
 

 
Dear Colleagues,  
 
     The 2011 annual meeting will be held in Toledo, Ohio on November 18 and19. This 
meeting’s topic will center around exhibitions and exhibition design. Unfortunately, due 
to lack of interest the symposium on Friday November 18 has been cancelled. We are all 
disappointed in the lack of response and this cancellation. Perhaps the economy is still 
playing havoc on our ability to attend conference. However, our regular MRCG confer-
ence will precede with a tour of the Toledo Museum of Art on Friday night and the con-
ference on Saturday at the Toledo Museum of Art in Toledo, Ohio. 

         In preparation of the symposium, many of our talks on Saturday will center  around 
exhibitions. The speakers which we have lined up so far are as follows:  

Patricia Silence, Conservator of Museum Exhibitions and Historic Interiors, Colonial Wil-
liamsburg:  Preventive Conservation at Colonial Williamsburg (tentative) 

 

Moyna Stanton, Paper Conservator, Cleveland Museum of Art:  Technique and Process in 
Paul Gauguin’s Volpini Suite 

 

Suzanne Hargrove Chief Conservator, the Toledo Museum of Art: Toledo Museum of Art 
Goes Green: The Project Continues  
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Samantha Springer, Assistant Objects Conservator, Cleveland Museum of Art: 
The Reinterpretation of an Oversized Renaissance Glazed Terra Cotta 

 

Carrie Roberts, Kelsey Museum of Archaeology, University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, MI: Portals to Eternity:  Technical Study and Treatment of the Terenouthis 
Funerary Stelae at the Kelsey Museum of Archaeology 

  

Sara Wohler and Cynthia Berry:  The Treatment of an early 20th century American 
Impressionist Landscape Painting 

 

Tom Edmondson, Heugh-Edmondson Conservation Services, Kansas City, 
MO:  The Joplin Tornado:  Where was Conservation?  See the plea for conser-
vation help in Joplin on page 3. 

 

Possible suggestions for talks include: 

The logistics of conservation for large exhibitions 

Collaboration during exhibitions 

Exhibitions displaying conservation 

Creative solutions for efficiently conserving an ob-

ject for exhibition 

Interesting pieces recently conserved 

Conservation Science in service for exhibition of 
art 

 

Interesting new techniques for conservation 

 As usual, we are hurting for speakers for the MRCG Conference. Not only does 
speaking at these conference allow you to present your excellent work but allows us to 
learn new techniques to further our profession and provides for excellent networking 
opportunities. Supervisors of interns and the newly graduated! MRCG conferences pro-
vide excellent places for new conservators to get their feet wet in the world of conference 
speaking. Please contact our president Laurie Booth if you are willing to speak. 

 

 LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT—LAURIE BOOTH 

Dear Friends: 
 

      It is with great reluctance and disappointment that I announce that I have decided to cancel the symposium—Conservation Princi-
ples for Conservation Design . While there has been some additional interest expressed from MRCG members, the interest from out-
side our guild is nil. Without the additional support and with the existing numbers currently registered, it simply makes no sense to 
proceed. The treasurer will be refunding the registration to those affected shortly. We do hope that many will attend our shortened 
meeting at Toledo 
      
We are quickly approaching the date set-aside for our Fall Meeting in Toledo, Ohio.  Many of us have not been in Toledo for many 
years (myself included) so it is high time for us to re-familiarize ourselves with this vibrant metropolis nestled on the western bounda-
ries of the great state of Ohio (I’m a bit biased here.)   
 

      Partly to reduce the time burden on our membership, partly due to the lack of speakers, and partly do to originally planned sym-
posium, we decided to limit the duration of our regular meeting this fall to Saturday only.  This will also allow those of us who would 
like more time to explore the Toledo Museum of Art or other nearby attractions the opportunity to do so.   
 

      A block of discounted rate rooms ($94/night) has been reserved at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Toledo for use by meeting and sym-
posium attendees.    Please visit:  www.crowneplazatoledo.com for more information; call (419) 241-1411 for reservations or go to 
Crowne Plaza Toledo to make your reservation online and access our discounted rates directly.  To access these special rates, mention 
that your are attending the MRCG meeting or symposium. 
 

       We have tentative plans to have our traditional reception on Friday night at the Toledo Museum of Art.  The Museum will actu-
ally be a very busy place on Friday night as it is open late and they are planning a number of special events that evening.  As a result,  

CONTINUED OVERLEAF   

http://www.crowneplazatoledo.com/
http://www.crowneplaza.com/redirect?path=asearch&brandCode=cp&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=TOLSS&rateCode=6CBARC&_PMID=99801505&GPC=MID
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 LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT CONTINUED: 
 

there will be a great deal to see and do.  For more information on all the activities planned, please visit their website:  http://
www.toledomuseum.org/  For more information on restaurants, additional hotels, other museums and attractions in the Toledo area 
visit http://www.toledo.com/ 
 

       We have an excellent slate of presentations lined-up for the Saturday meeting, as well as tours of the Museum’s conservation and 
storage facilities.  We may have time for one or two more presentation, so if you are interested in giving a paper, please email me at 
laurie@mwestcons.com to further discuss the possibilities. 
 

       We will be sending out an update email to our membership when the schedule for Friday and Saturday becomes more definite – 
so stay tuned. 

I hope to see all of you in Toledo!   

 

Cordially, 

Laurie Booth 

President MRCG 

 

PLEA FROM JOPLIN 
Tom Edmonson 

Well, Paula and I made the trip down to Joplin yesterday.  104F was the temperature.  There has been a lot of debris re-
moval but there is still an overwhelming amount of debris and wreckage throughout the so-called "dead zone".  The perimeter of this 
zone has badly damaged buildings and major damage to trees, cars, etc, and borders an area at least 2 mi wide and at least 6 mi in 
length, probably longer because it was doing damage on the west end of the zone before it actually touched down, when it simply de-
stroyed everything in its path before lifting up east of town where it continued to do damage as it departed.  The latest estimate on 
strength is that it can't be measured, that it was in excess of EF-5.  My estimation of the damage is that somewhere between 40% and 
50% of the town has been destroyed and damaged beyond repair, and then there are the structures that can and will be repaired.  All 
of the schools are destroyed, several churches, all medical facilities (which were all clumped together in one part of town and took a 
direct hit), and the south half of the downtown business district is gone, as well as miles and miles of residential areas and nursing 
homes, etc.  Most of the working artists' studios were in the "dead zone" and are gone, and much of the artwork that they recovered 
was apparently destroyed by them because they didn't understand that some at least could be recovered.  Four volunteers helping with 
the recovery have died:  one was struck by lightning the day after the tornado, one had a heart attack (apparently heat induced), and 
one died of injuries after a fall, and I believe one contracted pneumonia from exposure to the weather and breathing dust, etc, and 
died.  Depression is a major concern, and there have been at least 4 suicides that have been connected to the tornado event. 

Frank Young is considered to be the area's best working painter, and he is the one who pulled as many of his canvases from 
the wreckage of his studio as he could get to and threw them in a dumpster because he didn't think anything could be done.  He didn't 
come to the meeting yesterday, and there are concerns about his depression.  Be aware that the above are simply highlights (for lack of 
a more appropriate term), and that there is so much more than can be accurately described.  The enormity of this event is on a par 
with what happened in New Orleans.  The fact that only 159 residents instead of thousands were killed escapes explanation and defies 
logic. 

I have to get this off my chest:  In my opinion AIC and the conservation community has failed miserably here.  From what I 
can gather the CERT program is intended only for museums, which do not really represent society as a whole.  As a broad generality, 
museums tend to hold the rare and/or the best (in someone's opinion), and therefore cannot and do not represent the reality of soci-
ety-at-large.  I have always thought that conservation's goal is to preserve and as necessary, restore material culture.  I did not think 
that it was just for museum material culture, if you will.  I think a CERT team should have been sent to Joplin within the first few 
weeks just to get the word out that damaged artworks, historically important items, even personal items, should be gotten to a place 

CONTINUED OVERLEAF   

http://www.toledomuseum.org/
http://www.toledomuseum.org/
http://www.toledo.com/
mailto:laurie@mwestcons.com
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NEWS FROM MICHIGAN 

PLEA FROM JOPLIN—CONTINUED 

Detroit Institute of Arts: Conservation was 
prominently highlighted in the Fakes, Forgeries and 
Mysteries exhibition Alfred Ackerman and Dr. 
Cathy Selvius DeRoo served on the exhibition 
team participating in content selection to the dis-
play to interpretation. As part of the education 
materials they were featured in utube videos that 
were accessible within the exhibition and from the 
DIA website. Staff is busy preparing objects for 
forthcoming gallery rotations, exhibitions, loans 
and examining proposed acquisitions. Alfred has 
been working on dozen or so paintings (major 
treatments) for an NEA European Paintings grant. 
An article written by Dr. Cathy Selvius DeRoo, in  

collaboration with Dr. Ruth Ann Armitage of 
Eastern Michigan University, on using DART-
TOF mass spectroscopy to identity organic dyes 
was recently published in Analytical Chemistry. 
The Royal Society of Chemistry featured the 
research on its website as did the American 
Chemical Society. Christopher Foster exam-
ined, treated and prepared several hundred 
prints and drawings from the DIA collection for 
It’s a Zoo in Here and the forthcoming exhibition 
Once Upon a Time: Prints and Drawings that Tell 
Stories. John Steele has been prepping objects 
for Tableware from the Detroit Institute of Arts exhi-
bition at the Alberto L. Lorenzo Cultural Center 

at Macomb Community College, puppet 
rotations, and the Duffy exhibition. To-
gether with associate curator of contempo-
rary art Becky Hart, John is working on 
preparations for treating Tony Smith’s 
Gracehoper, participated in a symposium on 
the authenticity of our Gudea figure organ-
ized the curator of the Arts of Asia and the 
Islamic World Dr. Heather Ecker, and pre-
sented a poster in Maastricht with assistant 
curator of European art Yao-Fen You on the 
tool marks and construction techniques used 
on the Lamentation, a late Medieval Nether-
landish sculpture group.  

where they can be held until there is time to deal with them.  A lot would still have been lost, but perhaps not deliberately discarded 
because of a lack of information.  If it is true that this situation does not fit the guidelines for deploying a CERT team then in my opin-
ion the value of CERT is questionable. 

 

That having been put forth:  What Linda Teeter would like to have presented in Joplin is perhaps a one-day seminar on emer-
gency preparedness and response and recovery.  She thinks that Joplin needs to be forward thinking, and get better prepared should 
another major area-wide disaster strike the community.  Does AIC/FAIC have a prepared presentation that would address this kind of 
situation that Paula and I can use?  If CERT has something that is museum oriented can it be modified to be applicable to a community 
of individual human beings?  When I looked at what I could readily find on the AIC website, and other material that was presented 
yesterday that came from NEDCC, it is all based on the premise that there was a fire, a water main break, a sprinkler system misfire, a 
roof leak, etc, none of it really pertains to something of this magnitude.  Did anything get developed out of the experiences in Louisi-
ana after Katrina and following R-named hurricane, or were all efforts focused only and museums and other institutional reposito-
ries?  Does MRCG have anything in the wings?  Or, should Paula and I take what resources we have available to us and put together a 
presentation that we believe suits the situation? 

 

Although we both felt the trip to be well worth the effort, our meeting was with only two people:  Linda Teeter, the organ-
izer, and Brad Belk, Director of the Joplin Museum.  Brad is quite savvy and on top of things.  His museum and the art center are in 
the north part of Joplin, where it looks as if the storm never took place.  He is willing to do whatever to be of help.  We first met up 
with Linda in an art gallery that is located a block from the north edge of the path of destruction.  Brad is looking into the possibility of 
getting us, or someone, a slot in a historical preservation conference that is coming up this fall, and there is a possibility of either doing 
a stand-alone presentation or coupling our presentation with the preservation conference.  I don't have any specifics on that confer-
ence but am hoping to have information in the very near future.  Linda was hoping to do something in about 6 weeks, but neither 
Paula nor I can do that because of previous obligations.  I can do something sometime after September or mid-October. 

 

We met with one artist, whose work was quite good.  She brought in 4 items and Paula and I were able to give her some 
guidance on how to decide what to give up and what to keep.  All of paintings are cleanable and/or reparable, but one frame is a 
loss.  Her watercolor is badly damaged but can be treated and will be fine when done.  She was extremely appreciative of our advice 
and that we had come to Joplin to help them.  Paula and I think that most stayed away because it is all still too near and raw, and/or 
they (like Frank Young) don't want to hear that something could have been done to the works of art they discarded. 

 

I need a break from this and need to get some work done.  I will appreciate constructive input.  
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 NEWS FROM MICHIGAN CONTINUED 

 Howard Sutcliffe has been treating numerous 
Native American, African and Islamic textiles and 
heretofore never treated marionettes in prepara-
tion for gallery rotations and is attending the 
ICOM conference in Lisbon. Barbara Heller 
has been working on the museum’s reaccredita-
tion and is happy to report the successful com-
pletion of two IMLS CPS storage grants. She also 
helped champion a grant from the Americana 
Foundation to build two cases to feature Ameri-
can pewter and silver from the colonial period 
and the early nineteenth-century, including silver 
made by Paul Revere. 
 
EXHIBITIONS: The major exhibition this fall is 
Rembrandt and the Face of Jesus, 20 November 
2011 to 12 February 2012, which was organized 
by the Detroit Institute of Arts, the Musée du 
Louvre, and the Philadelphia Museum of Art. In 
Detroit, the exhibition is generously supported 
by a gift from the Cracchiolo family. Additional 
support has been provided by the City of De-
troit. The exhibition is supported by an indemni-
ty from the Federal Council on the Arts and the 
Humanities. Other exhibitions organized by the 
DIA include Royal Marionettes from Paul McPharlin 
Puppetry Collection from 29 June 2011 to 1 Janu-
ary 2012, Detroit Revealed: Photographs 2000-2010  

ICA-Art Conservation: Paper Depart-
ment: Treatment of Park Plans from the Cleve-
land Public Library 
 

In addition to checking out the latest bestseller, 
patrons to Cleveland Public Library (CPL) can 
also view many wonderful pieces of Cleveland’s 
rich history. ICA Art Conservation often part-
ners with CPL to conserve some of the more 
unique works in the collection, including five 
park plans from the 1890s that were used in the 
design and creation of some of Cleveland’s most 
beloved parks. These large scale topographic 
renderings were hand-drawn on thick paper 
backed with fabric and rolled for transport to and 
from the field. Over many years of use and stor-
age, the plans are in a severely deteriorated state. 
The paper is brittle, fractured and beginning to 
detach from the fabric backing with numerous 
losses already present and many more pieces 
close to falling off. Because of their size – they 
range between 8 to 12 ½ feet long and about 4 to 
5 feet tall – the plans will need to be stored 
rolled. Rather than try to mend and reattach the 
loose pieces to the unstable and deteriorating 

Preservation of Historic Motorized Vehicles 
on Thursday October 27th at 2Pm on the 
―Connecting to Collections‖ website at http://
www.connectingtocollections.org/calendar/?
month=10&yr=2011#jd-calendar 
Conservators and Specialists at The Henry 

Ford are in the process of conserving nearly 

2000 artifacts for the New ―Driving America 

Exhibition‖ that is scheduled to open in Janu-

ary at The Henry Ford Museum. Simultane-

ously 4000 artifacts are being conserved and 

imaged for inclusion in the museums new 

online access initiative which is also scheduled 

to ―go live‖ in the coming year. 

Mark Gervasi is currently working on the 
new exhibit at The Henry Ford called ―Driving 
America‖, which involves treating early 20th 
century Vehicles—mentioned above. At the 
Edsel and Eleanor Ford Home, Mark just com-
pleted a very extensive survey of the collec-
tion, as well as the condition of the home and 
all its elements. This project took a year to 
complete and will help in creating a complete 
collections management program. In his pri-
vate practice, Mark just completed an historic 
13 foot tall crucifix.  

NEWS FROM OHIO 

 from 16 October 2011 to 8 April 2012 (with 

support provided by Quicken Loans Inc. and 

support for the catalog provided by Further-

more: a program of the J. M. Kaplan Fund), 

Gift of a Lifetime: The James Pearson Duffy Collec-

tion from 14 September 2011 to 18 March 

2012, and Once Upon a Time: Prints and Drawings 

that Tell Stories from 21 December 2011 to 24 

June 2012. 
 

Giorgio Gikas of Venus Bronze Works, De-
troit: Giorgio has been working in Indianapolis 
since April on the conservation and restoration 
of Victory, a 38-foot tall bronze statute, also 
known as Miss Indiana. After completion, the 
statue was reinstalled on top of the Soldiers and 
Sailors Monument in Monument Park on 6 
September 2011. Victory is 118 years old, stands 
284 feet above the ground and weighs 21,000 
pounds. Giorgio worked with five engineers 
and 11 subcontractors on this project. An arti-
cle was published about the treatment in the 
Indianapolis Star newspaper.   
 

The Henry Ford, Dearborn: Mary Fahey 
and Derek Moore will be presenting a Live 
Question and Answer Session on the Care and 

fabric backing, Jamye Jamison, paper conserva-
tor, decided to try a new technique using Las-
caux adhesives to make a heat activated lining 
paper. Taking a page from textile conservation 
and with a lot of trial and error, a technique was 
devised to apply 2:1 mixture of Lascaux 
498HV: Lascaux 360HV to Japanese paper 
creating a layer of adhesive on one side, while 
leaving the other adhesive free. With the object 
face down, the old fabric backing is peeled from 
the back of the paper and the pieces are tacked 
together with a film of the same Lascaux adhe-
sive used for the lining paper to keep them in 
place. Six to eight inch vertical sections are 
released from the fabric at a time and then the 
new lining paper is laid down and attached with 
heat. In this way, all the small fractured pieces 
can be kept together and aligned properly while 
the backing is removed in sections. The edges of 
the lining paper are folded in to create a more 
sturdy edge for handling. With the more flexi-
ble and stable Japanese paper backing, the ob-
jects can be rolled around six inch diameter 
archival tubes for long-term storage with mini-
mal stress to the thick brittle paper.   

Textile Conservation Department: The 
Textile Department is focused on the repro-
duction of a pair of richly embroidered door 
curtains that will hang in the parlor of the 
Hayes Presidential Home. The historic por-
tieres, cotton and wool embroidery on silk, 
were made in Ottawa, IL by the Decorative 
Art Society and took 2 years to complete.  The 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union of 
Illinois presented them to Lucy Hayes in Fre-
mont in 1881. 
 
Using the original panels as a reference, the 
ground fabric was custom woven on a 19th 
century loom by a third generation of heritage 
weavers in Pennsylvania. Two conservators 
and a textile intern are hand-embroidering the 
surface of the yellow rayon satin-weave fabric 
with scrolling vines, fruit and floral designs, 
following patterns traced from the originals. 
The original six by ten-foot portieres are too 
fragile for continued open display and will be 
placed in storage. To date, the ICA stitching 
team has completed over 300 hours of surface 
design embroidery. 
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News From Ohio—Continued 

 

The Cleveland Museum of Art: Amy Crist will be finishing her Mellon Fellowship in paper and working in private practice. In November, 
upon completion of a three-year Mellon fellowship in paper conservation at the Cleveland Museum of Art, Amy Crist will be establishing a private 
practice in Cleveland, Ohio.  Her studio will be outfitted for the conservation of works on paper and books, and also for hand bookbinding pro-
jects, such as custom books, albums, and boxes.  Her website (which is under construction) is www.cristconservation.com, and she can be reached 
at amy@cristconservation.com. 
 

The next Mellon Fellow will be working in the paintings lab at the museum and has been awarded to Catalina Vasquez-Kennedy who will begin 
in November. The department recently purchased a new Bruker portable XRF unit. 
 

Robin Hanson was elected to program chair of textile specialty group. Eileen Sullivan will be finishing her Kress Fellowship at the end of Octo-
ber. Her work has been centered on the treatment of Veronese’s Annunciation. Long time technician Jim George will be retiring December 31, 
2011. 

 

JOB OPPORTUNITY: The Cleveland Museum of Art  

                        Conservation Technician 

Definition 

 

The conservation technician for paintings and frames is responsible for maintaining and monitoring the museum's collection, with an 
emphasis on paintings, frames, and the Asian painting collection.  As a member of the conservation department, the technician is ex-
pected to participate in a proactive fashion in the preservation of the museum’s collection. 

 

Requirements 

 

Bachelor's degree (B. A.) in fine arts from four‑year college or university; at least two to four years related experience and/or training; 
or equivalent combination of education and experience. Employee should be adept at handling works of art according to the conservation 
handling guidelines and have knowledge of the various specializations in the department in particular the materials, techniques and treat-
ment of paintings (including Asian paintings) and frames.  Ability to hinge and mat works of art on paper. 

 

Deadline for application: October 31, 2011 

Send CV and letter of interest to: 

resume@clevelandart.org or to the attention of Human Resources Department, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland Ohio 4106 

News From Missouri 

Heugh-Edmondson Conservation Services, 
LLC is pleased to announce that Nancy and Tom 
are the proud recipients of the 2011 Sheldon and 
Caroline Keck Award that recognizes a sustained 
record of excellence in the education and training 
of conservation professionals.  Although this 
award has been given more than one recipient in a 
year, this is the first time it has been awarded as a 
joint recognition.  The nomination was spear-
headed by former University of Delaware Third 
Year Intern Lisa Duncan (now in private practice 
in Eugene, OR), and was supported by nine pre-
program, program, and mid-career interns and 
colleagues. 

The firm is also pleased to announce that Pre-
program Conservation Technician Tessa 
Gadomski has been accepted into the Uni-
versity of Delaware-Winterthur Museum 
Graduate Program in Art Conservation, and is 
happily into her first year of graduate studies. 
 
Hsiu Mei Huang, a student from the Gradu-
ate Institute of Conservation of Cultural Rel-
ics, Tainan National University of Arts, Tainan 
City, Taiwan, is in her fifth and final month of 
an internship at Heugh-Edmondson Conserva-
tion Services.  It has been a rewarding experi-

ence for all involved, and Hsiu Mei will be 
greatly missed when she leaves in mid-
October. 
 
At the end of May Tom finally wrapped up a 
more than two-year wallpaper project at the 
Harry S Truman Home National Historic Site 
of the National Park Service.  This project 
involved treating just over 1000 square feet of 
wallpaper that was part of a structural stabili-
zation, installation of a fire suppression sys-
tem, and HVAC upgrade project initiated by 
the Park Service. 

http://www.cristconservation.com/
mailto:amy@cristconservation.com
mailto:resume@clevelandart.org
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Barbara Heller 

Andrea Chevalier 

David Marquis 

David Miller 

Tom Edmondson 
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NEWS FROM M ISSOURI CONTINUED 

Rose Emily Daly Cull, who recently completed her University of Delaware Third Year Internship at 
the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, and who helped provide coverage of last year’s wonderful meeting in 
Louisville (KY), has joined her new husband, objects conservator Daniel Cull at the Musical Instrument 
Museum, in Phoenix.  They just departed abroad on their honeymoon. 
 
Paula Hobart, of Hobart Conservation, Kansas City, MO will be working with Tom Edmondson in a 
presentation about response and recovery after a natural disaster at a Missouri Historical Preservation 
Conference in Joplin, MO in early November.  You will remember that approximately 50% of Joplin 
was destroyed by a massive tornado in May.  Destroyed, not just damaged. 
 
Ashleigh Ferguson completed a rewarding summer internship at the Boston Aetheneum and is now 
happily and busily into her second year at Buffalo State majoring in the new book conservation program. 
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Richard C. Baker, Book Conservator, has officially retired and is in the final stages of closing down his 
studio.  He will be establishing a private bindery at his home, and will be offering classes and perhaps 
taking in an occasional project, but will not be advertising for work.  Although he is at a place in his life 
where he can take this opportunity to go in a new direction, he makes it clear that he has not lost his in-
terest in conservation.  We wish him a long, leisurely, and happy retirement.  However, his superb skills 
will be missed by the book and paper conservation community. 

Indianapolis Museum of Art: Two con-
servators have recently joined the staff:  
Amanda Holden is our new Assistant Con-
servator of Textiles. She is a recent graduate of 
the Conservation Center at New York Univer-
sity.  Previous to this new position, Amanda 
interned and worked at the Winterthur Mu-
seum and assisted with courses taught at the 
University of Delaware.  Laura Kubick is 
our new Assistant Conservator of Objects.  
Laura is a graduate of the University of Dela-
ware program and comes to us from the 
Smithsonian American Art Museum, where 
she has been a Post-Graduate Fellow in objects 
conservation.   

Kristin Adsit Watson has also joined us as a 
fourth year graduate intern in objects conser-
vation from the Conservation Center at New 
York University NYU.  

Rebecca Summerour, Master of Arts candi-
date from the SUNY Buffalo State art conser-
vation program, was an IMA Scholar in the 
textile lab this summer.  Her primary project 
was to establish a protocol for stabilizing and 
returning original under-upholstery elements 
to the frames of a suite of circa 1860 Leon 
Marcotte seating furniture using minimally 
intrusive methods.  Rebecca also planned and 
led a natural dying workshop for conservation 
department staff, in which a group of samples 
of known dyestuffs, mordants and modifiers 
were produced for use in building a library of 
reference spectra in the conservation science 

lab, where volunteer, Dr. Victor Chen has been 
working to get our dye analysis program up and 
running.  

Dr. Gregory Smith continues to promote the 
newly opened conservation science lab at the IMA 
through regional and national lectures.  Greg is 
presenting a series of 3 lectures to a local science 
and technology group that has been meeting 
weekly in Indianapolis since 1918.  He and erst-
while IMA postdoctoral scholar Dr. Jie Liu, have 
also incorporated a new imaging technology into 
the lab’s cross section analysis protocols.  The 
system allows correlated imaging of samples using 
both light microscopy (brightfield, darkfield, fluo-
rescence) and SEM-EDS (backscattered, secondary 
electron, elemental maps).  They have presented 
their findings with conservator Christina O’Con-
nell in a poster at Microscopy and Microanalysis 
2011 in Nashville titled Fast Structural and Composi-
tional Analysis of Cross Section Samples from a Painting 
Using “Shuttle & Find.’  Dr. Liu has since moved to 
the DC area and new volunteer staff have joined 
the lab including professional technician Ellen 
Leonard from IUPUI’s medical school and under-
graduate chemistry major Maraya Baumanis from 
Butler University. 

Morgan Hayes, a paintings conservation sum-
mer student from the University of Delaware, 
assisted Linda Witkowski and Christina Milton 
O’Connell with the treatment of ―America‖ by 
Leon Reni Mel for the National Headquarters of 
the American Legion in downtown Indianapolis 
http://www.imamuseum.org/

blog/2011/07/20/rediscovering-america/
#more-17598s 

Linda Witkowski and Christina Milton 
O’Connell recently completed comprehen-
sive treatments of 18th-century painted 
sketches from the IMA’s permanent collec-
tion.  The oil sketches are now on display as 
part of a mini-exhibition in the European Gal-
leries. Christina plans to write a blog about the 
conservation treatment she completed on the 
sketch by Sebastiano Conca in the coming 
weeks.   

Conservation Technician II Laura Mosteller 
attended the Campbell Center Course on Tra-
ditional Gilding with Hubert Baija. 

Richard McCoy will present a talk on ―Use, 
Degradation, and Patina: A Case Study at the 
Miller House & Garden of Charles and Ray 
Eames Furniture‖ at Future Talks 011-
Technology and Conservation of Modern Ma-
terials in Design at the Pinakothek der Mod-
erne in Munich, Germany, October 26-28, 
2011. 
EXHIBITIONS: Art of the American Indians: 
The Thaw Collection, December 2, 2011-
February 12, 2012 
The Eugene and Clare Thaw Collection of 
North American Indian art comprises more 
than 800 masterpieces of Native American art 
from across North America and spanning more 
than 2,000 years. This exhibition features 
more than 80 of the most outstanding works of 
art drawn from this collection, now held at the  

http://www.imamuseum.org/blog/2011/07/20/rediscovering-america/#more-17598s
http://www.imamuseum.org/blog/2011/07/20/rediscovering-america/#more-17598s
http://www.imamuseum.org/blog/2011/07/20/rediscovering-america/#more-17598s
http://www.imamuseum.org/calendar?date=2011-12-02
http://www.imamuseum.org/calendar?date=2011-12-02
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Fenimore Art Museum. The exhibition 
highlights the beauty and virtuosity of each 
piece, presenting it as a milestone of crea-
tivity and individual artistic expression. The 
exhibition also reveals the extraordinary 
range of art produced by Native American 
cultures. While the works of art are enor-
mously diversified in type, style, and use of 
materials, they evince a consistent apprecia-
tion of the power of the natural world in 
human affairs and the universal appeal of 
beautifully realized works of art. This exhi-
bition is organized by the Fenimore Art 
Museum in Cooperstown, New York. 
 
Universe Is Flux: The Art of Tawara 
Yusaku, November 11, 2011-April 1, 2012 

The Indianapolis Museum of Art will present the first 

large-scale exhibition of works by Tawara Yusaku, a 

contemporary Japanese artist known for his highly 

energetic brushstroke. Universe Is Flux: The Art of 

Tawara Yusaku will feature works inspired by 

Tawara’s belief that the universe is unstable and con-

stantly changing. Executed primarily in ink on paper, 

his works use the cumulative effect of many brush-

strokes to create powerful and expressive works 

 
Indiana Historical Society: Susan Rogers’ 
position of Conservator has been changed to Senior 
Conservator at the Indiana Historical Society paper 
conservation lab.  Susan has over 25 years of experi-
ence in treatments to both paper and photographs.   

 Elise Thall Calvi’s position of part time 
Conservation Technician II has been made full 
time.  Her new position title is Conserva-
tor.  Elise has over 20 years of experience in 
preservation and last year accepted invitations 
to train in the book conservation labs at the 
Library of Congress and the University of 
Notre Dame.   
 

Dr.  Molly Faries, Bloomington, IN: the 
Centraal Museum, Utrecht, published the 
catalogue of its early paintings this spring, 
edited by Molly Faries and Liesbeth Helmus, 
written by Molly Faries, Liesbeth Helmus, and 
Dorien Tamis. 

http://www.codart.nl/news/640/ 

NEWS FROM  INDIANA—Continued 

NEWS FROM MINNESOTA 

Midwest Art Conservation Center: 
This fall, Joan Gorman, Elizabeth 
Buschor, and David Marquis will be 
conducting the treatment of the John 
Steuart Curry murals in the 1937 Biochem-
istry Building of the University of Wisconsin
-Madison.  Midwest Art Conservation Cen-
ter (MACC) conservators worked with the 
university, construction company, contrac-
tors, architects and engineers to assure the 
murals were protected during a multi-year 
demolition, construction, and expansion 
project at the Biochemistry campus.  
  
David Marquis was featured in Minnesota 
Originals, a Minnesota Public Television 
program that highlights area artists.  The 
program was filmed in the MACC Paintings 
Laboratory and included David’s research 
on two Tahitian paintings by Paul Gauguin.  
  
Recently, Joan Gorman presented a lec-
ture and workshop to an international group 
of artists participating in the Leigh Yawkey 
Woodson Art Museum’s annual Birds in Art 
exhibition.  
 

 Workshops: The Research and Writing 
of a Long Range Conservation Plan 
Date: October 18 & 19, 2011 | 9:00 – 
4:30 
Location: Iowa State University, 
Ames, Iowa 
Date: November 8 & 9, 2011 | 9:00 - 
4:30 
Location: Chazen Museum of Art, 

Madison, WI 
In association with the Midwest Registrars Com-
mittee  

MACC Preservation Services will teach this two-day 
workshop. You’ll learn how to develop and write a 
Long Range Conservation Plan with an accompany-
ing funding strategy - an essential grant and collec-
tions management tool that defines institutional pres-
ervation and conservation goals for a 5- to 10-year 
period. The course will cover the basics of the writ-
ing process for this document, including how to 
establish a length and structure appropriate for your 
institution. Other topics will include how to use the 
recommendations from a General Preservation 
Needs Assessment Survey combined with curatorial 
priorities to develop a realistic prioritized plan, as 
well as reviewing the Federal Grant Funding Proto-
col to make sure appropriate projects are developed 
in a logical progression. The instructor will work 
directly with you to develop a detailed outline to use 
toward completion of your institution’s plan. A 
notebook of related technical leaflets, articles and 
related information will be provided to each partici-
pant.  
 
Archival Recertification Credits (ARCs) are available 
to certified archivists who take this workshop. 
 
$235 for MACC members and $295 for non-
members   

Storing and Preserving Still Photographic Mate-
rials Collections                                                      
Date: October 3, 2011 | 9:00 – 4:00 
Location & co-sponsor: Minitex, University 
of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 

 
Date: October 28, 2011 | 9:00 – 4:00 
Location: Bismark Convention Center, 
Bismarck, ND 
MACC Paper Conservator, Dianna Clise, will 
teach this one-day workshop. You’ll receive: 
hands-on experience in the identification of 
various types of photographs from MACC’s 
extensive photographic study collection; iden-
tification of the agents of deterioration in pho-
tographic materials; hands-on identification of 
types of damages; proper exhibition and stor-
age materials and a brief discussion on digitiz-
ing photographic materials collections. A com-
prehensive notebook of technical leaflets will 
be provided for each participant. 
$195 for MACC members and $245 for non-
members   

Preparing for a Disaster: Writing and 
Updating a Comprehensive Disaster Pre-
paredness and Emergency Response Plan 
for Cultural Collections 

Date: October 4, 2011 | 9:00 - 4:00 
Location: North Dakota State Univer-
sity, Fargo 
Co-Sponsored by the North Dakota Art Gallery 
Association and the North Dakota State University 
Libraries 

Date: October 28, 2011 | 9:00 - 4:00 
Location: South Dakota Public Univer-
sities and Research Center, Sioux Falls 
Co-Sponsored by the South Dakota Art Museum and 
University of South Dakota Art Galleries  

http://www.imamuseum.org/calendar?date=2011-11-11
http://www.codart.nl/news/640/
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Date: November 13, 2011 | 10:00 – 3:30 
Location: John Michael Kohler Arts 
Center, Sheboygan, WI 
(Sunday before the Wisconsin Federation of 
Museums Annual Conference) 

MACC’s Preservation Services will teach this 
one-day workshop on writing a Disaster Pre-
paredness and Emergency Response Plan for 
institutions with collections. You’ll receive: 
practical instruction on writing a plan outline 
for your cultural institution; relevant articles 
on disaster topics; and examples of other Dis-
aster Plans. You’ll learn response priorities 
and how to deal with the different types of 
disasters that could affect your collection. 
Writing a good Disaster Plan can be the most 
important collection care measure your instit- 
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ution ever takes.  
$50 for MACC members and non-members    

Writing Grants for Preservation and Conser-
vation Projects   
Date: October 6 & 7, 2011 | 9:00 - 4:00 
Location: Midwest Art Conservation  
Center, Minneapolis, MN  
 
MACC’s Preservation Services will teach this two-
day workshop. You’ll learn about the different 
types of grants available through the federal gov-
ernment, as well as practical information on pub-
lic and private funding sources. Instructors will 
present on grant-writing to fund General Preser-
vation Assessment Surveys; Long Range Conserva-
tion Plans; staff training; supplies and materials; 
HVAC system upgrades; storage renovations; 
detailed surveys; conservation treatments and 

even very large projects. The second day will 
allow participants to focus on developing spe-
cific grants for their prioritized needs. The 
goal of the workshop is for participants to 
leave the session with a draft proposal. Preser-
vation Services staff will follow-up with par-
ticipants who are developing full grants appli-
cations. 
$195 for MACC members and $245 for non-
members    

 

Minnesota Historical Society: Tom Braun 
at the Minnesota Historical Society has been 
busy cleaning the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
on the State Capitol Grounds, which had some 
areas of Kasota stone which had become quite 
dark.  He has also been helping prepare for the 
upcoming exhibit, 1968, which opens in early 
October. 

Our New MRCG  Web-Space! 

 As was reported in the Spring 2011, our MRCG Wikipedia page was no longer being supported in 
a free format. Luckily Richard McCoy continues to be our technology guru, while the all of our officers 
were swimming in our semi-technological illiteracy. Richard has created a blog/webpage for the MRCG! 

 The address for this webpage is: www.themrcg.wordpress.com 

 

Thank you so much Richard! 

Logistics For Toledo 

 This year our meeting will be held in Toledo, 
Ohio. Despite its name Toledo has no direct connec-
tions to Spain. In fact, Toledo was first a French trading 
post. Toledo has continued with its beginnings as a trad-
ing post, since its founding in 1833, with the city’s posi-
tion on the Great Lakes. Toledo also banked in on its 
geological position as an important stop on a rail-line 
between New York City and Chicago. 

 Toledo is well known for its glass industry and 
auto assembly factories. However, the city’s dependence 
on manufacture caused extreme economic difficulty 
during the Great Depression. Toledo, in turn, was 
shaped by the attempt to the return to prosperity. The WPA was active in the city in the 1930s, which was 
responsible for the creation and building of the Toledo Museum of Art.  

Www.toledo.oh.gov 

http://www.wisconsinmuseums.org/index.php
http://www.wisconsinmuseums.org/index.php
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 The long history of Toledo has created an interesting place to visit. Between the houses built in the 
mid to late 1800s to celebrate the city’s growing prosperity, art and constructions from the era of the 
WPA, and Spanish style buildings to tie in with the more famous city of the same name, Toledo abounds in 
beautiful buildings. We can also view the history of trade on the Great Lakes and modern industries which 
still support Toledo. Toledo is also working on becoming Green and teems with parks, gardens, and the 
Toledo Zoo. No matter what you are interested in, Toledo will have something to entertain you! 

 

Transportation 

 The closest airport is Toledo Express. You can get into the city  by taxi from $55 to $65 one way. 
Below are some contact details. 

 Toledo Airport Shuttle and Taxi (419)862-5016 

 White Knight Limousines (419)474-1000 

 Yellow Cab of Toledo (419)-474-7900 

 Checker Cab Company (419)243-2537 

 

 Another choice may be to fly into Detroit. I will be flying to Detroit on Friday afternoon and rent-
ing a car. If anyone is interested in sharing gas and rental fees or want to put themselves on a list as an-
other driver, please contact me at kgetre@gmail.com. 

 

Hotels 

There are three good hotels in the area near the Toledo Museum of Art. I tried to pick hotels which were 
still in Toledo, were less than 5 miles away from the museum, and which had at least 2.5 stars out of 5. 

 Crowne Plaza ($99/night or $94/night for conference  
 block) - 1.40 miles from museum (See right) 

 444 N Summit St 

 (419)241-1411 

 

 Park Inn Toledo ($79/night) - 1.35 miles 

 101 N Summit St 

 (419)241-3000 

 

 Days Inn Toledo ($44/night) - 2.20 miles 

 1800 Miami St 

 (419)666-5120 

www.orbitz.com 
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Things to do in Toledo: 

 Below is a list of things to do that seemed interesting to me. You can also find more activities at  
www.toledoguide.com or www.dotoledo.org. 

 

1. Toledo Museum of Art 

 2445 Monroe St, www.toledomuseum.org 

 Friday 10-10 and Sunday 12-6, Free admission 

 Besides the fine art, Toledo Museum of Art is renown for its glass pavilion. See glass blowing demonstrations on 
 Sunday at 1, 2, and 3 or sign up to make a glass icicle at 6, 7, or 8 on Friday for $25. 
 

2.  Historic Old West End 

 Between Collingwood, Glenwood, W Central, and Monroe Ave, www.oldwestendtoledo.com 

 This area, opposite of the Toledo Museum of Art, was a subdivision built in the 1870s to the 1920s  and was the 
 most prestigious neighborhood in Toledo during that time. The Old West End has the largest collection of Victo
 rian and Edwardian homes in the nation. 
 

3. Toledo Spain Plaza 

 In Old West End, 800 Collingwood 

 A memorial to Toledo’s most famous name-sharer, the plaza is surrounded by Spanish style architecture. 
 

4. Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Cathedral (Photo Right) 

 2535 Collingwood, www.rosarycathedral.org 

 Drawing on the original Spanish roots of the name Toledo, this ca
 thedral was constructed in 16th   C Spanish architectural style. Step 
 inside to view magnificent mosaic altars, paintings, wall frescos, 
 and a stained glass rose window. 
 

5. Toledo Firefighters Museum 

 918 W Sylvania Ave, www.toledofiremuseum.com 

 Set in a 1920s fire station, visitors can see vintage equipment, uniforms, and antique fire toys. 
 

6. SS Willis Boyer Maritime Museum 

 International Park, 26 Main St, www.willisboyer.org 

 Built in 1911, the SS Willis Boyer was the biggest and most technological advanced freighter of its  time. A self-
 guided tour, visitors can view this ship and learn of shipping in the Great Lakes. 
 

7. The water’s edge and the International Pier 

 Toledo is known as the water recreation capital of the Midwest. Following Lake Erie and the Maumee River, enjoy 
 fishing, boating, beautiful walks, and an abundance of seafood restaurants.  

www.ask.com 
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8. Libbey Factory Outlet 

 205 S Erie St, www.libbey.com 

 Toledo is known for its glass production and is titled the Glass Capital 
 of the United States. Libbey Glass started as New England Glass  i n 
 1818 and renamed and moved to Toledo in 1888. Today, Libbey 
 leads in glass manufacture of glass tableware and ceramic dishware. 
 Visit the factory for glass at 60% off retail price and learn about the 
 history of the factory. 
 

9. Wildwood Manor House 

 5100 W Central Ave, www.metroparkstoledo.com 

 Built in the 1930s, the manor was constructed in the 18th C Georgian style. The Manor is surrounded by a park 
 with a nice landscaping and walking trails. The manor is at its best when decorated for Christmas, which may be 
 ready when we visit. 
 

10. Woodlawn Cemetry 

 1502 W Central Ave, www.historic-woodlawn.com 

 The cemetery was founded during the rural cemetery movement in the 19th C. It is considered an outstanding 
 example of this movement, with lovely landscaping and walks. 

Things to do in Toledo—Continued 

www.toledo.com 

CONGRATULATIONS TO TOM AND NANCY! 

 Our own Tom Edmonson and Nancy Heugh were awarded the Sheldon and Caroline 
Keck Award during the Annual AIC Meeting in Philadelphia. The Keck Award recognizes  a 
sustained record of excellence in the education and training of conservation professionals. 
This award is highly deserved and we are extremely happy to have Tom and Nancy among 
our ranks! 

  

 

We hope to see all of you in 
Toledo!  

 
 

Please fill out and return the registration as 
soon as possible. 


