
 

Message from Christine: 
     The upcoming annual meeting of MRCG will take place at the Nelson-Atkins Museum 
in Kansas City, Missouri on October 25 and 26. 
     This already impressive museum has recently undergone significant expansion and 
renovation, which will make it a new experience for everyone. Our schedule of talks is 
pretty full, so try to arrange travel to allow an independent visit. There will be lab tours 
and a brief visit to storage on Saturday as part of the program. 
     There has been tremendous response to the call for papers (i.e. no arm-twisting or 
weeping required).  I would like to sincerely thank all speakers for their willingness to 
share with the guild.  I think the quality of the resulting program will be extremely  
gratifying.  
     On a lighter note, the guild will be sponsoring a round of miniature golf on Friday 
night.  “Cool Crest” has four courses, and newly added go-carts.  The earliest courses were 
built fifty years ago and feature time-honored and vintage hazards. Afterwards, we will 
adjourn for traditional Kansas City barbeque. 
     Coincidentally, Kansas City will be hosting a joint meeting of the Mountain Plains  
Museum Association and the Association of Midwest Museums October 21 to 25. The 
program is available on the Mountain Plains website. Reciprocity arrangements are still 
under negotiation, but it is likely there will be minimal or no registration fee for guild 
members. Please contact me by phone or e-mail if you are interested, and I should have 
more information on registration. 
     I am extremely excited about our program and our venue, and hope you will be as 
well.  I look forward to seeing everyone in Kansas City. 
Message from Tom:    
     The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art is very generously hosting our meeting this year.  
The museum is located at 4525 Oak Street, just a few blocks east of the conference hotel, 
Holiday Inn at the Plaza, One East 45th Street.  You will come out of the hotel and turn to 
your right, heading east walk to Warwick and skirt the west side of the Kansas City Art 
Institute campus until you come to Oak St.  Walk across Oak into the service parking lot 
and go to the Staff/Business Entrance at the northwest corner of the museum building.  
Museum Security is just inside the door, where you will be met by staff members who will 
escort you through the museum to the Bloch Building, Lens 2, where registration and sign
-in will be set up on the Plaza Mezzanine level.  The sessions will be held upstairs in the 
Lens 2 Event Room.  Please plan on arriving at the museum by 8:30am to register and 
pick up your conference materials.       
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MRCG Officers for  
2007-2008: 

 
Thomas M. Edmondson, Interim 
Co-President          816-283-0660 
Christine Young, Interim             
Co-President          615-227-0538 
Marissa Racht Ryan,        
Vice President   216-231-7880 
Richard McCoy, Secretary / 
Treasurer               317-923-1331                  
    ext 150 

Hotel Arrangements in  
Kansas City: 

     Lodging arrangements have been 
made with the Holiday Inn At The 
Plaza, One E. 45th Street, Kansas 
City, Missouri.  A block of 30 
rooms at $109.00/night (single, 
double, triple and quad occupancy) 
has been set aside with a cut-off date 
of 24 September 2008.   
Reservations made after that date 
will be on a room availability basis 
at prevailing rates.  Room rates are 
exclusive of state and local sales tax, 
which is currently at 15.22%.  All  
reservations must be guaranteed by 
credit card or advance deposit at 
least 30 days prior to arrival.     
Reservations will be billed for one 
night unless cancelled at least 24 
hours prior to arrival.                 
Accommodations will be available 
after 3:00pm 24 October.   
Checkout is 11:00am 26 October 
unless otherwise arranged. 
Phone:  816-753-7400 
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     If you drive to the museum:  Go to the Oak St. entrance to the underground park-
ing garage.  When you approach the gate there will be a kiosk with an intercom on it, 
press the button and announce that you are attending the MRCG Annual Meeting in 
Lens 2.  The gate should go up, and pull into the garage and go to your right and park.  
In front of you on the south wall will be a glass door that will give you access to a con-
crete ramp for you go to the Staff/Business Entrance at the northwest corner of the 
museum building.  Enter and do as above. 
     We are looking forward to having everyone here in Kansas City and at the Nelson-
Atkins Museum of Art.  Keep in mind that the end of October can be quite cool,  
although the weather patterns are becoming increasingly unpredictable.  Chris is very 
happy with the program that she has developed, so come prepared to enjoy, learn, and 
share.  The cutoff date on the conference room rate at the hotel is September 28, so 
please make your arrangements as soon as possible at:  Holiday Inn at the Plaza,  
816-753-7400.  
     We’ll see you soon! 

FEATURED SPEAKER- Dawn Heller, 
Bala Cynwyd, Pennsylvania: 
Exposing “The AIC Guide to Digital Pho-
tography”...  RAW & Untethered 
     The AIC Digital Photo documentation 
Task Force (DTF) was officially formed in 
January of 2007; charged with developing 
general guidelines for the use of digital  
photography for conservation documenta-
tion.  Publication of The AIC Guide to Digital 
Photography and Conservation Documentation in 
April of 2008 was the end result of the 
DTF’s work.  Over the course of the inter-
vening 16 months, the final intended form of 
the guidelines evolved from a PDF 
download, to a website, to the final decision 
of a printed publication.  This presentation 
will provide some background into the  
process behind the creation of the guide-
lines, information on our findings, and  
future plans. 
      The speaker encourages conference  
attendees to email questions/topics in  
advance (no later than October 4th) that they 
might like to have addressed during this 
presentation if time allows.  
dch@artconservationstudio.com 
PRESENTATIONS: 
-Moving a Wall – The Howard Cook   
Mural Project, Randy Ash, Fine Art  
Conservation, Denver, Colorado 
     This talk is a play-by-play of removing a 
fresco mural with the wall and mounting it 
into a movable display.  The presentation is a 
video and it will be fun to see how a site 
project can be very creative. 
-Gainsborough's Portrait of Miss Ann 

Ford, The Second Time Around, Stephen 
Bonadies, Cincinnati Art Museum, Ohio 
     Treated just over thirty years ago, this 
full length portrait is undergoing a second 
round of treatment. 
The justification, for and the results of this 
latest treatment, will be presented. 
-Lazarus Raised from the Dead: Repair 
of a Lead Base Alloy Nouveau  
Lampshade Frame, Jim Cutrone, CCR 
Design, Cleveland, Ohio 
     In addition to the damage resulting from 
a recent fall, this lampshade previously  
underwent several ill-conceived and  
unsuccessful repair attempts. Some  
problems created by those repairs were 
apparent at the outset and some were not. 
As the lampshade revealed its history, the 
treatment evolved into a complicated series 
of steps requiring traditional metalworking 
techniques to ensure the decorative and 
structural integrity of the object. 
-Foam (12), by Zhang Huan:  The 
treatment of an oversize chromogenic 
print, Thomas M. Edmondson,  
Conservator, Heugh-Edmondson Conser-
vation Services, LLC, Kansas City, MO 
     This work by Chinese photographer and 
performance artist Zhang Huan required 
treatment to correct a welt or area of    
detachment of the photographic paper from 
its mount board.  The welt was located in 
the proper lower right quadrant, and  
extended nearly 6” into the image area with 
about ¼” rise.  This presentation will  
discuss the treatment process starting with 
the initial and misleading examination, de-

scribe the various steps of the treatment 
and the difficulties that were encountered, 
and conclude with observations and com-
mentary about the experience.  About 
Huan from 3 Quarks Daily:  “In China, 
people thought I should be in a mental 
hospital,” says Zhan, smiling.  “In New 
York, they understood what I was doing as 
art.” 
-Revisiting Old Repairs: Issues with 
Treating Objects from the DIA Islamic 
Collection, Kathryn Este, Kathryn G. 
Etre, Mellon Fellow in Objects Conser- 
vation, Detroit Institute of Arts, Michigan 
     The Detroit Institute of Arts is  
preparing to reinstall its Islamic collection 
in May 2009. The objects are mostly   
archaeological which have been continu-
ally repaired and mended in the past. In 
preparing these objects for display, con-
servators are faced with a myriad of   
problems caused by these prior treat-
ments. Ethical considerations regarding 
the removal of old restorations will also be 
discussed. 
-The Responsible Care of Asian  
Paintings: A Discussion of Remounting 
Considerations, Claire Hoevel, Senior 
Painting Conservator, Indianapolis  
Museum of Art, Senior Painting  
Conservator, Indiana 
     This talk will cover issues of when to 
remount, why remounting should be con-
sidered a last resort, steps that can be 
taken to sustain and repair existing 
mounts, and choosing a practitioner. 

Events Schedule: 
 
Friday, October 24:   
6:30pm  -Meet in Hotel Lobby to drive to  
                miniature golf and barbecue 
 
Saturday, October 25:   
8:30am   -Registration and check-in at  
                 Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art 
5:00pm  -Conclude Lab Tours 
 
Sunday, October 26: 
9:00am   -Continue Presentations  
12:00pm -Conclusion          



MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY/TREASURER  -R ICHARD MCCOY 

     For the past four years it has been my pleasure to serve as the Secretary/Treasure for the MRCG.  I would like to thank all of 
you for giving me this opportunity and look forward to continuing to serve the MRCG in other ways.   
     In thinking back to all of the Annual Meetings, Symposia, and Workshops that I’ve helped to move forward, I’m proud of the 
work that we’ve been able to accomplish and proud to be associated with the MRCG.  Of course, the best part of the Guild is  
having the chance to meet and work with other conservators in the Midwest.        
     The MRCG is in good financial standing and the membership continues to grow.   
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MESSAGE FROM THE V ICE PRESIDENT –MARISSA RACHT RYAN  

     I would like to extend the deepest gratitude from the entire membership to Thomas Edmondson and Christine Young for  
stepping up so selflessly at last year’s meeting to help the guild organize the conference this year and act as our Co-Interim  
Presidents.  They deserve our sincere thanks for all of their hard work.  Also, our sincere thanks goes to our Secretary/Treasurer, 
Richard McCoy, for going above and beyond the requirements of his position for the past four years to better the guild and  
creating the wikisite.  Good job Tom, Chris and Richard! 

-To LED or not to LED?, Gersil Kay, 
Conservation Lighting International Ltd., 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
     The prospective user must know the 
good and bad about every technology  
before spending money on them.  Here is 
the latest information on LED’s, still a  
relatively unknown quantity. 
-Using the MRCG’s Wiki Site (a Talk 
and Tutorial), Richard McCoy,  
Indianapolis Museum of Art, Indiana 
     The MRCG is the only conservation 
association to have a wiki site for its  
website.  The difference between a wiki 
site and a web site is that many people can 
edit a wiki site, while only a few can edit a 
web site.  The purpose of this talk is to 
show Guild members the basics of how it 
works so that they can become comfortable 
with it and find ways for it to be useful for 
members, and non-members.   
With a combined effort we can make the 
MRCG’s wiki site an important internet 
resource.  One of the projects that will be 
discussed is how to collaboratively write a 
history of the MRCG, including a list of all 
the locations for annual meetings.   
-The Conservation of an Abstract  
Expressionist Painting, “December 
1957”, by Frank Lobdell, Marissa Racht 
Ryan, Yoder Conservation, Cleveland, 
Ohio 
     This talk discusses the comprehensive 
treatment and the methods used to set 

down large areas of flaking paint layer.  
-Peeking behind the Cloth of  Raphaelle 
Peale’s “Venus Rising from the Sea – a 
Deception,” Mary Schafer, Nelson-Atkins 
Museum of Art, Kansas City, Missouri 
     Venus Rising from the Sea – a Deception of 
1822 is Raphaelle Peale’s most famous 
work and art historians have written  
extensively on its multi-layered meaning. 
Yet absent from this research is a sound 
explanation for faint pentimenti at the 
outer edges of the painting. Findings from 
the 2004 technical examination of the 
painting settle long-standing questions 
about pentimenti, reveal an earlier  
composition, and outline Peale’s  
progression from one composition to  
another. The underlying composition is 
dark, deeply personal, and alludes to the 
turbulent relationship between Peale and 
his father. 
-Charles Russell’s Studio: What Can Be 
Gained When the Cleaning Lady  
Doesn’t Come, Jodie Utter, Amon Carter  
Museum, Fort Worth, Texas  
     As part of a technical study examining 
the watercolor paintings of Charles Russell, 
I traveled to the CM Russell Museum in 
Great Falls, Montana to visit the studio of 
Charles Russell at the time of his death in 
1925.  Constructed in 1908, the log cabin 
structure remained the primary studio for 
Russell for seventeen years.  Upon his 
death in 1925, his wife left the studio 

mostly intact and largely untouched.  This 
brief talk will touch on the importance of 
conducting primary research, being in the 
place where an artist created, noticing the 
seemingly insignificant and the generosity 
of the museum in allowing us to take  
samples of what we found. 
-The Conservation of Charles Meynier’s 
Muses, Dean Yoder, Yoder Conservation, 
Cleveland, Ohio 
     Five large paintings by Charles Meynier 
(1768-1832) that depict Apollo with  
Urania, Erato with Cupid, Calliope,  
Polymnie, and Clio, were conserved over a 
five year period starting in 2003.  The  
pictures, which are definitive examples of 
large scale 18th century French history 
painting, are now installed in the recently 
renovated neoclassical gallery of the  
Cleveland Museum of Art.  
     The paintings had been neglected for 
decades and were in need of comprehensive 
conservation treatments to deal with  
deposits of grime, discolored varnishes, 
overpainting, extensive traction cracking 
and significant distortions in the canvases. 
-Edgar Degas, two decades later, Chris 
Young, Nashville, Tennessee  
     Degas’s Ballet Rehearsal, pastel over 
monoprint, is plagued by inherent vice. 
The piece was treated in the late eighties in 
an attempt to stabilize the media. This 
treatment will be recapped, and then  
members will be taken to storage to exam-
ine the drawing and evaluate its current 
condition. 

 

PRESENTATIONS (CONTINUED) 
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      Indianapolis area conservators,  
conservation interns, and conservation  
technicians have been gathering for a series of 
informal, lunch time talks in order to share 
recent projects, research, and experiences in 
the field.  While there have been four talks so 
far, there are a few more in the works.   The 
first talk was given by Eiteljorg Conservation 
Technician Crista Pack at the Eiteljorg  
Museum of American Indians and Western 
Art in April 2008.  Her talk described many 
of the issues related to glass bead disease and 
included measures that could be taken to help 
prevent the problem in the future.  The  
second presentation was given by Amanda 
Holden at the Indianapolis Museum of Art 
(IMA) in June 2008.  The former IMA  
Conservation technician spoke about her  
pre-program experiences at the IMA, the 
coursework she took to meet all the required 

pre-requisites, the application process, and 
her first year of studies at the Conservation 
Center of the Institute of Fine Arts (NYU).  
Angela Duckwall, also a former IMA  
conservation technician, provided a similar 
comprehensive presentation in August 
2008 about her pre-program work at the 
IMA and her first year of study at the  
Winterthur/University of Delaware  
Program in Art Conservation.  In July 
2008, Christina Milton O’Connell,  
Assistant Conservator of Paintings at the 
IMA, and Kathryn Campbell, IMA 3rd year 
Paintings Conservation Intern, gave a talk 
at the Eiteljorg Museum titled: Beneath the 
Surface: Looking at Two Paintings from the 
Eiteljorg Collection using Infrared  
Reflectography.  The presentation was in 
collaboration with Dr. Suzan Campbell, 
Gund Curator of Western Art, History, 

and Culture at the Eiteljorg.  The talk 
highlighted artists’ changes in paintings 
by Alfred Jacob Miller and Charles  
Russell and was presented as an extended 
version of the Eiteljorg’s monthly  
Curators Choice Gallery Talks.   
Indianapolis Museum of Art 
      The conservation department hosted 
a demonstration of the new Osiris IRR 
camera that was initially developed at the 
National Gallery, London.  Several paint-
ings and objects from a variety of time 
periods and cultures from the museum’s 
collection were examined.  In additional 
to IMA staff conservators and curators, 
attendees included Steven Bonadies,  
Cecil Mear, and Megan Emory from the 
Cincinnati Museum of Art; Alfred  
Ackerman and Paul Cooney from the 
Detroit Institute of Arts; Margaret  

NEWS FROM INDIANA  

NEWS FROM THE MEMBERSHIP AND REGION- ILLINOIS 

Chicago Conservation Center 
Gabrielle Tieu, Associate Conservator of  
Objects 
     As a consequence of the massive flooding 
of the Cedar and Iowa rivers that occurred in 
Iowa last June, The National Czech and  
Slovak Museum and Library in Cedar Rapids 
was surrounded by 15 feet of water, well 
above any historical level. As soon as the  
water started to recede and the building was 
safe to enter, The Chicago Conservation  
Center sent a five person disaster response 
team to assess and recover the textile  
collection that was located on the first floor of 
the museum and thus totally immersed during 
the flood. This portion of the textile  
collection encompassed approximately 1,000 
traditional Czech and Slovak costumes and 
garments, many with detailed colored  
embroidery, glass beading and metallic thread 
decorations.  
     The textiles were in nearly devastated 
condition, lying soaking wet on the floor and 
soiled by a black putrid mud that covered the 
entire interior of the building. In addition to 
the intricate and hazardous mess inside caused 
by the collapse of showcases, mannequins and 
sections of walls, there was no electricity. 

Fortunately, due to exceptionally dry and 
breezy weather following the receding of 
the water, mold outbreaks remained very 
localized.  
     After general assessment of the situation 
was conducted under the direction of Gail 
Naughton and the restoration company 
Steamatic, a triage of the wet muddy  
textiles was put in motion in order to  
stabilize their condition before shipping 
them to Chicago. An entire washing station 
was improvised in the parking lot of the 
museum, including rows of laundry tubs 
and 8 x 4 drying racks. Prior to rinsing, the 
muddier textiles were gently washed off. 
They were then gently rinsed in successive 
baths of clean water, separating the whites 
from the colors to avoid dyes bleeding and 
discoloration. Mud deposits were removed 
with soft paint brushes. The textiles were 
then patted dry on tables with towels, soft 
sponges and blotting tissue and then spread 
on drying racks. The textiles were regularly 
turned and reshaped (especially blouses and 
large pleated skirts) until fully dry. At this 
point, the textiles were packed and shipped 
to our facilities in Chicago. Upon arrival, a 

close examination and inventory of the  
textiles was undertaken in order to  
determine the future necessary  
conservation treatments.  
     This operation consisting of triage and 
stabilization was possible due to ideal 
weather conditions and a dedicated,  
skillful team of volunteers. Some leather 
accessories and jackets, as well as a series 
of dolls were frozen in situ because it was 
not possible to ensure proper controlled 
drying, and these objects were at risk of 
developing mold; they will be thawed 
and treated later.  
A Welcome 
     We are happy to welcome Kathryn 
Campbell to the Chicago Conservation 
Center.  She is a 2008 graduate of the 
Buffalo State College Art Conservation 
Master’s Program.  Prior to joining us, 
she was at the Indianapolis Museum of 
Art.  While at the IMA, she treated a 500 
year old Renaissance altarpiece by  
Sebastiano Mainardi in a public gallery as 
part of a four member conservator team. 
In 2006 she worked in Mississippi on the 
Katrina Relief Project funded by the  
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Contompasis of the Indiana University Art 
Museum; and Dr. Molly Faries (retired) 
from Indiana University and the University 
of Groningen, Netherlands. 
      Linda Witkowski and Christina Milton 
O’Connell of the Regional Conservation 
Services Department continue to treat  
mural paintings from Wishard Hospital, a 
project they have been committed to for 
the past five years.  The Indianapolis  
Museum of Art will be hosting an  
exhibition, Wishard Murals: Restoring a  
Legacy, in January 2009, which will focus 
on the history of the paintings and their 
current conservation treatment.  Linda and 
Christina are also currently treating two 
paintings from DePauw University’s art 
collection in preparation for the October 
2008 inauguration of new university  
President Brian Casey. 
     The Paper Lab hosted Jessica Wehner  
of the Queen's program for her second  
summer project dealing with the treatment 
of several works on paper from the  
treatment backlog.  Her work on Durer's 
"Samson Rending the Lion" will be  
featured in a future IMA Flickr site  
dedicated to its conservation.  
     IMA's Textile Lab has hosted two  
interns this summer: Kathy Lechuga, a 
graduate student from the Kilgarlin Center 
for Preservation of the Cultural Record, 
School of Information, The University of 
Texas at Austin, and Preston Smith, a pre-
program intern.  Kathy has previous  
experience in textile conservation and a 
continuing interest in this area, so has been 
exploring the potential of Aquazol for use 
in adhesive treatments for textiles.  Her 
initial findings are promising.  Preston's 
goal is to build on his experience in paint-
ings conservation gained while a student at 
Indiana University, so he will be helping 
out in all specialty labs at the IMA in the 
coming year.  His current project in the 
textile lab involves documenting evidence 
of upholstery history present on a circa 
1860 Leon Marcotte sofa frame. 
     The Objects Lab has been preparing for 
the launch of the museum’s new Design 
Arts Collection, beginning with the  

October 2008 opening of a dedicated gallery 
for post modern design.  A large traveling 
exhibition of European Design (from 1960’s 
to present) will also open in February 2009.  
As part of this initiative to collect and inter-
pret modern design, the Museum acquired a 
1929 wood sideboard by architect and  
designer Eliel Saarinen that required special 
expertise to treat a variety of condition 
problems.   Conservator and wood specialist 
Mark Minor was brought in from Colorado 
to work on the sideboard. With the  
assistance of our summer pre-program  
intern Andrea Mason, they were able to 
restore the sideboard to its original appear-
ance.  A Flickr site describing the treatment 
has been posted by Andrea at 
www.flickr.com/photos/imaitsmyart/
sets/72157606961181404/ 
     Congratulations to Kathryn Campbell 
who completed her 3rd year internship in 
paintings conservation (Buffalo State  
College) with David Miller and Linda  
Witkowski and has accepted a position at the 
Chicago Conservation Center. 
     Marty Radecki has been appointed  
Distinguished Senior Conservator and David 
Miller has been appointed Conservator in 
Charge in addition to his duties as Senior 
Conservator of Paintings. 
Upcoming Special Exhibitions  
Power and Glory: Court Arts of China's Ming 
Dynasty 
October 26, 2008-January 11, 2009 
     The exhibition will feature a full range of 
objects in use at the imperial court of the 
Ming Dynasty.  This exhibition was  
organized by the Asian Art Museum of San 
Francisco in association with the Palace  
Museum, Beijing; the Nanjing Municipal 
Museum; and the Shanghai Museum. It is the 
first major exhibition to focus solely on the 
court arts of the Ming dynasty. Some of the 
objects in the exhibition are from newly 
excavated tombs of individuals related to the 
Ming court and have never been shown  
before outside of China. The exhibition is 
comprised of more than 200 items that  
include paintings, gold and jade, textiles, 
jewelry, architectural and funereal objects, 
carvings and lacquer pieces, porcelains, and 
enamel and metal work.  
 

Collected Thoughts: Works from the 
Dorothy and Herbert Vogel Collection 
December 12, 2008-April 12, 2009 
     Part of The Dorothy and Herbert  
Vogel Collection: Fifty Works for Fifty 
States National Gift Program, the Indian-
apolis Museum of Art presents fifty works 
from the Vogels’ esteemed collection that 
have recently joined the museum’s  
permanent collection. New York  
collectors Dorothy and Herbert Vogel 
began to collect contemporary artwork in 
the early 1960s and amassed a rare and 
insightful collection of works over a  
period of more than 40 years.  
Complementing the IMA’s holdings in 
hard-edge abstract and minimal works 
from the 1960s, the gifts from the Vogel 
Collection include primarily works on 
paper from the late 1960s to 2000, by 
artists such as Lynda Benglis, James 
Bishop, Robert Mangold, Elizabeth 
Murray, Edda Renouf and Richard Tuttle, 
among others. The works joining the 
IMA’s collection demonstrate the Vogels’ 
knowledge, vision, and commitment to 
new and challenging artwork. 
Preserving a Legacy: Wishard Hospital 
Murals 
January 17, 2008-March 29, 2009 
     In 1914, a group of renowned Hoosier 
artists painted murals for the benefit of 
patients at Wishard Memorial Hospital 
(then known as City Hospital). The IMA 
conservation department has been work-
ing to bring these murals back to their 
original condition since 2004, when they 
conserved a painting by Indiana African 
American artist William Edouard Scott. 
Since then, the conservation of several 
works by such Indiana artists as T. C. 
Steele, Clifton Wheeler, J. Ottis Adams 
and Wayman Adams has been completed. 
The exhibition includes a cleaned work by 
T. C. Steele, along with before and during 
treatment photographs, and a Carl Graf 
painting divided into partially cleaned and 
fully cleaned surfaces. The conservation 
project is made possible through the  
generosity of the Efroymson Foundation. 
Textile Conservation Services (TCS), 
Indianapolis, IN  
     This summer brought two interns. 

INDIANA (CONTINUED) 
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NEWS FROM M ICHIGAN  

     Detroit Institute of Arts: let yourself go! Current special exhibitions: The Private World of India’s Mughal Emperors,  
August 23 - November 16, 2008. Albums of Painting and Calligraphy from the Chester Beatty Library in Dublin. Organized and  
circulated by Art Services International, Alexandria, VA the exhibition is sponsored by Padma and Raj Vattikuti and the Vattikuti 
Foundation in Detroit.  
Jane Hammond: Paper Work, October 1, 2008 - January 11, 2009.  
Featuring Hammond’s unique works on paper made over the last 15 years from a myriad of techniques and materials, along with 
prints and books, the exhibition was organized by the Mount Holyoke College Art Museum.  
Monet to Dalí: Modern Masters from the Cleveland Museum of Art, October 12, 2008 - January 18, 2009. Organized by the Cleveland 
Museum of Art, the exhibition is sponsored by Bank of America in Detroit. 
DIA Conservation highlights: 
     Alfred Ackerman and Paul Cooney attended a one-day demonstration of the new Osiris Infrared Camera presented by Opus 
Instruments and discussed digital X-ray with conservators at the Indianapolis Museum of Art (IMA). Conservators from six museums 
and two regional conservation centers in the Midwest were invited to participate. We thank IMA for sharing this experience with their 
colleagues. Serena Urry is continuing to work on early Italian paintings. For next year’s reinstallation of the Islamic galleries, Carol 
Forsythe has been working on Bidri ware and Kathryn G. Etre on ceramics. Kathryn will continue as the Andrew W. Mellon  

Annie-Beth Ellington graduated from  
University of Kentucky at Lexington and 
spent her internship learning about tapestry 
conservation and documenting a private  
textile collection.  Kathy Lechuga took a 
break from the Graduate Program in MLIS-
Conservation, The University of Texas at 
Austin, to add some tapestry conservation 
techniques to her repertoire.  Meanwhile Ken 
Myers, Sarah Noggle, and Jim Douglas  
finished three tapestries for the Toledo  
Museum of Art, and are currently working on 
four tapestries for the Nelson-Atkins Museum 
of Art.  Vikki B. Flack has been working on a 
shattered 1921 silk gown worn by  the first 
president of the American Legion Auxil-
iary and an 1830's wool and silk ribbon-work 
shawl worn by Frances Slocum for the  
Wabash County Historical Society. Harold 
Mailand conducted an on-site survey of 240 
Asian textiles and costumes for the Cincinnati 
Art Museum.  
Jennifer Hein , Textile Technology &  
Historic Objects Specialist , Preventive  
Organics Conservator, Indianapolis, IN 
     Jennifer Hein and the Indiana War  
Memorial are making progress on several of 
their Civil War Flags and a USS Indianapolis 
Sailor’s Uniform. The white cotton uniform 
was wet cleaned to remove aged 1960s  
perchloroethylene (dry cleaner) stains that 
had darkened with exhibition light exposure. 
It is included in their new gallery for the  
survivors.  3 Civil War Flags, 2 National 
(striped) flags and one blue silk regimental 

flag have been treated. They had  
extreme mold contamination caused  
during exhibition under the Circle  
Fountain Monument while enclosed 
in double-sided sealed glass cases in the 
1980s.   
     The 100 most historically significant 
flags to the State of Indiana had seen 82 
years of exhibition before their flat  
stabilization in tyvek and aluminum 8’  
Interior Steel Cabinets, which were  
installed in 1997. The silk flags are the 
most degraded and one has had the chip-
ping painted eagle imagery stabilized. It 
had been further complicated by the 
1915 use of horse hide glues. There was 
also minor restoration of 3 letters so the 
“Ladies of Louisville” text is more  
recognizable to historians.  I am thankful 
to Serena Urry (at Detroit DIA ) for a 
discussion of the PVA Lascaux mixtures 
recommended for use by the Canadians.   
I continue to use these on extremely  
degraded long term fabric exhibition 
objects. I prefer silkscreening the PVA 
repeatedly on Reemay, and then it is able 
to be hand-held with less heat when 
tacked.  E-mail me if you would like to 
discuss this at conservatour@msn.com 
Indiana Historical Society,  
Indianapolis, IN 
     Alex Trumbull joined the lab as a 
Conservation Technician in March.  Alex 
worked in the same capacity as a collec-
tions preservation intern under Christie 

Del Re at the Milwaukee Public Museum 
while a museum studies student.  Alex is 
pre-program and would like to enter a  
conservation graduate program in objects 
conservation with a concentration in  
ethnographic objects.  In the past 4 months 
she has brought much detailed attention to 
storage needs of our artifact collection.   
     Susan Rogers has also joined the conser-
vation staff as Paper Conservator.  She 
comes to us from the Huntington Library in 
San Marino, California where she was Chief 
Preservation Officer of the conservation lab 
for nine years.  Prior to that she served for 
11 years in the position of Head and Paper 
Conservator at the Huntington.   Susan 
brings a wealth of experience in paper and 
photographs to her position here and we 
are excited about having both Alex and 
Susan join our staff.   
Eiteljorg Museum of American  
Indians and Western Art ,  
Indianapolis, IN 
     Amy McKune, Director of Museum 
Collections at the Eiteljorg Museum of 
American Indians and Western Art, is 
pleased to announce that Crista Pack is 
working as the museum’s Conservation 
Technician.  This position is funded by a 
three year grant from the Institute for  
Museum and Library Services to conduct a  
detailed conservation survey of the  
collection.  Crista came to the Eiteljorg 
Museum after completing a one year  
pre-program internship in the conservation 
lab at the National Museum of the  
American Indian. 



 

 

NEWS COORDINATORS             

for  2007-2008: 

Barbara Heller 

Elena V. King 

David Marquis 

David Miller 

Christine Young 

We finally have a Cleveland Area 
News Coordinator,  

Andrea Chevalier  
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News from Minnesota State Historical Society 
     Sherelyn Ogden has been busy with the Connecting to Collections planning grant that the Minnesota Historical Society and the 
MACC are collaborating on. A website has been established at    http://www.mnhs.org/preserve/conservation/connectingmn/
index.htmsurvey, and a survey to identify preservation needs in the state has been launched on the website. Sherelyn also has been 
working on the treatment of maps for the upcoming exhibit Mapping Minnesota. 
     Sherelyn Ogden, Tom Braun, and Ann Frisina gave several presentations at the National Institute for Tribal Archives, Libraries, and 
Museums / Caring for American Indian Objects in Tulsa, Oklahoma. The institute was organized around the book Caring for American Indian 
Objects, produced by the conservation department at the Society. 
     Tom Braun's main focus right now is preparing for the upcoming Minnesota's Greatest Generation exhibit, opening Memorial Day 
2009, and the Vatican exhibit, opening September 27th.  He has also been enjoying the end of summer with some family vacation 
time. 
The Museum Services Corporation annual whatnot (9/4/2008): 
             This year began with Peter Mecklenburg visiting conservation associates in New Zealand and Australia.  Later in April, a week 
in Honolulu at the University of Hawaii to demonstrate Leafcasters was reported by Peter to be wonderfully relaxing.  He said a visit 
to Shangra La was the highlight of the trip. 
              In August, Peter Mecklenburg completed an installation in Santa Barbara for a 8x12 foot Vacuum Hot Table to replace the 
former NASCOR VHT.  Bill Maxwell, the creator of NASCOR machines, visited Santa Barbara earlier and said his machine was ka-
put.  Peter later talked to Bill on the phone and Bill reported on his “around the USA by motorboat” tour.  Peter invited him to the 
Twin Cities since MSC is located a block off the Mississippi River, but he said he wasn't heading north on the big Mississippi. 
        MSC expanded its warehouse space by doubling in size to almost 6,000 sq. feet.  In July, the neighbors moved out and MSC 
moved in to expand on projects previously unavailable due to lack of space.   The additional space also houses the Conservators’ 
Emporium supply products and chemicals.   
             This year export sales continue to be strong with 31% of total sales going overseas.  Conservation machine sales were the bulk 
of the export orders, but progress continues with the Conservators Emporium line of supplies.   

M ICHIGAN (CONTINUED) 

Fellow in Objects Conservation for a second year.  John Steele has been invited to be 
the archaeological conservator again for the dig sponsored by the Brooklyn Museum at the 
Temple Precinct of the Goddess Mut at South Karnak, Egypt. Howard Sutcliffe, re-
cently promoted to Head Conservator of Textiles, will be presenting a paper on a late 
19th century Ashanti warrior’s shirt from Ghana at the Biannual Textile Society of  
America Symposium ‘Textiles as Cultural Expressions” in Hawaii. Dr. Glenn Gates gave 
a lecture on ‘Recent Instrumentation Investments at the Detroit Institute of Arts  
Conservation Science Laboratory: Justifications and Applications’ at the Annual Bruker 
Users Meeting during the AIC’s Annual Meeting in Denver, CO. In August, Dr. Cathy 
Selvus DeRoo, recently promoted to Associate Research Scientist, attended the X-ray 
conference in Denver on the analysis of painted samples in an effort to elucidate the 
unique challenges presented in painted material analysis. The goal is the development of a 
set of reference standards. Valerie Baas and Christopher Foster, and summer intern 
Jennifer McGlinchey from State University College at Buffalo, reviewed 100 photo-

NEW FROM M INNESOTA 

graphs by and of artists and treated 21 for the exhibition “In the Company of Artists: Photographs from the DIA collection” that opens in 
November. In collaboration with DIA’s curator of the Arts of Asia and the Islamic World, Chris and Cathy are participating in a 
research project on DIA’s Timurid Qur’an written on colored Chinese paper. The results will be presented at the Third Biennial 
Hamad bin Khalifa symposium in Islamic Art. Barbara Heller has recently been working to codify decibel levels for music in the 
museum and to update film and photography policies. DIA received a 2008 IMLS CP grant to support the purchase of storage units 
and to stabilize, re-house and reorganize part of the collection of African, Egyptian, European, Islamic, and Native American tex-
tiles, and European decorative arts and furniture. DIA is one of ten museums and five libraries to participate in a pilot project to test 
the design and function of the Image Permanence Institute’s web-based WebERA (Web Environmental Risk Analysis) project. The 
project and participant travel for the training sessions is supported by an IMLS grant over a two-year period. 

http://www.mnhs.org/preserve/conservation/connectingmn/index.htmsurvey
http://www.mnhs.org/preserve/conservation/connectingmn/index.htmsurvey


Cincinnati Art Museum 
     This summer at the Cincinnati Art  
Museum objects conservator Megan Emery 
oversaw the conservation of Mark di  
Suvero's monumental outdoor sculpture 
Atman. The Museum received an IMLS 
Conservation Project Support Grant for the 
project which included complete  
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             The first-ever conservators party in Apple Valley, Minnesota (at Peter's backyard) was held in July.  Some requests for a 
second party in late September are surfacing from those who were unable to attend the earlier event. 
             The MRCG meeting in October and the Italian Restorers Trade Fair in Florence in November will round out this year.  
             Peter reports he is tired of traveling. 
Recent activity and news 
      The Science Museum of Minnesota has just received our first National Film Preservation Grant to preserve some ethnographic 
film from the 1950's.  Ethnology Curator Tilly Laskey and conservator Gretchen Anderson are looking forward to the results of this 
first foray into film preservation.  We are planning an ongoing series of grants to deal with this valuable and interesting resource.  
      In May, Rebecca Newberry and Gretchen joined Helen Alten to present a workshop on cleaning collections at the SPNHC/
NSCA annual meeting. The meeting was organized by the Sam Nobel Oklahoma Museum of Natural History.   The focus for the 
workshop was to help participants make decisions about cleaning: when to clean and when call in a conservator, and safe cleaning 
techniques.  There were 20 enthusiastic participants.  More information on the workshop can be found at: http://
www.snomnh.ou.edu/nsca-spnhc/workshops.htm.  The workshop was great fun to put on! 
Workshop: Museum Cleaning Basics in a Changing World, Oklahoma City, OK.- May 17, 2008 
     Joint meeting of The Society for the Preservation of Natural History Collections (SPNHC) and the Natural Science Collections 
Alliance (NSCA) 
Gretchen Anderson, Conservator, Science Museum of Minnesota 
     Gretchen is also teaching this fall at the College of Visual Arts.  The focus of the course will be on preventive conservation and 
the agents of deterioration. It promises to be a busy fall.  
     MACC, in conjunction with three other regional associations, will offer the last of its Disaster Response series workshops,  
entitled After a Disaster: Saving and Salvaging Collection Materials and Artifacts.  This workshop will provide hands-on salvage instruction 
by taking participants through a disaster scenario and salvaging specific collection materials.  Participants can contact MACC about 
registering with the associations to attend. 

October 3 -  In association with the Midwest Alliance of State and Local History Museums at Stearns County Historical Society in 
Saint Cloud, MN. 
October 13 -  In association with the Midwest Registrar’s Committee at the Minnesota Historical Society, Saint Paul, MN. 
November 7 - In association with the North Dakota Governor’s Conference at the State Historical Society, Bismarck, ND 

     The new workshop series will take place on four Saturdays throughout the fall.  MACC Preservation Services has designed these 
workshops for staff at cultural institutions, private collectors, and businesses dealing with works on paper and or paintings  
collections.  The workshop will take place at the Minneapolis Institute of Arts in Minneapolis, MN.  Participants can contact the 
MACC to register. 

October 18 - The Care and Handling of Paintings: How to examine a painting (also useful in potential purchases), exhibition 
and storage advice, dusting techniques, and applying backing boards for protection. 
November 1 - The Care and Handling of Works on Paper: How to examine works on paper, proper care in exhibition and  
storage, and the technique of dry cleaning. 
November 15 - Matting Works on Paper: A practicum on measuring and cutting mats; hinging and other attachment  
procedures. Participants are asked to bring an item from their collection of 11x14 or smaller.  This item will be hinged and 
matted as a final result of the workshop. 
December 6  - Framing Paintings and Works on Paper: Choosing the proper frame and application techniques, examples of 
framing hardware and glazing, and cushioning frame rabbets. 

M INNESOTA (CONTINUED) 

NEWS FROM OHIO 

disassembly, sandblasting of the surface to 
remove existing paint, repainting with an 
improved paint system, replacement of all 
hardware, re-fabrication of the swing, and 
securing it properly to steel plates when 
reassembled. Lowell McKegney, the artist's 
primary installer, was consulted during the 
planning stages of the project and was  

present during both de-installation and  
reinstallation. 
     The Conservation Department at the 
Cincinnati Art Museum bade farewell to 
two interns who were accepted into  
graduate conservation programs.  Lee Ann 
Barnes has moved on to the Winterthur 
program, and Gabriel Dunn recently left 

                                               (Continued on page 11) 



 
 

  

 

 

 Midwest Regional Conservation Guild Membership Form 

2008 - 2009 

 Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

 New Member _____     Renewal _____     Address Change _____ 

 I will attend the Annual Guild Meeting at the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, Kansas City, October 25-26, 2008  

 Members  $50 _____       Non-Members  $60 _____                  Membership Fee  $20 _____  

 Mailing Address: (If you are using the address of a business or institution, please include the name of that organization.) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________(please print clearly) 

 Telephone: Work ________________ Fax ________________ Home ________________ 

 (Include ext. if you have one) 

 Specialty: ______________________________________________ 

 Please provide the requested information and mail with your $20.00 in dues to the address below (or bring it to the An-
nual Meeting).  Make all checks payable to the Midwest Regional Conservation Guild (or MRCG).  Dues must be paid 
by December 31, 2008 to be included in the 2009 MRCG Directory, which will be in the mail by the end of 
January, 2009. 

 Mail to: Richard McCoy,  

               Indianapolis Museum of Art 

               Conservation Department   

                          4000 Michigan Road 

             Indianapolis, IN 46208 

 Please RSVP, especially if you are going to pay at the meeting (we need a head count).    

Contact Richard at 317-923-1331 ext 150, or email at rmccoy@imamuseum.org    

 For more information about MRCG visit http://mrcg.wik.is/  

             Over  > 

mailto:rmccoy@imamuseum.org
http://mrcg.wiki.com/


 
PLEASE CHECK  the following INFORMATION  

for ATTENDING FRIDAY NIGHT EVENTS 
 

Friday night: assemble at 6:30  in hotel lobby to drive to miniature golf and barbecue.  
 

_____ I do    /   _____do not plan to golf 
 

_____ I will need a ride   /    _____I will have a car and can carry #_____ people. 
 

  This will help us to determine if the guild will need to rent a vehicle or vehicle (s). 
 

 

 

MRCG LUNCH OPTIONS, 25 October 2008 

Please select one sandwich, lunch includes a Tuscan grape tomato salad  

with Kalamata olives and Romano cheese,  

seasonal fruit, gourmet cookie, and bottled water or soft drink: 

 
PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING 

 
Honey Ham and Gruyère Sandwich on Fresh Brioche _______ 

 
Greek Salad with Herb Hummus, Cucumbers, Tomatoes, & Feta on a Honey Wheat Wrap ______ 

 
 

 
 
 

* Again, if you are planning to register at the conference,  

please call or e-mail Richard to RSVP and give us your choices for the above options. 
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for Buffalo State College.  We are looking 
forward to the arrival of our newest  
pre-program intern, Andrea Mason.  Kristin 
Cummings has joined the department as 
Conservation Technician.  She is preparing a 
collection of Outsider and Folk art for an 
exhibition that will open in January.  Kris 
previously interned in the department while 
she was a student at the Art Academy of 
Cincinnati. 
     In August, the Museum completed an 
IMLS-funded condition survey of light-
sensitive Asian objects.  Harold Mailand 
worked with our Costume and Textile  
Department to examine Asian costumes and 
textiles.  In March, Shiho Sasaki, formerly of 
the ICA, examined the Museum’s scrolls, 
folding screens, albums and other Asian 
paintings.  We hope to use the results of the 
condition survey to obtain funding for  
conservation treatments of these collections. 
 
Cleveland Museum of Art 
     The east wing at The Cleveland Museum 
of Art, designed by Rafael Vinoly, has re-
cently opened.  The basement level houses 
newly designed storage for textiles, objects 

and paper collections. The conservation 
department has moved into a suite of new 
spaces on the first floor including individual 
labs for textiles, Asian paintings, paintings, 
objects, prep labs, photo documentation 
studio, and an analytical lab.  The print/
drawing study room is adjacent to  
conservation. In October, the special  
exhibition galleries will open with “Artistic 
Luxury,” an exhibition of Tiffany, Lalique 
and Faberge, organized by CMA.  The top 
floor is slated for reinstallation of 19th and 
20th Century European Painting, Sculpture 
and Decorative Arts as well as a  
photography gallery.  Galleries for Modern 
Art, Contemporary Art and Cleveland 
School will open as well in June of 
2009.  Marcia Steele, former conservator 
of paintings at The Cleveland Museum of 
Art has been appointed Chief Conservator, 
assuming this new role September 2, 2008. 
 
Fine Arts Conservation, Inc.,  
Michael Ruzga, Cincinnati  
     Michael is completing work on a large 
Collection of Chinese Contemporary Paint-
ings that will be exhibited at the Taft  

Museum of Art in November. 
 
Intermuseum Conservation  
Association, Cleveland 
     Heather Galloway and Wendy  
Partridge will be spending time at the 
Cincinnati Art Museum to complete the 
inpainting on a large mural by Joan Miro 
which was treated at the ICA facility  
during the last few months. The on-site 
work is part of the grant requirement 
which involves public awareness of the 
project.  
     Mark Erdmann, associate objects  
conservator, is heading the team involved 
in the removal, treatment and  
reinstallation of the Viktor Schreckengost 
Elephant House tile murals at the  
Cleveland Zoo. These massive tiles, some 
of which weigh close to 1,000 lbs., will be 
a challenge to move and handle during 
treatment.  
 
 
 

OHIO (CONTINUED) 

     Dee Minault and Cynthia Stow have an upcoming community 
outreach program at the Hunter Museum of American Art in 
Chattanooga on October 14. 
     Shelley Paine is madly doing surveys and maintenance on  
outdoor sculpture, and has just finished work on the Storyteller 
Fountain by Frank Fleming in Birmingham, AL. 
     Christine Young is working on 60 posters of silent films that 
were recently discovered as wall insulation in a former theater 
building in Scottsville, KY. She also renovated her studio this 
spring/summer, including much-appreciated insulation and  
window upgrades. It also provided the added benefit of creating 
more room. 

NEWS FROM TENNESSEE 



 

 
Marissa Racht Ryan, Vice President 

Midwest Regional Conservation Guild 
7086 Cedar Street 

Chagrin Falls, Ohio  44022 
 

M IDWEST REGIONAL 

CONSERVATION GUILD 

OUR  W EB  A DDRESS  I S :   

 

 

http://mrcg.wik.is/ 

 

Please Join Us in Kansas City! 

24-26 October 2008 

For the 28th Annual 

Midwest Regional Guild Meeting 

Registration Form Inside 


