
TBD  MACC‘s Preservation Services 
will teach this two-day workshop. 
You‘ll learn about the different types 
of grants available through the federal 
government, as well as practical 
information on public and private 
funding sources. Instructors will 
present on grant-writing to fund 
General Preservation Assessment 
Surveys; Long Range Preservation 
Plans; staff trainings; supplies and 
materials; HVAC system upgrades; 
storage renovations; detailed surveys; 
conservation treatments and even very 
large projects. The second day will 
allow participants to focus on 
developing specific grants for their 
prioritized needs. The goal of the 
workshop is for participants to leave 
the session with a draft proposal. 
Preservation Services staff will follow-
up with participants who are 
d e v e l o p i n g  f u l l  g r a n t s 

applications. $195 for  MACC 
members and $245 for non-
members   
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News From Minnesota 

and storage materials and a brief discussion on 
digitizing photographic materials collections. A 
comprehensive notebook of technical leaflets 

will be provided for each participant. $195 
for MACC members and $245 for non-
members    

The Research and Writing of a Long Range 
Preservation Plan  Date: TBD, 2011 | 9:00 
– 4:30 Location: Iowa TBD 

Date: TBD, 2011 | 9:00 – 4:30 Location: 
Wisconsin TBD 

MACC Preservation Services will teach this 
two-day workshop. You‘ll learn how to de-
velop and write a Long Range Conservation 
Plan with an accompanying funding strategy - 
an essential grant and collections management 
tool that defines institutional preservation and 
conservation goals for a 5- to 10-year period. 
The course will cover the basics of the writing 
process for this document, including how to 
establish a length and structure appropriate for 
your institution. Other topics will include how 
to use the recommendations from a General 
Preservation Needs Assessment Survey com-
bined with curatorial priorities to develop a 
realistic prioritized plan, as well as reviewing 
the Federal Grant Funding Protocol to make 
sure appropriate projects are developed in a  

logical progression. The instructor will work 
directly with you to develop a detailed out-
line to use toward completion of your insti-
tution‘s plan. A notebook of related techni-
cal leaflets, articles and related information 

will be provided to each participant.  $235 
for MACC members and $295 for non-
members    

Preservation and Conservation Needs for 

Collections Management Policies  Date: 

Fall 2011 TBD Location: Minneapolis, 

MN            TBD    This two-day workshop 
will be taught by MACC‘s Preservation Ser-
vices along with experts in art and artifact 
insurance, appraisals and curation. This 
workshop will present and instruct you on 
important issues found in Collections Man-
agement Policies that deal directly with 
preservation and conservation concerns. 
Speakers will address the philosophies and 
reasoning of why incorporating preservation 
and conservation issues into a Collections 
Management Policy is necessary, as well as 
how this can be done practically for the 
benefit of your collection. Insuring and man-
aging collections with regard to preservation 
and conservation concerns should be defined 
in your Collections Management Policy. A 
notebook of related technical leaflets, arti-
cles and related information will be provided  

NEWS COORDINATORS             

for  2010 

Andrea Chevalier 

David Marquis 

David Miller 

Tom Edmondson 

Barbara Heller 

Elena King  

News From MICHIGAN 

Detroit Institute of Arts 

We are very pleased to announce that Alfred 
Ackerman celebrated his 25th anniversary in 
January and John Steele celebrated his 19th 
anniversary in March. Kudos to both for their 
dedication to the DIA. Conservation staff par-
ticipated in the organization of the current 
special exhibition, Fakes, Forgeries and Mysteries 
which highlights some of the mistakes and 
other discoveries made through the years re-
garding artist attribution, authenticity and 
value of works in the DIA‘s collection. Alfred 
Ackerman and Dr. Cathy Selvius DeRoo can 
be heard as part of the cell phone audio tour. 
Conservation research and analysis is also high-
lighted in the following six podcasts: Enjoy!  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=YP8nmaNQeoQ&feature=player_embedde
d 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=4FF3kxtL058&feature=relmfu 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=y3mnJzo9uvE&feature=relmfu 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=8fHyNULTF9g&feature=relmfu 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=TNVvEtbt2M4&feature=relmfu 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=dke9Is7_WOI&feature=relmfu 

Two more galleries opened at the 
end of 2010. The new Ancient Mid-
dle East gallery reinstallation feature 
Continued on page 11 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YP8nmaNQeoQ&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YP8nmaNQeoQ&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YP8nmaNQeoQ&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4FF3kxtL058&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4FF3kxtL058&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y3mnJzo9uvE&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y3mnJzo9uvE&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8fHyNULTF9g&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8fHyNULTF9g&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNVvEtbt2M4&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNVvEtbt2M4&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dke9Is7_WOI&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dke9Is7_WOI&feature=relmfu
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ARTICLES From ILLINOIS  

Perry Mastodon and Other Animals  

By Jane Foley: Liparini Restoration Studio 

 
Fig 1 working on facsimile leg extensions, near completion 

n the summer of 2010, after many months, Liparini Studios completed the task of renovating the model and bones of Perry Mas-
todon (American mastodon)  owned by Wheaton College, and began the emergency treatment of their rare breed African collec-
tion.  

We conserved the mastodon bones and overhauled the facsimile parts. The real sections included most of the skeleton, some of 
which, for weight reasons especially the skull, were displayed around the room and not on the model. The skull, jaw and teeth pre-
sented their own problems but overall the biggest headache was to reduce the old conservation of the early 1970‘s. 

 Perry (he has his own Facebook page), was donated to the college by a Judge Perry in the late 1960‘s, following its discovery  
when digging a pond in his garden. The mastodon is a specimen of Wheaton College but also a mascot and , beloved member of the 
community. The local population visits him regularly. In light of this, our painstaking work was under scrutiny from the ‗off‘. 

 The bones had been, as was the system in those days, saturated in shellac and those that had been cast for replication on the 
model, to reduce weight, had also been coated with linseed oil as a release agent. They were mostly dark brown. 

 Some forty years on the reduction of these coatings was a hard task. Hours of poulticing with methylene di-chloride in a    

               
 Fig 2lower jaw and teeth                                                                                Fig 3 femur surface tests    

methyl cellulose pack to break up the linseed oil and then ethanol poultices to soften the Shellac produced good results (figs 2 & 3). 

   

I 
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 When the treatment was complete, the redoubtable art riggers, ‗Methods and Materials‘ de-installed the old mount, took 
Perry out through a large hole in the front of the building and, followed by 1000 people, took him (fig 4),  in through another large 
hole in the almost complete new science building a mile away.  Our team followed a few days later to attend to cosmetic and struc-
tural finishing touches with the real legs which were to be reattached to the fiberglass model. 

 
Fig 4 Methods and Materials moving Perry before reinstalling him in new site 

nly days later we got a call to ‗overhaul‘ Wheaton College‘s natural specimen collection which was to be displayed on the 
floor below Perry, in the glass tower of ecology. So we arrived for the examination and found a fine but unstable collection 
which included a couple of ibex a wildebeest and a fine sable antelope. All the specimens had been treated with arsenic, they 
had tears and loss in many parts; hooves were out of alignment with loose horns and detached ears with losses. We had five 

days to work a miracle before the dedication ceremony.    

 

 It was decided to draw on support at a time when, despite having worked with taxidermy specimens at The Field Museum, 
repair of them was not in recent experience. On good advice we contacted the Canadian, natural specimen conservator, Catherin 
Hawks, who was very generous with her advice and told us where were to get synthetic fur to patch the many holes and tears.  

       
Fig 5 weaving in the fake fur on to a sable antelope             Fig 6 injecting nose of an ibex specimen 

 First we made sure to be dressed in disposable shoes and gloves (thrown out twice daily), with overalls (washed nightly).  

All six specimens were brushed and vacuumed; then support backing to all tears (fig 7) was made with Reemay and polyethylene 
foam, to fill the voids. The fake fur was installed into the tears (fig 5) and adhered with Paraloid B72 at 20% in acetone and ethanol, 
after shaving and trimming to size it was colored. Different lengths of fur were used with differing textures to suit the specimen. The 
repaired tears (fig 7), were secured overnight with Saran wrap to allow good adhesion. 

O 
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Fig 8, wrapping a repair in the wildebeest   Fig 9 ear repairs in progress  

 

 Loose horns, delaminating noses (fig 6), and misaligned hooves, were injected with glass microballoons in Acryloid B72 at 
50% in 1:1 ethanol and acetone, to adhere them to the substrates, the joints were filled and retouched. Loose and detached ears were 
supported with fiberglass tissue and adhered to the substrates with 20% Paraloid B72 in acetone and ethanol 1:1 (fig 9). Joints and 
frayed edges of ears were filled with glass microballoons in Acryloid B72, these edges were then burnished to shape and retouched. 

 

 Hooves and horns were finished with light syrup of polyethylene glycol to achieve a suitable finish.  

 

 As we worked the space periodically filled with others coping with the deadline. We kept them away from the specimens and 
from the old poison treatment. The diorama fitters, lighting engineers and academic staff worked away in other parts of the space and 
we finished in time to see the specimens behind glass for the dedication of the new building. 

 

 

--------------------------- 

Fig 7 tears and shrinkage in wildebeest 

REMINDER: 

It is time for the 2011 MRCG Membership Dues. If you have not 
paid your dues yet, please send the $20 membership to Linda But-
ler—MRCG Treasurer, Museum Services Corporation, 385 Bridge-

point Way, South St. Paul,MN55075 
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ARTICLES FROM ILLINOIS  Continued 

The Gannon Initiative: A major cataloging and conservation project at the Newberry Library 
Giselle Simon 

 

 In November 2010 the Newberry Library celebrated the Gannon Initiative, a $750,000 gift given in honor of Sister Ann Ida 
Gannon, BMV, a Newberry Trustee, former President of Mundelein College, and renowned Chicago educator. The gift will provide 
cataloging and conservation for approximately 8,000 titles relating to the early modern period, ca. 1500-1750. The project will focus 
on a selection of religious collections currently in the Newberry‘s backlog of uncataloged materials. Collections include rare and sig-
nificant bibles, liturgical and theological works, sermons, histories, biographies and autobiographies, and scared music.  

 A particularly interesting and challenging collection in the project is a group of 25 Mexican choir books dating from the 16 th-
17th Century. The challenge is in their size- all ranging from 2-3 feet in height, the largest measuring 37‖ x 27‖ x 5‖. The very large 
volumes, produced for worship services, need essential conservation treatment before they can be handled in cataloging.  

 The bindings are leather and parchment over heavy wooden boards, some with brass clasps and bosses, sewn on oversized 

support cords that are laced into the boards. Most of the texts consist of parchment leaves, although a few are paper. The texts are all 

manuscript, usually with black ink or red pigment, with large initials of red or blue pigments. The ink and pigments have not yet been 

analyzed. Due to their size and difficulty in handling, the bindings will be consolidated, repaired and stabilized before the media survey 

of the text begins. The bindings are quite heavy and require at least two handlers. 

  

Linda Kinnaman working on a Choir Book. 

 

The entire lab staff will be working as a team on the treatment, from condition reports to repair, expanding our thinking and methods 
of spine repair as well as the size of book supports! Three of the largest Clarkson foam supports were needed to prop the covers open 
to repair the spine leather of our first patient. After extensive documentation, the process began with cleaning and vacuuming dirt and 
debris from the covers and throughout the text block. Metal clasps and bosses were dry cleaned with soft cloths. Desiccated leather 
was consolidated were needed, but a large portion of the leather was supple and in good condition.  

Portions of the head and tail were missing, with tears at the joints. In this particular example, the spine was somewhat exposed, allow-
ing the application of new stabilizing spine linings. A lamination of airplane cotton and toned Japanese kozo tissue were used for 
leather fills and kozo layers used for strengthening the cord supports, especially at the joints.  

Certainly each volume will be unique and techniques will have to be modified as we go, depending on the condition. The most ex-

treme treatments will involve rebacking, as some spines are missing or completely deteriorated. Each volume will also need some 

type of enclosure that will facilitate easier movement from shelf to reading room table. As our team comes together and discusses the 

bindings, new ideas and solutions evolve.  
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Linda Kinnaman repairing a leather tear.                                               Becky Saiki dry cleaning.  

 

 

Choir Book with corner pieces and bosses.   

 

 

 Some of you may have noticed that our website has been taken down. Miindtouch, the open source for the MRCG website‘s 
program, is no longer supporting wiki pages. The Secretary is currently researching other website development opportunities as well 
as recovery of the information that was stored on the site. It may be likely that we may need to look into a paid website services, 
which would mean set-up and maintenance fees. A free service, like the wiki was, is of course the first choice. 

 

 In order to maintain our presence on the internet, a Facebook page will be created. Although not as much information as the 
website will be contained on the Facebook page, it will provide us the opportunity to post  general information about the group and 
about the meetings. AIC, ICON, IIC, and WAAC have similar organizational pages. 

Note About The Wesite 
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News From MICHIGAN CONTinued 

stone reliefs from the Assyrian Royal Palace 
at Nimrud, Iraq; the well-known dragon 
panel from the Ishtar gate of Babylon; 
Achaemenid reliefs from the palace complex 
at Persepolis, Iran; funerary carvings in ala-
baster from ancient Yemen; and ceramics 
from ancient Anatolia, Turkey. The works 
were treated by John Steele and the 
mounts were prepared by James Storm. 
The reinstallation was supported by a grant 
from the National Endowment of the Arts 
with matching funds from the Ernest and 
Rosemarie Kanzler Foundation Fund. In 
addition, there is a new rotating installation 
of hand, shadow, and string puppets from 
the Paul McPharlin Puppetry Collection. 
Rare American and Italian hand puppets and 
iconic string marionettes, including the 
original Howdy Doody used in the 1940s 
during the early years of broadcast televi-
sion, are included in the opening exhibit. 
The array of puppets on view will change 
every six months as Howard Sutcliffe and 
John Steele continue to conserve puppets so 
they can be displayed, and James will be 
creating mounts as requied. The installation 
was made possible by an endowment fund 
established in 1951 by the McPharlin family 
and The Detroit News. 

 

Christopher Foster conserved numerous 
photographs for the Kertész show that 
opened in November and works of art on 
paper for the animal exhibition that will 
open at the end of March. Barbara Heller 
recently completed conservation assessments 
for the Toledo Museum of Art and the Den-
nos Museum Center in Traverse City, MI. 
Among her various projects, she has updated 
the Emergency Response Team plans, is 
working on collection storage upgrades sup-
ported by the IMLS, and coordinating the 
museum‘s AAM re-accreditation. On behalf 
of the Michigan Alliance for the Conserva-
tion of Cultural Heritage, she has agreed to 
present a Disaster Preparedness Planning 
workshop for the Michigan Museums Asso-
ciation. It is scheduled to place at the Mu-
seum of Cultural History at Central Michi-
gan University in August.  

For those of you who missed seeing the 
Diego Rivers Detroit Industry fresco in the 
Chrysler Eminem Super Bowl Commercial 
- Imported From Detroit, here is the link: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=aNzlkrVQfMM&feature=mfu_in_order
&list=UL 

 

DIA Exhibitions (see also www.dia.org): 

Fakes, Forgeries and Mysteries  

November 21, 2010 – April 10, 2011.  

The show includes 60 paintings, sculptures, 
photographs, prints, drawings and decora-
tive arts from diverse cultures and shows 
how museum staff work behind the 
scenes—using science, technology and art 
historical research—to reveal the DIA's 
greatest art mysteries. The exhibition has 
been organized by the Detroit Institute of 
Arts. Generous support has been provided 
by Chase. Additional support has been pro-
vided by the Michigan Council for Arts and 
Cultural Affairs, National Endowment for 
the Arts, and the City of Detroit. 

 
An Intuitive Eye: André Kertész Pho-
tographs 1914-1969  

November 24, 2010 – May 29, 2011 

The exhibition surveys Kertész‘s career 
with nearly 100 photographs taken in Hun-
gary, Paris and New York, many of which 
are drawn from the DIA‘s permanent col-
lection. Works by these individuals as well 
as other well-known photographers of Paris 
are included in the exhibition. This exhibi-
tion has been organized by the Detroit In-
stitute of Arts. Support has been provided 
by the National Endowment for the Arts 
and the City of Detroit. 

 
It's A Zoo In Here! Prints and Draw-
ings of Animals 

March 23 – July 24, 2011 

Countless creatures by more than 150 
American, European, and Asian artists pro 

provide a look at how animals--as pets, 
beasts of burden, wild in nature, and 
metaphors and symbols--were portrayed 
in different cultures at different periods of 
history. The images range from a water-
color of a lion made by Albrecht Dürer in 
the mid-1490s to butterflies created in 
2008 by Jane Hammond. Filling in the 500
-year gap between these two are many 
famous works, such as a John James Audu-
bon eagle from Birds of America, Manet's 
vision of Edgar Allan Poe's raven, Ma-
tisse's wolf from Jazz, bulls by Goya from 
his Tauromachia series, a monkey family 
by Edvard Munch, parrots by Mary Cas-
satt, vultures by Diego Rivera, and doves 
by Picasso. This exhibition has been or-
ganized by the Detroit Institute of Arts. 
Support has been provided by the City of 
Detroit. 

 

The Henry Ford 

Conservation and Collection Management 
staff is busy with two large projects. The 
first is a major renovation of the mu-
seum‘s car exhibit: Automobile in Ameri-
can Life. The exhibit which has yet to be 
renamed is scheduled to re-open in early 
2012. The launch of a new two-year pro-
ject to create access to digital images of 
The Henry Ford‘s extensive automotive 
collections began in the fall of 2010.  

 

Mary Fahy just completed a conserva-
tion survey of the Oklahoma City and 
Memorial Museum‘s collection of metal 
artifacts related to the 1995 Oklahoma 
City terrorist attack. 

 

Mark Gervasi completed a survey of the 
exhibited furniture at the DIA. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNzlkrVQfMM&feature=mfu_in_order&list=UL
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNzlkrVQfMM&feature=mfu_in_order&list=UL
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNzlkrVQfMM&feature=mfu_in_order&list=UL
http://www.dia.org/
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Call to order and President‘s remarks: 

Lorie Booth called the meeting to order. 

    Attendance: 

35 people in attendance. 

 

Review of Spring 2010 Meeting Minutes: 

Barbra Heller made a correction of the March 20th 2010 business meeting at the DIA where in the Tax Filing  said 15C3 it 
should have been 501C3.  Barbra Heller moved to accept the correction and Cynthia Stowe seconded and all were in favor.  

 

Treasurer‘s Report: 

Peter Mecklemburg moved the treasurer reports fro excel to quickbook.  He said there was much more revenue this year 
as there were 2 meetings.  He also stated that there is no real financial history.  The only fixed asset is the digital recorder 
that was purchased for this year‘s meeting.  Though the group is classified as a 501C3 tax group it is really a 501C6. dues are 
tax reductible but unfortunately contributions are not. Tom Edmonson moved to accept the treasures report and Katie Etre 
seconded and all were in favor.   

Also the guild is to officially purchase QuickBook for the treasurer.  

 

Election of new Officers: 

The position of President and Vice President retain one more year on their terms.  Tom Edmonson moved to vote for 
Kathryn Campbell as Secretary and Shellie Paine Seconded and all were in favor.  Barbra Heller nominated Linda Butler for 
Treasurer and Linda accepts.  Marty R and Chris Young second and all are in favor. 

Peter M motions to encourage younger officers for the MRCG and Tom Edmonson seconds and all are in favor. 

 

Discussion of 2011 Fall Meeting location: 

A few locations were suggested for the Fall 2011 Meeting, including Toledo by Susan Hargrove, Nashville by Chris Young and 
Cynthia Stowe, and New Harmony by Tom Edmonson.  It was decided that the fall 2011 meeting would take place at some 
time between September and early November.   

 

Topics for the 2011 Fall Meeting: 

Lorie Booth proposed the subject of Conservation in Private Practice for the future meeting, and a want for more work-
shops.  A Friday workshop followed by the usual two day meeting was proposed. 

 

Old Business 

Student Membership: 

Discussion of student membership and discounts occurred.  Tom Edmonson stated the need for discounts for 
students wishing to join the MRCG and attend the meetings.  He said that students should have the registration fee 
waived but should have to pay for the breaks (e.g. snacks).   Barbra Heller clarified what the student discount should 
entail and that includes; the student must be a member of MRCG before getting any discount for the meeting, there 
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should be a place on the meeting registration forms for those willing to sponsor a student, and there should be a 
limited number of students allowed this discount and sponsorship. Katie Etre stated that the real problem of cost for 
students is the room and board for the weekend, she suggested that maybe sponsorship included sharing a room 
with.  Katie also suggested there be a line on the registration form; willing to share a room. In the end Barbra Heller 
moved for the first 2-3 students to register for the meeting will get the sponsorship on a first-come first-serve basis, 
a 50% discount will be given to students wishing to attend  the meeting, room sponsorship will be available and they 
must be a member of the gild in order to receive any of these benefits.  Cynthia Stowe seconds the movement and 
all are in favor.  

 

Archives: 

Lorie Booth stated she has additions for the official MRCG archives.  Cecil Mear is the owner and keeper of the 
official archives at this time and requested for records from the last 10 years.  Jim Cutrone stated that he sent his 
records to Richard (last name?).  The Cincinatti Museum archivist is willing to collect and organized the archives so 
they can be more easily maintained by the current archivist for the MRCG. Chris Young made a general request for 
photographs for the archives. Cecil Mear stated a need for a permanent housing for the archives to be kept.  Wendy 
Partrige and (?) offered to house the archives at their institution.  Barbra Heller moved for the archives to be kept at 
the ICA, Heather Gallaway seconded the movement and all were in favor.  Lexi (?) clarifies to send physical hard 
copies of photographs to Cecil Maer for the archives. 

 

Website/Wiki maintenance: 

Lorie Booth stated that the wiki site should be formally made and maintained by the secretary. Chris Young 
moved for the wiki site to be maintained by the secretary, Jim Cutrone seconded the motion and all were in favor.  
Kathryn Campbell explained that the maintenece of the site really needs no tech savy, and it was decided that the 
secretary would create instructions on how to maintain and edit the site. Unanimously voted in. 

 

Revision of Officer‘s manuals: 

Barbra Heller stated the need for the officer manuals to be uptated.  Comments, revisions, and questions to be 
sent to Kathryn Campbell. 

 

Reminder about electronic format of newsletter and importance of keeping MRCG updated with latest email addresses: 

Barbra Heller suggests the updates of emails go to the treasurer.  Jodi Utter suggests an indication on the website as to where up-
dates go. 

New Business 

Oral histories of Midwest conservators: 

Chris Young requested photographs to go with the oral histories of the Midwest institutions.  Rose Daly requests 
permission to distribute oral histories as a member of ICOM, permission was universally agreed to.  Barbra Heller 
proposed a ‗standard‘ format for the oral histories in order to obtain common facts about each institution.  Jennifer 
Hein suggested that Barbra sends a bullet list of things to be included and sent to the institutional heads.  Heather 
Gallaway wanted to make the list an addendum to the oral history so as not to lose the personality of the speeches.  

The MRCG Directory: format of future publications: 

Kathryn Campbell suggests electronic deliveries as far as documentations go.  Google docs with selective access  
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was one suggestion for the distribution of future publications.  Cynthia Stowe stated the need for a hard copy.  
Chris Young motioned to have electronic version of the directory, Barbra Heller amends with unless otherwise re-
quested.  Sherry Batista seconded the motion and it all were in favor. 

 

Adjournment 

Chris Young moved to end the business meeting, Rose Daly seconded an all were in favor. 

 

 

Minutes from Kathryn Campell—MRCG Secretary and Kristy Conner 

Belly up to the Bar at the Pendenmis 
Club! 

Break at the Filson Historical Society 


