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Saturday, October 6th:   
Chicago History Museum 
1601 North Clark St. 
Chicago, IL  60614-6038 
(312) 642-4600 
www.chicagohistory.org 
Registration:  8:30-9:00am 
     Papers presented from 9am – 5pm with 
one morning and one afternoon break ca-
tered at the History Museum by Wolfgang 
Puck. 
Lunch: Everyone will be on their own 
Evening Reception with open bar followed 
by MRCG Business Meeting at: 
Bistrot Margo 
1437 N. Wells St. 
Chicago, IL  60610 
(312) 587-3660 
Sunday, October 7th: 
Papers presented from 9am – 12:00 at: 
Residence Inn at O’Hare 
7101 N. Chestnut St. 
Rosemont, IL  60202            (8 47) 375-9000 
     The bus will leave from the Residence Inn 
O’Hare at 8am on Saturday, Oct. 6th, and   
leave the Bistro Margot for a return trip to 
the Residence Inn around 8pm Saturday 
night. 
Meeting Fees:   
MRCG/CACG Members: $25  
                   Non Members: $ 40 
     Please note the Bus transportation has 
been generously underwritten by MRCG and 
the catering at the Chicago History Museum 
is being generously underwritten by CACG 
and corporate sponsors.  The $25 fee covers 
all other expenses including the evening  
reception at the Bistro Margot.    
 
 

The hotel that the 
group is using:                                                                                      

Residence Inn at O’Hare 
7101 N. Chestnut St. 
Rosemont, IL  60202 
(847) 375-9000 
Rooms $109 held for 
“Midwest Regional        
Conservation Guild” 
Rooms must be         
reserved by September 

17th, 2007  
Please note:  Bus service 
to the Chicago History Mu-
seum will be provided by 
Davis Transportation The 
bus will leave from the 
Residence Inn O’Hare at 
8am on Saturday, Oct. 6th, 
and leaving the Bistro 
Margot for a return trip to 
the Residence Inn around 
8pm Saturday night. 

Talks Schedules: 
-Authentication of Metal Artifacts: Analysis 
and Characterization, Joe Barabe, Senior  
Research Microscopist, McCrone Associates; 
and Dr. Jude M. Runge, President, CompCote 
International, Inc  
-Conservation of a Byzantine Church, Amo-
rium, Turkey, Jane Foley, Liparini Restoration 
Studio, Evanston, IL  
-Conservation of a Vast Collection of Chinese 
Rubbings, Debbie Linn, Field Museum of 
Natural History  
-Conservation, Transport and Installation of 
Chicago’s First Railcar at the Chicago     
History Museum, Julie Katz, Registrar,      
Chicago History Museum 
-Conservation Treatment of Prince Albert’s 
1844 Grand Piano at the Smithsonian, Ken 
Eschete, Director of Keyboard Maintenance, 
Northwestern University 
-Getting to the Truth: Conservation Treat-
ment of a New Deal Mural in New Jersey , 
Peter Schoenmann, Head Conservator, Parma 
Conservation, Chicago  
-Going Dutch:  The Dutch Method as the 
only effective approach in the treatment of 
severe shrinkage in canvases, Elena King, 
Chicago Conservation Center  
     This presentation will discuss the treatment 
of two paintings with severe canvas shrinkage 
using the Dutch Method.  In the first case,   
running water from a broken pipe caused severe 
tenting to the paint layer.  In the other case, 
because the canvas was too reactive to moisture 
over time, it shrunk, causing extremely severe 
cupping of the paint layer throughout the     
surface of the painting.  Complicating treatment 
was the fact that both paintings had been     
glue-lined.  The Dutch method was effective in 
both instances.                            Continued page 2      

 

http://www.chicagohistory.org/


Professor of   Mosaic  Conservation at 
the University of Ravenna.  Our work-
shop immediately following the meeting 
is also taught by an impressive lineup of 
Conservation     Professionals.  I would 
like to encourage everyone who can, to 
attend.   
      On another topic, I would to send 
our sincere apologies to Claire Hoevel 

for the accidental omission of her abstract 
in the last Newsletter from her talk at the 
2006 Conference in Cincinnati.  It can be 
viewed on the MRCG website at 
www.//mrcg.wik.is/ . 
      Just a quick final note; my first term 
as Vice President is coming to a close.   I 
would to thank all the news coordinators 
and my fellow officers for helping make 

     I hope everyone’s summer went well 
and that we are all gearing up for a great 
fall which we will kick off in Chicago.  
This Spring, in Ravenna, Italy, I was able 
to attend an excellent workshop on    
mosaic construction using the ancient 
Roman and Byzantine technique.  It was 
an extremely rewarding experience 
mostly due to the chief  instruction by the 
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-Impact of Fire on the LaSalle Bank              
Photography  Collection: Response and           
Recovery, Carol Ehlers, Curator, LaSalle Bank   
Photography Collection; Garry Henderson, Chief 
Preparator, LaSalle Bank Photography Collection; 
Carol Turchan, Consulting Conservator (Chicago 
History Museum); Heather Becker, CEO, Chicago 
Conservation Center; Mary Jeanne Moran,       
Midwest Freeze-Dry  
-Modern Artists Pigment Identification –              
Diketopyrrolo-pyrrole (DPP) Pigments:               
Characterization and Identification, Meggan 
Smith, Research Microscopist, McCrone Research 
Institute  
-New Advanced Techniques for Non-Chemical     
Treatment for Infestation and Mold, Mary 
Jeanne Moran, Midwest Freeze-Dry, Ltd. 
 -Sampling the Wallpapers of The Hotel                 
Metropolitan, Paducah, KY:  An Interface of 
Paper Archaeology and Conservation, and    
Historical  Preservation (with a dash of Culture 
Shock), Thomas M. Edmondson, Heugh-
Edmondson Conservation Services, LLC, Kansas 
City, MO; Christine Young, Christine Young Paper 
Conservation, Nashville, TN; Ashleigh N.           
Ferguson, University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS; 
Saori Kawasumi, Kansas City Art Institute, Kansas 
City, MO 
     This two-part presentation will discuss the 
emerging national historical significance of the   
Hotel Metropolitan, which is one of only a handful 
of extant hotels built specifically for African-
American celebrities and travelers on the Chittlin’ 
Circuit in the 20th Century United States, its rescue 
from ruin, and the retrieval of wallpaper samples 
from its rooms that date to the hotel’s construction 
in 1907-09.  The rationale for selecting samples will 
be explained, and the methods of removal, repair, 
and preparation for storage will be presented. 

27TH ANNUAL MRCG MEETING AND WORKSHOP (CONTINUED) 

MRCG-sponsored workshop:   
Mastering Fills will immediately follow the meeting at the Campbell 
Center from October 8-9th, 2007.  Bus transportation to the Campbell 
Center leaving the Residence Inn at O’Hare will be provided for            
pre-registered workshop participants around 3pm on Sunday, October 7th.  A 
separate application form must be presented in order to secure registration 
for this workshop. 
     This workshop is being supported with funding from The American 
Institute for Conservation of Artistic and Historic Works.  
     Specialists in painting, objects and paper conservation will survey filling 
materials and techniques for a wide spectrum of artistic and historic     
artifacts.  The Workshop will be multi-disciplinary, with information 
highly useful to conservators treating paintings, objects, paper, photo-
graphic materials and mixed-media works.  
 The workshop will take place October  8-9 at the Campbell 
Center (http://www.campbellcenter.org/), which is about 180 miles West 
of Chicago, in Mount Carroll, Illinois.   
     This is an extremely rare comprehensive course that will explore the 
myriad of materials and methods used for compensating for losses in a 
wide variety of artifact types.  Specialists in  paintings, paper and objects 
will provide an overview of the various fill materials commonly used in 
their specialty, with an emphasis on a multi-disciplinary approach          
particularly useful for composite objects or for challenging or problematic 
media.  The course will offer both lectures, studio sessions and sessions 
involving interactive dialog in order to maximize opportunities for     
learning.   
Instructors:   
-James Bernstein, conservator of paintings & mixed media in freelance 
practice in San Francisco, CA. 
-Meg Loew Craft, conservator of objects at the Walters Art Museum in 
Baltimore, MD  
-Margo McFarland, conservator of works of art on paper and the principal 
of Fine Art Conservation and Consulting Services, Chicago, IL  
      More information about the Workshop can be found on the MRCG 
web site:  http://mrcg.wik.is 
 You will also find a page dedicated to the 2007 Annual Meeting on the 
web site. 
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INDIANAPOLIS MUSEUM OF ART 
Staff News  
     Kathleen Kiefer has joined the staff of the conservation department at the Indianapolis Museum of Art as Senior Textile Conser-
vator.  Kathleen comes to the IMA following over six years as a textile conservator at Winterthur Museum & Country Estate.  
During this time she was also very involved with the Winterthur/University of Delaware Program in Art Conservation.  Kathleen 
can be reached at kkiefer@imamuseum.org or by phone at (317) 923-1331 x155. 
     Kathryn Campbell is joining the staff as a third year graduate intern in paintings conservation from the Buffalo State College Art 
Conservation Department.   
     Amanda (Mandie) Holden, Conservation Technician, has left the IMA to begin her graduate studies at the Conservation Center, 
New York University Institute of Fine Arts. 
     Angela Duckwall, Conservation Technician, has left the IMA to begin her graduate studies at the Winterthur/University of 
Delaware Program in Art Conservation.  
      Linda Witkowski and Christina Milton O’Connell of the Regional Conservation Services Department of the Indianapolis     
Museum of Art recently completed the on-site treatments of 6 mural paintings by Indiana artists Otto Stark and Clifton Wheeler 
located in one of the public schools in Indianapolis.  The murals are originals painted ca. 1920’s and the conservation was part of a 
rebuilding project for the school.  The treatments involved surface cleaning decades worth of dirt and grime, removal of  graffiti, 

NEWS FROM THE MEMBERSHIP AND REGION– INDIANA 
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     Please find inside this Newsletter the 2007-2008 Membership Application Form for the MRCG.  Remember, yearly membership 
runs from approximately the date of the 2007 Annual Meeting until the 2008 Annual Meeting. 
The deadline for membership for the 2007-2008 year is December 31st!  
     You may still join the MRCG after that, but you will not be included in the 2008 Directory, which will be mailed out in    
January 2008.  As a member, you will be kept up to date through e-mails and the bi-yearly publication of the Newsletter.  
Please also remember that you can find more information about the MRCG at the web page: 
http://mrcg.wik.is/   
     The MRCG web page is unique in that we do not have a traditional web page, but a wiki page.  This kind of website is de-
signed to let the Guild Members add and edit important and useful information.  Please feel free to register there and add infor-
mation that you think will be useful to other guild Members.  There’s really a lot that can be done with that website!  You can add 
files, pictures, web links and all sorts of other information.  The software is fairly straightforward to use, once you get used to it. 
Important and New MRCG Tax Info! 
     After doing some research with the IRS, it has become clear that the MRCG’s tax-exempt status does not allow MRCG Mem-
bers to claim Annual Membership Dues as a tax deduction.  Starting this year (After December 31st, 2006), the MRCG will have 
to file Tax Form 990-N every year to maintain its tax-exempt status.  This is because our gross receipts are less than $25,000 per 
year.   For more information about this new procedure go here: http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=169250,00.html  
 

 MRCG History Committee: 
     At the Business Meeting of the 2007 Annual Meeting I would like to explore the possibility of forming a MRCG History Com-
mittee.  The goal of this committee will be to put together a time-line of meetings and a complete listing of officers.  Please con-
tact me directly if you are interested in being involved with this.  This committee should have a Chair, and other members to help 
develop the history of our Guild. 
 rmccoy@imamuseum.org  

this newsletter possible with the timely   
submissions of their information.  In the past 
two years I have enjoyed getting to know 

MESSAGE FROM V ICE PRESIDENT (CONTINUED) 

everyone.  Hopefully everyone has en-
joyed what I have done with the format 
and content of the Newsletter, and I 

hope to continue making improvements.  
I look forward to seeing you in Chicago. 
  

mailto:kkiefer@imamuseum.org
http://mrcg.wik.is/
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=169250,00.html
mailto:rmccoy@imamuseum.org
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varnishing, and inpainting.   
      The Indianapolis Museum of Art will be the first U.S. venue for Roman Art from the Louvre, an exhibition from the 
Musée du Louvre in Paris, France, opening Sept. 23, 2007 and closing January 8, 2008.  Organized by the American Federation of 
Arts and the Musée du Louvre, the traveling exhibition represents the largest number of loaned pieces from the Louvre for any 
single show. IMA objects conservators Hélène Gillette-Woodard and Richard McCoy are working with the Louvre’s curators to 
install the exhibition.  
Sebastiano Mainardi:  The Science of Art, Conservation of a Renaissance Altarpiece opens in the museum’s Star  
Studio on September 4 and closes December 30, 2007.  Visitors can watch the conservation process as IMA conservators David 
Miller, Linda Witkowsi, Christan Milton O’Connell, and Kathryn Campbell work to clean, fill and inpaint a 500 year-old altar-
piece by Sebastiano Mainardi that once belonged to Indiana author Booth Tarkington. Videos and photos documenting earlier 
stages of the structural work by panel painting specialist Mónica Greisbach, a conservator in private practice from New York, will 
be on display.  The altarpiece has not been exhibited for over forty years due to its poor condition.  A link to a microsite of the 
exhibition can be found at www.ima-art.org. 
Textile Conservation Services, Harold F. Mailand, Director, Indianapolis, IN:    
 This past winter Team TCS (Vikki, Anne, Kathy, Jim, and I) completed a contract with the Connecticut Historical Society, Hart-
ford, CT to clean and stabilize 14 flags in their collection. This Spring Jim and I worked with the Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation 
in Arizona to clean, block, and compensate loss for  the 15' x 35' theatre curtain at Taliesin in Spring Green, WI.  This included an 
opportunity to work with Tom Batissta (MRCG member Sherry  Battista's  husband) and Batt Bro Co. to rehang and employ a 
unique storage system during the off-season.  This summer we have started contracts to clean and treat seven European Tapestries 
from the art museum collections in Toledo and Kansas City.  This year marks the fifth year that Harold has taught Care of Textiles 
I & II at the Campbell Center and is working with the Director to initiate a Collections Preventive Care Certificate Program and 
the development of a Care of Textiles III curriculum.     
 Jennifer Hein, Textile Technology and Historic Objects Specialist, Preventive Organics Conservator,                   
Indianapolis, IN 
      A Civil War flag has generated quite a bit of publicity and required a substantial amount of public relations time.  A young 
writer from Jasper County in southern Indiana, Jessica Dyer (The Herald’s staff writer) was the first to have mentioned this flag on 
the AP news wire in the June 6 edition of The Herald. After seeing the AP Wire, the Indianapolis Star writer, Tim Evans conducted a 
three hour interview, took photos and created a Metro cover page for the July 4th edition.   Afterwards, this article was noticed by 
a Fox 41 affiliate in Louisville, KY. The media reporter, Barry Bernson, came up to tape for three hours but made a very nice four 
minute video.  All three news sources discussed the 27th Regiment, Company K Civil War Flag, that “is earning some new stripes 
thanks to John Fierst , the Dubois County Historical Society and an Indianapolis textile conservator, Jennifer Hein. ”  
      The Fox station used a nice close-up of the oldest publicity about the 1861 Union Army flag which dates back to George R. 
Wilson's 1910 book, "History of Dubois County” available in the genealogy section of the state library.   In that reference they 
used an 1896 photo of the last 6 remaining soldiers, which shows a battered flag even then.  
     My plans are to conserve the flag and tack it to a restored background.  If anyone has ever seen a similar treatment for any type 
of object please let me know.  To learn more about the flag, or see the mentioned stories email me at, conservatour@msn.com . 
  
Easter Conservation Services, Indianapolis 
      Jean Easter reports that Bill Brown has joined her staff as an objects conservator specializing in ceramics. 

JOB OPENING 
 Conservator, Indiana Historical Society,  Indianapolis, Indiana      
     The Indiana Historical Society (IHS) seeks candidates for the full-time position of Conservator.   Since 1830, IHS—an           
independent, nonprofit membership organization located in Indianapolis—has worked to collect, preserve, interpret and share 
information about Indiana history through its collections, publications, and programs.  For more information about IHS, please 
visit our Web site at www.indianahistory.org. 
     Working with the Senior Director, Conservation, and Collections staff, the Conservator performs conservation procedures for 
IHS collections on a wide variety of rare, paper-based materials, as well as providing consultations with non-profit organizations 
and individuals, re: preservation measures.   Work is done in a state-of-the-art 2,000 sq. ft. paper and book lab with a large      
resource library and private office space.  The conservator also manages incoming materials in a purpose-built 1,500 sq. ft.       

mailto:conservatour@msn.com
http://www.indianahistory.org/


INDIANA (CONTINUED) 

The Detroit Institute of Arts (DIA) Construction and Renovation Update: The museum is in the process of reinstalling 
the collection. Each and every member of the conservation department is participating in this major endeavor along with the rest of 
the DIA staff. The DIA galleries are closed to the public while the CaféDIA, Film Theater and other educational programming con-
tinue. Staff has moved back into their new offices so we are all in the same building again. Our Grand Reopening gala is 10 Novem-
ber 2007 with the public opening on 23 November. There will be several member and colleague days in between. We extend an 
invitation to everyone to see the new DIA!  
DIA Conservation Highlights: Works of art in all media continue to be treated and prepared for the museum’s reinstallation. 
Serena Urry will be participating in an international workshop being held in Florence, Italy on the San Sepolcro altarpiece. She will 
be presenting on the three predella panels from the DIA collection. Masumi Kataoka, a student from the Textile Conservation 
Centre, University of Southhampton, U.K, interned this summer with Howard Sutcliffe in the preparation of textiles for the re-
installation and subsequent gallery rotations. Howard Sutcliffe presented “Death to the Bogeyman: The Conservation and Mounting 
of a Miro Carnival Costume” at the ICON Textile Group/V&A Costume Symposium, Victoria and Albert Museum. Glenn Gates 
was the Chair and primary organizer for the “Morris Louis Conservation” meeting at the High Museum, Atlanta, GA. In addition to 
the newly acquired DeltaNu Raman spectrometer, an Artax XRF spectrometer and a portable Bruker AXS/Keymaster XRF spec-
trometer, conservation scientist staff Glenn Gates and Cathy Selvius DeRoo, are expecting the arrival of a Bruker Tensor 
27/Hyperion FTIR Microspectrometer system and a Senterra 3 Wavelength Raman dispersive microscope. The equipment is being 
funded through a grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. We are delighted to announce that DIA was able to raise the re-
quired match of $1, 200,000 in order to receive the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation grant to endow the senior conservation science 
position. Barbara Heller’s paper on Preventive Conservation: Standards and Methodologies to Safeguard Collections During Con-
struction will be presented at the forthcoming AIC’s general session. Kathryn Erte, a graduate of University College London’s 
Conservation Program, London, U.K. will be joining the staff in October as the Andrew W. Mellon Fellow in Objects Conserva-
tion.  Collaborations: The Paintings conservation staff collaborated with Marcia Steele, Paintings Conservator, and Bill Robinson, 
Curator of 19th and early 20th Art of the Cleveland Museum of Art, and Henry Travers Newton, independent conservator and art 
historian, on their Van Gogh project. X-ray examination of our Portrait of Postman Roulin, revealed that the DIA’s may be the first 
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segregation and examination area, trains and spot supervises interns; and performs condition surveys for a wide variety of bound and 
flat paper materials, re-housing or stabilizing as required.  Complete job description available upon request. 
     Prospective applicants should have demonstrated excellence performing a broad range of complex conservation treatments with 
an ability to manage tasks at hand and complete work in a timely fashion.  Position requires ability to work with a stereomicroscope 
and perform all phases of examination of original work along with experience and ability to interpret collection needs and document 
treatments in written and photographic form.  Good communication skills are a must to work well with other professionals and sup-
port staff as well as experience in training and supervising subordinate staff.  Prospective candidates should also have a working 
knowledge of the Microsoft Windows environment, including word-processing, database management, E-mail, and Web browsers.  
Required:  Graduate degree from a recognized training program in paper and/or book conservation.  There is a minimum of two 
years of experience beyond graduate program training in a recognized, formal conservation facility.  
     Salary offered is commensurate with experience and skills. Excellent benefits package, including health, dental, life and long-
term disability coverage; pension plan, tax-deferred annuities, employee assistance program (EAP), flexible benefits, and generous 
paid time off.  Free parking provided nearby.  To apply please send a cover letter, resume, and the names, current addresses and 
telephone numbers of three professional references to: Susan P. Brown, Vice President, Human Resources, Indiana Historical Soci-
ety, 450 W. Ohio Street, Indianapolis, IN  46202-3299. Fax:  (317) 234-0076.  Applications will be accepted until the position is 
filled.  EOE. 
  
Susan P. Brown     E-mail:   sbrown@indianahistory.org 
Vice President, Human Resources   Web:  www.indianahistory.org 
Indiana Historical Society    Phone:   317/233-3902 
450 W. Ohio Street    Fax:       317/234-0076 
Indianapolis, IN  46202-3299     
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NEWS FROM M INNESOTA  

version, before he started to create other variants of the same portrait. They also consulted with the Curator Celeste Brusati of the 
University of Michigan on the replica of Perspective Box of a Dutch Interior by Samuel van Hoogstraten which is being created for use 
in the gallery by visitors. Dr. Joachim Jacoby examined the Hans van Aaachen oil on copper during the year. Kate Garland, Con-
servator of Objects, and Curator Robert Cohon of the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, and consultant conservation scientist John 
Twilley, came to examine DIA’s Ka-Aper which is from the same mastaba as the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art’s Egyptian lime-
stone relief. The object conservators worked with various curators, the conservation analytical staff, and outside consultants in 
examining objects.  Projects included the investigation and analysis of Islamic bronzes, four English console tables, two pairs of 
English and Continental mirrors, the Gudea of Lagash jade figure, and a gold Irish Torque.  

M ICHIGAN (CONTINUED) 

MACC NEWS 
     The Midwest Art Conservation Center (MACC) is proud to announce the hiring of Dianna Clise as an Associate Paper Conser-
vator beginning in October.  Ms. Clise will work with Elizabeth Buschor, Senior Paper Conservator, in the newly expanded Paper 
Laboratory of MACC.  Ms. Clise is a recent Masters in Art Conservation graduate from Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario 
and is now completing an internship at the Tate Museum in London, England.  She has an undergraduate degree with honors from 
Trent University in Peterborough, Ontario, along with additional internship experience at the National Gallery of Canada.  Ms. 
Clise was also a conservation technician at the Etherington Conservation Center in Greensboro, North Carolina before pursuing 
her Masters program. 
     Marie Rizkalla completed her third year graduate internship working with Joan Gorman and David Marquis in the Paintings 
Conservation lab.   During her internship, Marie honed her already considerable skills participating in every aspect of a busy     
conservation lab.  Her accomplishments included site work on large murals as well as the examination and treatment of a broad 
range of paintings executed in different media on a variety of supports.  In August, Marie received her MS in Painting               
Conservation from the Winterthur/University of Delaware Program in Art Conservation.   Marie is a delightful person and      
talented conservator.  The entire staff at MACC is looking forward to having her back in the paintings lab two days a week,       
starting this September.  She will also be available for freelance work throughout the Midwest.  On a personal note, Marie and her 
husband are expecting their first child in February, 2008.  

MACC Workshops: 
Choosing Materials for Exhibition Construction and Display:  A Matter of Preservation 

September 17, 2007 - 9am to 4:30 Wells Fargo History Museum - Minneapolis, MN 
     Neil Cockerline, Director of Preservation Services and Elisa Redman, Assistant Director of Preservation 
Services, MACC, will teach this one-day workshop. The instructors will present a comprehensive workshop 
on choosing appropriate materials for use in exhibition construction and display.  This will include the use of wood, wood      
products, plastics, metals, foam, etc. as display materials; how to avoid off-gassing of materials by choice of surface wrapping or 
coatings; using paints and stains; avoiding reactivity to collection materials; whether everything should be acid-free or buffered; 
the use of props in exhibitions; the use of reproductions and copies; making and using vitrines; using physical barriers and psycho-
logical barriers; choosing and using fabrics in displays; the use of special     display props such as slant boards and mannequins; and 
other materials and products worth using. A lecture and PowerPoint    presentation will be utilized and each participant will     
receive example materials for discussion. 
 
Disaster Response: The Critical First 48 Hours 
September 28, 2007 – Minnesota Alliance for Local History Museums Workshop- Alexandria, MN  
November 2, 2007 – North Dakota Governor's Conference Workshop- Bismarck, ND 
October, 18 2007 – Midwest Registrar’s Committee Workshop- Minnesota Historical Society,MN 

     Neil Cockerline, Director of Preservation Services and/or Elisa Redman, Assistant Director of Preservation Services, MACC, 
will teach this one-day workshop. This workshop will cover the following topics: how to put a written Disaster/Emergency     
Preparedness Plan into action; how to determine if this event is really a disaster; who is in charge at any given time; how the size of 
the disaster may dictate the appropriate response; what happens when the affected area is declared a Federal Disaster Area; how to 
record  a disaster for insurance or FEMA purposes; what information is needed and where is it found; how to protect collections  
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from further disasters; how to work with emergency responders (police, fire department, FEMA, etc.); how to make sure cultural 
institution staff responders are safe, secure and well equipped; how to deal with changing priorities in an ever-changing event; the 
need for flexibility and communication; what to do if there is loss of life; how to work with the media; and how to work with 
insurance companies and representatives. Instruction will be conducted through a variety of methods, including a lecture and 
PowerPoint presentation, discussion, and practical role-playing exercises.  

Minnesota Historical Society 
     The Minnesota Historical Society has a wealth of nineteenth and twentieth century costumes designed and fabricated by Minne-
sota dressmakers.  A survey conducted by the textile department of over 100 costumes, allowed us to document and identify which 
costumes are available for exhibition, which can be conserved, and which are not candidates for conservation.   Lessons 
learned during the survey were many.  First, costumes thought to be in good condition were not upon closer inspection.  Second, 
many of the periods assigned to the costumes were wrong and have been corrected.  Finally, the appearance of a costume when flat 
in a drawer was often quite different once dressed on a mannequin. The Minnesota Historical Society is now in the process of creat-
ing an online exhibit of more than 100 dresses allowing the public access to a collection many of which are too fragile to exhibit.  
We would like to thank the Ken and Nina Rothchild Endowment Fund for Business History and Women’s History and the Bean Family 
Fund for Business History as well as the Minnesota Historical Society for funding this important project. 
      Sherelyn Ogden just finished updating and revising the long-range plan, which will help guide work on a large scale.   
      Tom Braun and others are working on a large-scale long-term exhibit about to be installed called "Minnesota 150", and it will 
feature 150 of the people places and things nominated by our audience as making Minnesota what it is today.  This is to mark the 
150th anniversary of statehood.        
     They also recently received state funding to conserve several Civil War battle flags that are on more or less permanent display at 
the Capitol.  Needless to say, they are extremely fragile and in desperate need of treatment. 
     On a personal note, Tom Braun and his wife had a beautiful baby girl this year.  Audrey Marcella Braun was born in October 
2006.    
Paul Storch, Senior Objects Conservator, Daniels Objects Conservation Laboratory 
     Storch has been working on several research projects for eventual publication.  Along with a volunteer chemist, he has            
undertaken analysis of a faux leather upholstered chair that is exhibiting recurrent superficial crystal growth.  The crystals consist of 
palmitic acid, which is a breakdown product of the castor oil used in the cloth coating and have been reported before in studies of 
deteriorating acetate recording disks.  The current study will present more accurate analyses and an expanded explanation of the 
chemicals reactions that lead to the crystal formation.  Storch is also working on a publication for small museums on how to deal 
with chemical and pharmaceutical materials in their collections. 
     Storch treated ethnographic and early photographic objects for the recent “Camera Ojibwe” exhibit in the Minnesota History 
Center in St. Paul.  He also recently completed the treatment of eleven early electrical objects for an exhibit loan to the Bakken  
Museum of Electricity in Minneapolis.  He is currently completing the treatment of an early 20th century corn ensilage harvester that 
was invented in Minnesota.  The object will be on display in the “Minnesota 150” exhibit that is opening in mid-October, 2007.  
Storch completed the survey and re-housing of over 300 swords, edged weapons and accessories with the assistance of an intern.  
The project is part of the on-going Conservation Long-Range Plan process, and will be presented in an article posted on the MHS 
Conservation website in the “Research and Development” section later this year. 
     Storch presented a poster on the freeze-drying process involved with preserving four heirloom squash grown in the Native 
American Garden at the Science Museum of Minnesota.  The poster was presented at the Society for the Preservation of Natural 
History Collections (SPNHC) Annual Meeting at the Science Museum in May.  He was also on the SPNHC Annual Meeting Local 
Arrangements committee and worked on the sessions’ programs and with the vendor exhibits.  Storch recently participated in the 
“Veneer and Structural Restoration” class presented by Don Williams of the Smithsonian Institution.  The class is part of a group of 
summer session courses offered by The National Institute of Wood Finishing, located at the Dakota County Technical College, in 
Rosemount, MN. 

NEWS FROM M ISSOURI 
Heugh-Edmondson Conservation Services, LLC, Kansas City, MO: 
     We have had a very busy 2007 that started with two pre-program interns for the Spring semester.  Starting their internships in 
January were Saori Kawasumi, now a senior with a photography and creative writing major at the Kansas City Art Institute, and 
Ashleigh Nicole Ferguson, a senior with an Art History major and Anthropology minor at the University of Kansas.  They received 
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      Jodie Utter, Sylvie Penichon and Claire Barry were all involved in the reinstallation and re-opening of the Amon Carter       Mu-
seum in Fort Worth Texas.  The museum has been closed this summer for repairs to the fire suppression system.  While the   mu-
seum was closed to the public the various conservators treated numerous works from the collection in preparation for several new 
shows and a completely new arrangement of the permanent collection.   

Cincinnati Art Museum 

     The Cincinnati Art Museum         
Conservation Department had more   
interns than conservators over the     
summer.  Jessica Wehner returned to the 
Museum after completing her first year at 
the Queen’s University conservation 
training program to do a NEH-funded 
condition survey and treatments of   
Strobridge circus posters.  With Suzanne 
Morgan, a conservation student from the 
Kilgarlin Center for Preservation of the 
Cultural Record at the University of 
Texas, she traveled to the Ringling    
Museum of Art in Sarasota, Florida to 
survey the circus posters in that         
museum’s collection.  The summer    

project was supervised by Cecile Mear.  
Megan Emery had help from pre-program 
interns Kris Cumming and Nora Greene 
cleaning and consolidating paint on an early 
17th century Indian Jain Shrine that will be 
installed in a renovated South Asian gallery 
after its completion.  Megan and the interns 
have also been treating Native American    
objects that will be included in an exhibit 
this fall, Vanishing Frontiers:  Rookwood, Farny 
and the American Indian.  Stephen Bonadies 
curated the exhibit A New Yorker’s View of 
Cincinnati:  Steinberg’s Mural for the Terrace 
Plaza Hotel.  The exhibit focuses on a series 
of murals from 1947 by Saul Steinberg that 
were recently conserved by the ICA.  
Stephen collected objects from the         

restaurant in which the murals were 
originally displayed and wrote the labels 
and text panels, one of which shows   
conservators from the ICA cleaning the 
paintings and describes the treatment. 

FINE ARTS CONSERVATION, INC. 
Michael Ruzga is finishing a three year 
large mural project for Marshall         
University.  The three murals include 
Marshall University, West Virginia     
Literature and American Literature.    
Michael also recently conserved a large 
painting by Edie Harper for the "Minimal 
Realism:  Charley & Edie Harper, 1940-
1960" at the Cincinnati Art Museum. 
 

NEWS FROM OHIO –C INCINNATI  
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advanced training in various dry surface-cleaning techniques on a wide variety of art on paper and historic documents.  They also 
were introduced to mending techniques, as well as the philosophy behind the conservation of historic and artistic works on paper, 
which included theories for wet and dry cleaning procedures, why and how certain techniques are applied, and the importance of 
well-thought out treatment proposals based on sound judgment and critical decision making. 
      We are also very happy to announce that Angela Lopez, a graduate of the Kansas City Art Institute, is now in her second year 
as our Conservation Technician.  She has recently extended her hours to about 3/4 time, and continues to grow as her skills and 
understanding of conservation theory and principles become more refined.  In addition to solid judgment and excellent hand skills, 
Angela brings a refreshingly unassuming self-confidence and sharp sense of humor to the studio. 
     In collaboration with Christine Young, Christine Young Paper Conservation, Nashville, TN, Tom Edmondson headed up a 
wallpaper project for the Upper Town Historical Foundation, Paducah, KY, that is a major component of the preservation of The 
Hotel Metropolitan.  This hotel was built 1907-1909 by Maggie White, an African-American woman who wanted a respectable 
place for African-American entertainers, sportsmen, celebrities, and travelers to stay.  It operated throughout the era of strict seg-
regation, and was one of the designated locations on what was known as the Chittlin' Circuit.  The Metropolitan is one of perhaps 
only 5 or 6 hotels on the Circuit still standing in the country.  This project involved the retrieval of significant samples of wallpaper 
from each of the guest rooms, the main hallway on the second floor, the common bathroom on the second floor, and the stairwell.  
Over 40 major samples were removed from the walls, mended, and encapsulated in Mylar for future research, exhibition, and 
eventual reproduction purposes.  Saori Kawasumi and Ashleigh Ferguson were trained for this project, and executed the removal 
of the samples.  They worked on their own with periodic visits by Christine and Tom to help troubleshoot and solve problems.  
Their work will be presented at the MRCG meeting in Chicago. 
     In addition to their continuing studio work, both Nancy and Tom have been working on special projects at the St. Louis Art 
Museum and the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art. 



 

 
Application Form 

 The Midwest Regional Conservation Guild  
 With funding from: 

 The American Institute for Conservation of Artistic and Historic Works 
 Presents: 

 Mastering Fills Workshop 
 October 8-9, 2007 

 The Campbell Center for Historic Preservation Studies 
203 East Seminary St. 
Mt. Carroll, IL  61053 

 

 Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Position/Title  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Employer:  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Specialty:  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Years of Experience as Conservator:  ________ 

 Affiliation:  MRCG ____   AIC____    

Mailing Address: (If you are using the address of a business or institution, please include the name of that organization.) 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Email: ________________________ 

 Telephone:  Work _________________________      Ext.______         Cell:  __________________________                                 
Fax _________________________  

 

 Reason for interest in workshop:  
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 



Questions or issues you would like to see addressed in the workshop:  
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 If your organization is being represented by more than one participant, please return a registration 
form for each person. 

 For more information on the workshop content or for general information, please contact Laurie Booth, President, 
MRCG at mwestcons@aol.com or at (440) 543-2202. 

 Registration Fees:   

 MRCG Members: US $495 

American Institute for Conservation (AIC) Members: US $495 

All Others: US $545 

  

The Campbell Center provides room and board for Workshop participants.  Most dorm rooms have a 
single bed, while several have a double bed.  Registration fees include lodging at the Campbell Center 
Sunday through Tuesday night.  Meals include a Sunday evening reception; breakfast, lunch and  din-
ner Monday and Tuesday; and breakfast Wednesday.  Please contact the Campbell Center to       re-
serve a double bed or for more information on accommodations.  Campbell Center contact info: 
www.campbellcenter.org  or (815) 244-1173.  Please also note that the Registration fee includes round-trip 
transportation from the O’Hare Residence Inn (the MRCG + CACG Annual Meeting hotel) to the Campbell 
Center on Sunday afternoon, returning on Wednesday morning.  Additional information about this service will 
be included in your application confirmation. 

 

 Please Note:  Participants will be selected from the pool of applicants and notified by September 17, 2007.    
Selection of participants will be based on the following criteria: order of receipt of registration; extent of professional 
experience and training; and balance of institutional and private practice conservators; number of registrants from a   
single organization; balance of areas of specialization.  Preference will also be given to members of MRCG and AIC. 
Early registration is strongly advised.        

Amount enclosed: $__________ 

 E-mail completed forms to: Richard McCoy at rmccoy@imamuseum.org 

Fax completed forms to:  Richard McCoy at 317-926-8931 

 

 Mail to:  Indianapolis Museum of Art 
Richard McCoy, Conservation Department 
4000 Michigan Road. 
Indianapolis, IN  46208 

 
For registration questions, call Richard McCoy at (317) 923-1331 ext 150 or email at rmccoy@imamuseum.org.   

  

More info can be found on the MRCG Web Page:   http://mrcg.wik.is/ 

mailto:mwestcons@aol.com
http://www.campbellcenter.org/
mailto:rmccoy@imamuseum.org
mailto:rmccoy@imamuseum.org
http://mrcg.wik.is/


 

 

  

  

 Midwest Regional Conservation Guild Membership Form 
2007 - 2008 

 Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

 New Member _____     Renewal _____     Address Change _____ 

 I will attend the Annual Guild Meeting at the History Museum, Chicago, October 6-7, 2007  

 Members  $25 _____       Non-Members  $40 _____    

 Mailing Address: (If you are using the address of a business or institution, please include the name of that organiza-

tion.) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________(please print clearly) 

 Telephone: Work ________________ Fax ________________ Home ________________ 

 (Include ext. if you have one) 

 Specialty: ______________________________________________ 

 Please provide the requested information and mail with your $20.00 in dues to the address below (or bring it to the 
Annual Meeting or Master Fills Workshop).  Make all checks payable to the Midwest Regional Conservation Guild (or 
MRCG).  Dues must be paid by December 31, 2007 to be included in the 2008 MRCG Directory, which 
will be in the mail by the end of January, 2008. 

 Mail to: Richard McCoy,  
               Indianapolis Museum of Art 
               Conservation Department   
                          4000 Michigan Road 

             Indianapolis, IN 46208 
 

 If you have questions, please call Richard at 317-923-1331 ext 150, or email me at 
rmccoy@imamuseum.org    

 

 For more information about MRCG visit http://mrcg.wik.is/  

mailto:rmccoy@imamuseum.org
http://mrcg.wiki.com/


 

SAVE  THE DATE:  

6-7 October 2007 for the  

Annual Meeting 

       We are getting close to the Midwest Regional 
Conservation Guild’s 2007 Annual meeting that 
will be hosted by the Chicago History Museum.  

       You must reserve your hotel before    
October 17th to receive the special rate!  
The hotel information is inside this issue. 

      Immediately following the meeting will be the 
MRCG-sponsored workshop, Mastering Fills. 

      Inside this issue we have included a copy of the 
Registration form for the Conference the Workshop 
and          membership renewal.  So please save the 
date and join us at the Chicago History Museum for 
the 27th Annual Meeting of the Guild. 

 
Marissa Racht Ryan, Vice President 

Midwest Regional Conservation Guild 
7086 Cedar Street 

Chagrin Falls, Ohio  44022 
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NEWS COORDINATORS            
for  Fall 2007: 

Thomas Edmondson 

Barbara Heller 

Nancy Heugh 

David Marquis 

Cecile Mear 

David Miller 

Jodie Utter 

       We are currently looking                
for a Cleveland Area News          

Coordinator 


